

PORCELAINE, PAINTINGS, CLOCKS, 
MILITARIA, WATCHES, JEWELLERY, SCRAP 
GOLD BOUGHT & SOLD, 

HOUSE CLEARANCE & PROBATE PRICING 

9ct Gold bought &9 a gram 
Sovereigns &l60 each 
Krugerands .£750 each 


66 Nolton Street, Bridgend 
Tel: 01656 667774 
www.welsh-antiques.com 

AS SEEN ON T.V. 


Bridgend & Porthcawl 





“Your ORIGINAL priceless 
weekly newspaper” 

Tib® Mgabs 

)]jp®g(t soirvnimg 

nnnrrmnimfi - 



Established 1983 


Weekly audited distribution (52 weeks) to 31/12/10 - 41,621 
(GEM Series). Audited by David Pinder & Co Ltd. Chartered Accountants. 


www.bridgend-today.co.ukwww.porthcawl-today.co.uk THURSDAY, MARCH 24TH, 2011 


COURT HEARS PHUKET 
AIR TRAGEDY DETAILS 


Thai plane 
crash inquest 
finally opens 


A TWO-DAY 
inquest has been 
taking place this 
week into the death 
of 22-year-old Alex 
Collins of Maesteg. 

Alex, and his girl¬ 
friend Bethan Jones, 
from Porth in the 
Rhondda, were both 
killed in a plane crash 
in Thailand in 
September 2007. 

The couple, who 
met as students at 
Cardiff University, 
had set off only four 
days earlier for a year¬ 
long round-the-world 
trip. 

They had flown to 
Bangkok but decided 
to move onto Phuket 
and took a flight with 
One to Go airline, 
which was blacklisted 
in the EU over safety 
concerns. 

The plane crashed 
in torrential rain as it 
landed at Phuket 
International Airport. 

Ninety people were 
killed, although there 
were more than 30 
survivors. 

It is understood that 
Alex was killed 
instantly but Bethan 


by JAYNE 
ISAAC 


survived with severe 
burns and died 10 
days later in hospital, 
with her parents at her 
side. 

Alex’s father, 
Richard Collins, flew 
out to Thailand with a 
friend to try and find 
his son, who was ini¬ 
tially listed as missing. 

Alex was later iden¬ 
tified as being among 
the dead. 

His body was 
returned home to 
Maesteg and he was 
buried at Maesteg 
cemetery, following a 
service at Our Lady 
and St Patrick’s RC 


Church. His parents 
are Richard and 
Margaret Collins, who 
own the Travella 
clothes shop in 
Maesteg. He was an 
only child. 

The inquest, which 
opened on Tuesday, is 
being held in Lincoln, 
along with those of 
other British victims 
of the crash. 

A verdict was 
expected as The GEM 
was going to press. 

Alex’s family and 
friends have set up The 
Garnwen Trust in his 
memory, and it is rais¬ 
ing thousands of 
pounds to build a log 
cabin at the Afan 
Argoed Country Park. 


TESCO 

ISA 

DONE 

DEAL 

THE agreement 
between Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council and 

landowners in 
Porthcawl has been 
signed and sealed, 
meaning that work 
can start on the 
building of a Tesco 
supermarket. 

(See page 3 for 
a full report). 


Don’t forget - 
the clocks go 
forward on 
Sunday! See 
page 16 for our 
special feature. 



KPC GETS A RECYCLING BONUS! 


RECYCLING old cloth and materi¬ 
al has helped a local young people’s 
charity raise cash. 

Claire Beighton, business develop¬ 
ment manager from Bag4Sport, present¬ 
ed a cheque to KPC Youth recently for 
£72.56, after they raised the funds 


through textile recycling. 

The Devizes-based social enterprise 
Bag4Sport has now supported more than 
1,000 clubs and community groups from 
all over Britain by fundraising for them. 

The idea is simple: Bag4Sport raises 
funds by buying unwanted clothing and 
soft toys, which are then re-used by tex¬ 


tile recyclers to provide affordable cloth¬ 
ing to countries in Eastern Europe and 
Africa. 

Any left-over funds after are then 
ploughed back into sponsorships for 
clubs, which include help with tourna¬ 
ment days, new kits or trophies. 


HOMES WILL BE BUILT 
WHERE NANTYMOEL’S 
GILEAD CHAPEL STOOD 


PLANS to build a 
pair of semi¬ 
detached houses on 
the site of an old 
chapel in 

Nantymoel have 
been approved by 
Bridgend planners, 
despite opposition 
from neighbours. 

Mr S James has been 
given consent to build 
the houses on the site of 
Gilead Chapel at Dinam 
Street. 

The houses will be 
two-storey at the front 
and three-storey at the 
rear. Balconies will be 
created at the back of the 
houses. The properties 
include integral garages. 

They have been 
designed with the conser¬ 
vation area in mind and 
will cover as closely as 
possible the original 
footprint of the chapel 
that was previously on 
the site. 

Slate or slate-like 
roofs will be installed, 
along with four panel 
exterior doors with a 
paint-like finish, 

The garage doors will 
have a vertical plank 
appearance. The win¬ 
dows will have the look 


of traditional sliding sash 
windows and will be 
white. 

The council’s conser¬ 
vation and design officer 
stated that the scheme is 
compatible with the 
preservation of the char¬ 
acter of the Nantymoel 
Conservation Area. 

The design makes 
“adequate reference” to 
local vernacular design 
to ensure that the devel¬ 
opment does not jar 
against its context. 

Residents living near 
the site have objected 
because the frontage of 
the two properties would 
take up four on-street car 
parking spaces which 
will be lost to local resi¬ 
dents. 

There is also concern 
about the access to both 
garages, which would be 
across the pavement. 

The area has many 
disabled people who use 
mobility scooters. It is 
also a main walking 
route to the village 
school. 

They say that they 
have no objections to the 
two houses - which they 
would prefer to the 
derelict site which now 
exists since permission 
was given to demolish 


one of the oldest chapels 
in the conservation area. 

Residents feel that 
their parking needs are 
not being considered 
while preference is being 
given to outsiders com¬ 
ing into the village. They 
all claim that the loss of 
four spaces will make an 
already difficult situation 
almost impossible. 

Neighbours also point 
out that building houses 
with integral garages is 
out of keeping with the 
conservation area, as 
there are no houses with 
that configuration. 

Residents have urged 
highways officers to visit 
the street either after 5pm 
or at weekends, when 
people are not in work, to 
judge the parking situa¬ 
tion for themselves. 

With regard to the 
objections on the loss of 
parking, which is the 
main reason for objec¬ 
tion, planners state: “The 
highways department has 
not objected to the pro¬ 
posed development on 
the basis that the submit¬ 
ted scheme provides a 
reduced level of parking 
to serve the proposed 
development which is in 
a sustainable location. 
Due regard has been had 


to the terrace nature of 
the surrounding 

dwellings and the result¬ 
ing high demand on 
kerbside space in reach¬ 
ing this view. ” 

Objections on the 
grounds of loss of light, 
loss of privacy and 
unsafe access have all 
been dismissed by plan¬ 
ners. 

In his appraisal, plan¬ 
ning officer David 
Llewelyn said that the 
site had been left vacant 
since the chapel was 
demolished in 1990. 

It has become derelict 
and overgrown. 

The site is on the bend 
before the junction with 
Commercial Street. 

He said that the pro¬ 
posals were compatible 
with planning policies 
and were recommended 
for approval because 
they did not adversely 
affect highway safety, 
privacy or visual ameni¬ 
ties or so significantly 
harm neighbours’ ameni¬ 
ties as to warrant refusal. 

It was also considered 
to be compatible with the 
preservation of the char¬ 
acter of the Nantymoel 
Conservation Area. 

JAYNE 

ISAAC 


POLICE HUNT MAN AFTER 
KENFIG HILL INCIDENT 


POLICE are investi¬ 
gating an incident at 
around 5.50pm on 
Sunday, March 20, 
when a man 
approached a 13- 
year-old girl on the 
bike-path between 
Croft Goch Road and 


Yr Hendre, Kenfig 
Hill, and pulled at 
her clothing, before 
making off in the 
direction of New 
Road cottages. 

He was described 
as tall, of slim build, 
wearing a black 


hooded top, black 
trousers and black 
workman-style boots. 

Anyone with infor¬ 
mation is asked to con¬ 
tact Bridgend CID on 
01656 679518, or 

Crimestoppers anony¬ 
mously on 0800 555 
111 . 


BRIDGEND STAIRLIFTS 

@ Bridgend Mobility Centre 
Unit 20 Enterprise Centre, Bryn Road, 
Tondu, CF32 9BS 


• NEW STAIRLIFTS from £1250 

* FREE Survey & Quote 
(no obligation) 

»Qualified Engineers/ 
Surveyors 

»Best Prices Around 
»Your Local Mobility Shop 



WE ALSO SELL 

• Electric Riser Recliners 

• Beds & Mattresses 

• Mobility Scooters 

• Bath Lifters 

• Bath & Toilet Aids 

• Household Aids 

• Walking Aids 

• Walk in Baths / Showers 

• Manual/Power Wheelchairs 

• Commodes 

• Scooters Ramps 

• Repairs & Servicing 

FREE PARKING OUTSIDE 


01656 72 - 32-72 
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THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. Letters 
and emails MUST include full address and a contact telephone number. An email 
address alone is not sufficient. We will (in certain circumstances ), protect a writer’s 
identity, if requested. Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The 
Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


'Close tax loopholes that 
benefit casino capitalism’ 


T O an extent, I agree 
with Alun Cairn’s 
GEM article last 
week that following on 
from Labour’s disastrous 
handling of the economy, 
cuts have to be made. 

That said, I would certainly 
question the speed and depth of 
cuts, not to mention the dispro¬ 
portionate amount of cuts to 
Welsh capital funding and the 
savage blow to frontline services. 

What the article does illustrate, 
however, is that other than the 
colour of their ties that they wear, 
the only difference between 


Labour and Conservative politi- up the process. 


cians is the speed of the cuts that 
they would propose. 

It would appear that apart from 
the ideas from Plaid Cymru, the 
remaining choice is a sad reflec¬ 
tion before the people of 
Bridgend and Porthcawl in May’s 
Welsh general election. 

It was interesting that Mr. 
Cairns raised the subject of the 
Private Finance Initiative, a sys¬ 
tem which is, de facto, heads pri¬ 
vate sector wins-tails the taxpay¬ 
er loses. 

Plaid Cymru have always 
raised caution to PFI, a system 
that will saddle debt on to the 
next generation, although the cur¬ 
rent financial crises have speeded 


Local MP 
drops in with 
a cheque! 



Madeleine Moon 
BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon 
visited the new 
Alzheimer’s Society 
Cafe at Nolton 
Church Hall, 

Bridgend on March 
17, having been 
unable to attend its 
launch last month. 

She commented: “I 
surprised Geoff Hill from 
the Alzheimer’s Society, 
with a cheque for £75, 
money I have earned 
from completing opinion 
poll surveys, a donation 
to help with their new 


and Geoff Hill. 

Cafe in Bridgend. 

“The new AS Cafe 
aims to create a relaxed 
and welcoming atmos¬ 
phere for families and 
their carers to share their 
experiences about 
dementia and to receive 
help and support. 

“Guest speakers, 

music and dancing may 
well be included over the 
coming months. 

“I hope this money 
will go some way in 
helping them with this 
wonderful new endeav- 


Walk for Life kidney 
event in Bridgend 

BRIDGEND residents are being urged to 
take part in the Specsavers Walk for Life, 
Kidney Wales Foundation’s biggest event 
of the year on Sunday, March 27. 

One of the many walks taking place across Wales 
to raise vital funds to support families affected by 
Kidney disease, it starts at 11am from the Specsavers 
store. Funds raised will also go towards training 
staff at the Children’s Kidney Centre, as well as sup¬ 
porting ground-breaking research into kidney dis¬ 
ease and promoting organ donation. 

For more information, visit www.kidneywales.com 
or contact 02920 3940. 


While the Tory-led UK 
Government have led an assault 
on the elderly and infirm with 
benefit cuts, they seem reluctant 
to close tax loopholes that benefit 
creative accountants and casino 
capitalism. 

Benefit fraud is a problem, but 
prioritising the closure of such 
loop holes in tax avoidance would 
earn the Treasury £10bn, ten 
times the amount raised from tax 
fraud. 

However, this along with the 
discontinuation of Trident and 
other grandiose military projects, 
has been sadly overlooked. 

Andrew Doherty, 

Bryncethin. 

Accountability and 
value for money! 


T he 

Taxpayers’ 
Alliance has 
revealed that 118 
council employees 
are earning more 
than £100,000 a 
year in Welsh coun¬ 
cils. 

Bridgend came 
joint second in the 
league table, along 
with Torfaen and 
RCT with seven 
employees pocketing 
£100,000 or more. 

With local authori¬ 
ty budgets under 
growing pressure and 
frontline services 
facing cuts, it is 
essential for senior 
staff to set a good 
example and exercise 
pay restraint them¬ 


selves. 

These figures 
show that we desper¬ 
ately need an army 
of ‘armchair audi¬ 
tors’ to scrutinise 
BCBC’s accounts to 
ensure value for 
money. Trust in poli¬ 
tics is at an all time 
low. 

By making local 
authorities more 
transparent and 
accountable, we can 
start to fix this. 
Greater openness and 
accountability will 
improve value for 
money and stop tax¬ 
payers’ money being 
wasted. 

Alex Williams 
(Welsh Conservative 
candidate, Bridgend) 


Porthcawl’s 

regeneration: 

council updates 


REGENERATION 
officer Andrew 
Parry Jones is to be 
invited to attend 
meetings of 

Porthcawl Town 
Council every eight 
weeks, to update 
them on matters 
relating to 

Porthcawl regener¬ 
ation. 

This suggestion was 
made at a meeting of the 
town council by Coun 
Graham Walter and was 
accepted. 

Mr Walter said that 
these meetings would 
plug the gaps between 
the Regeneration Forum 
meetings. 

Mr Parry Jones will be 
asked to provide a verbal 


update on what’s happen¬ 
ing with the plans. 

In the meantime, 
BCBC has confirmed 
that the next meeting of 
the Porthcawl 

Regeneration Forum will 
not be open to the public. 
It can only be attended by 
representatives of those 
organisations which sit 
on the forum, including 
the town council 

Attempts were made 
at its last meeting to 
‘gatecrash’ when three 
members of the public - 
including Mr Walter, 
who was not a councillor 
at the time, and Coun 
Sean Aspey who was - 
turned up. They were 
asked to leave after 
forum members voted to 
exclude them. 


ARE YOU IN THE PICTURE? 



THIS photograph was taken outside Langford’s Ice Cream Shop in Kenfig Hill. Are you in the 
picture? Do you know when it was taken and what the occasion was? 

If you can answer any of the above questions, or have further information, please telephone 
\ Keith E Morgan on 01656 788150. ___^ 


Bunting bid 
to flag up 
Fairtrade 



June Windsor one of the organisers showing 
Janice Gregory AM the products on offer. 


the Old School Room, 
Llanharan, organised by 
ladies from the parish 
church of St Julius and 
St Aaron. A stall was set 
up offering all those who 
attended a chance to 


A PIECE of bunting 
made from Fairtrade 
cotton and designed by 
Ogmore AM Janice 
Gregory will feature in 
an attempt to break the 
world record for the 

longest continual piece P urc fase Fairtrade 
of bunting. 

It will be added to 
others from across the 
UK to raise awareness 
of how Fairtrade cotton 
protects the livelihoods 
of farmers. 

The AM said: 

“Fairtrade is transform¬ 
ing the lives of millions 
of farming families in 
developing countries. I 
am delighted to be a part 
of this event. I’d like to 
congratulate Fairtrade 
Wales on their success 
over the last few years 
and salute the passionate 
commitment of Fairtrade 
supporters and stock¬ 
ists. ” 

She joined a ‘Big 
Brew’ coffee morning, in 


products. 

The AM recalled that 
on June 6, 2008, Wales 
made history as the first 
ever Fairtrade nation. It 
followed a two-year 
campaign by Fairtrade 
Wales, funded by the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government, to increase 
the availability of 
Fairtrade products in 
towns and cities across 
Wales, and encouraging 
schools, businesses and 
other organisations to 
switch to Fairtrade. 

Fairtrade Fortnight’ 
2011 was launched on 
February 28 with the 
announcement that sales 
of Fairtrade products 
soared in 2010. 


Help for Heroes 
sponsored ride 

ABERYSTWYTH and District Motorcycle 
Action Group is organising a Help for Heroes 
sponsored run on April 29 in the Vale. 

Riders will be visiting ‘Thankful Villages’in Wales 
where those who went away to fight in the Great War 
all returned home alive. 

We will be stopping at Colwinston for a short 
break before moving on to the home stretch back to 
Aberystwyth. We will be recording the event for 
inclusion in the ‘People’s Collection’ website and 
would like to contact a relative of a soldier from each 
village and give the community the title and honour 
of being a ‘Thankful Village’. 

Medwyn Parry, 

(Chairman, Aberystwyth and District MAG) 


Rotarians offer a 
health check at 
Trinity Church 


SATURDAY, April 9 
is Stroke Awareness 
Day and the Rotary 
Club of Porthcawl, 
in conjunction with 
the Stroke 
Association, will be 
encouraging resi¬ 
dents and visitors to 
pop into Trinity 
Church, John Street, 
Porthcawl, between 
10am and 4pm to 
have their blood 
pressure measured. 

Nurses and doctors 
will be on hand to 
measure blood pres¬ 
sure, and if it is raised, 
people will be advised 
to visit their doctor for 
a follow up test and 
treatment. 

A Rotary spokesman 
said: “This short, sim¬ 
ple, free test only takes 
a few minutes, but 
could help to save 
lives. 


“High blood pres¬ 
sure is a key risk fac¬ 
tor for stroke which 
can strike at any age; 
it is the third most 
common cause of death 
in the UK, and the sin¬ 
gle most common 
cause of severe disabil¬ 
ity. 

“Other factors, such 
as smoking, being 
overweight, eating too 
much salt, drinking too 
much alcohol, not tak¬ 
ing regular exercise, 
heredity and being 
male are also linked to 
high blood pressure.” 

As there are often 
no symptoms of raised 
blood pressure, 
Porthcawl Rotarians 
are hoping many peo¬ 
ple will take the oppor¬ 
tunity of getting this 
free health check. 
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HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MARCH 31) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 
Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

24 Thur 

09.24 

9.7 

21.39 

9.4 

25 Fri 

10.08 

8.9 

22.27 

8.4 

26 Sat 

10.52 

8.1 

23.23 

8.0 

27 Sun 



13.01 

7.5 

28 Mon 

01.56 

7.6 

14.41 

7.3 

29 Tues 

03.29 

7.5 

16.05 

7.4 

30 Wed 

04.35 

7.9 

17.07 

8.0 

31 Thur 

05.27 

8.5 

17.51 

8.7 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Porthcawl regeneration: 

SIGNING CLEARS 
THE WAY FOR 
PHASE ONE (TESCO) 


THE agreement which decides how prof¬ 
its are to be shared from the Porthcawl 
regeneration scheme has been signed. 

Bridgend County Borough Council (BCBC) and 
the Evans Families have signed the Owners’ 
Agreement, which will be the basis for Porthcawl 
Regeneration, JAYNE ISAAC reports. 

Signing this agreement clears the way for the 
council to finalise the deal with Chelverton Deeley 
Freed, who are developing the new supermarket for 
Tesco as part of phase one of the regeneration. 

The deal, which was revealed by The GEM, gives 
the Evans Families 40 per cent of the overall profits 
- set at 2006 land values. 

But for the supermarket development, the council 
has agreed to give the private owners 72 per cent of 
the profits, amounting to £4.7m of the £6.5m profit, 
leaving council taxpayers with £1.8m. 

The council argues that it can use this £1.8million 
to attract match funding for the harbour develop¬ 
ment and also argues that by the time later phases 
are complete, the profit ratio will have corrected 
itself to the 60-40 split. 

The Evans’ will get a further £300,000 from the 
remainder of Phase One and then £10m from Phase 
Two, giving them a total take of £15m. 

These are guaranteed figures, regardless of what 
property values are doing, rather than a percentage 
of the selling price of the land involved. 

Outside valuers, brought in by the council after 
concerns about the deal were raised by a number of 
Porthcawl organisations, warned in a second secret 
report, also seen by The GEM, that the danger to the 
council was that land values may not get back up to 
their 2006 levels for many years. 

This could leave the council with the choice of 
selling sooner and taking the hit in profits from their 
share of the money, or waiting. 

But valuers have warned that it could be 20 years 
or more before land values recover. The agreement 
is for 20 years and in theory, could end before Phase 
Two which includes the funfair and Sandy Bay 
developments, is commenced. 

The Evans Families could then seek to sell to pri¬ 
vate developers and would no longer be tied in to a 
deal with the council. 


Lions migrate 
to a new base! 


AFTER many 
years, Porthcawl 
Lions Club have 
moved to a new 
venue; their base at 
the Seabank Hotel is 
no longer available 
and they have now 
moved to the Hi 
Tide in Mackworth 
Road. 

The Porthcawl Lions 
were sad to leave the 
Seabank, which has so 
many fond memories for 
members, but they still 
retain a link, with the 
charity book sales con¬ 
tinuing at the hotel. 

New members are 
welcome to join 
Porthcawl Lions at the Hi 
Tide on the first and sec¬ 
ond Tuesdays of the 
month at 7.45pm. 


Lion Don Tickner is 
the membership person 
and he can be contacted 
on 01656 788583. 

Following their very 
successful charity book 
sale last weekend, the 
Lions announce their 
next book sale is at the 
Seabank Hotel on the 
weekend of April 16-17. 

Also on April 16, the 
Lions will be holding 
their foreshore clean-up 
between Rest Bay and 
Sker Rocks, starting at 
the Rest Hotel at 10am. 

Members of the public 
and other town organisa¬ 
tions are welcome to 
assist and anyone intend¬ 
ing to take part should 
telephone 01656 772598. 

David Richards 
(Porthcawl Lions) 




POINT TO POINT 

STEEPLECHASES ON 


Saturday 26th March 2011 

Ystradowen - Nr. Cowbridge 


First race 2pm. Bring the family to the 
countryside to see six three mile steeplechas¬ 
es with superb viewing of the racecourse and 

Car & Driver £loW§ssengers £5 each. 

Children under 16 Free. Pedestrians £5 

For further details telephone The Secretary, Peter Thomas 
on 01446 774310 or 07855 366 902 

The Glamorgan Bookmakers 
Licensed Bar Refreshments Trade Stands 


The signing of the agreement leaves a number of 
things up in the air. The Civic Society agreed to call 
for a referendum on Porthcawl Regeneration just a 
few weeks ago, 

They have to stage a public meeting at which 10 
people must ask for a referendum, which BCBC is 
then obliged to organise. 

It is unclear now if they will proceed with that. 
The town council is also to stage a public meeting 
which will now probably concentrate on how the 
supermarket scheme is to take place. 

A spokesman for BCBC stated: “The owners’ 
agreement has been legally completed and we will 
soon be seeking to make an important announce¬ 
ment about consultation over the developer’s plans 
for phase one of the Porthcawl regeneration. ” 


New uniforms 
bring nurses out 
in an itchy rash 


NEW uniforms for 
nurses throughout 
Wales have caused 
some of them to 
come out in itchy 
rashes. 

The new scrubs-type 
uniforms were launched 
within the Abertawe Bro 
Morgannwg Trust on St 
David’s Day, but staff at 
the Princess of Wales 
Hospital have contacted 
The GEM to say that 
many of them have 
come out in a rash. 

Staff have been told 
to wash the uniforms 
three times at 60 degrees 
before wearing them, 
and if there’s a problem 
to wash them again three 
times. If they still get a 
reaction, new uniforms 
will have to be ordered 
in a different material. 

The new all-Wales 
uniform was introduced 
to end the confusion 
between hospitals having 
different types of uni¬ 
forms. All staff of each 
grade in Wales will now 
wear the same uniform, 
so that patients can 
immediately know who 
are staff nurses, sisters 
and other grades. 

Although representa¬ 
tives of the Royal 
College of Nurses were 
involved in the design of 


the uniform, some staff 
have complained that 
there is no front fasten¬ 
ing, which means that 
soiled uniforms have to 
be taken off over the 
head instead of being 
unbuttoned or unzipped. 

A spokesman for 
ABM Board said that 
they were aware that 
there had been some 
problems, but 
Occupational Health has 
given clear instructions 
to nurses about how to 
deal with the reactions 
and the situation is being 
monitored. 

A spokesman for the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government said that the 
roll out of new uniforms 
across Wales has been 
completed. 

He went on: “The 
number of staff who 
have experienced a reac¬ 
tion to the new uniforms 
was very small in com¬ 
parison to the number of 
uniforms issued. 

“However, more test¬ 
ing was undertaken on 
the uniforms to resolve 
the problems. Staff have 
been provided with clear 
guidance when they 
received their uniforms 
which include washing 
instructions to reduce the 
risk of a reaction.” 

JAYNE ISAAC 


Embankment 
plans opposed 


BRIDGEND town 
council has objected 
to a new planning 
application to build 
on the old railway 
embankment that 
separates old and 
new Brackla. 

Paddle Homes have 
again submitted an appli¬ 
cation, this time to build 
75 dwellings on the land, 
which is described as 
being off Waunscil 
Avenue. 

The old railway line 
runs behind Waunscil 
Avenue and runs across 
the tops of Charles 
Street, Vernon Street and 
Morfa Street. New hous¬ 
es in Brackla have been 


built on the other side. 

The town council 
objected on the grounds 
of restricted highway 
access and also because 
three-storey properties 
would be an intrusion to 
existing residents. 

They also argue that 
the embankment, which 
has naturally vegetated 
itself over the years, is an 
important green wedge 
between the two areas of 
the town. 

Some previous appli¬ 
cations have been turned 
down by BCBC, but one 
application was granted 
some time ago. 

The final decision will 
be taken by BCBC plan¬ 
ners. 


Gift of new trailer will 
help club to clean up 
the beach at Ogmore 



THE ‘Tidy Towns’ project 
by Keep Wales Tidy has 
come to the rescue of Pen- 
y-Bont Surf Life Saving 
Club - by buying them a 
brand new trailer. 

A Keep Wales Tidy 
spokesman said: “As well as 
saving lives, the members of 
Pen-y-Bont SLSC are deeply 
committed to the environment 
at Ogmore beach,. 

“Unfortunately, the area is 
seriously blighted by refuse 
which comes in on the tide, or is 
dumped by thoughtless visitors 
to the local beauty spot. 

“While efforts have been 
made to keep the river mouth 
and beaches clean by Scope and 


other volunteer organisations, 
much of the area is isolated and 
hard to reach, and taking the 
rubbish away has always pre¬ 
sented a problem.” 

Now Pen y Bont SLSC will be 
able to cart the offending refuse 
away in their brand new trailer, 
and isolated areas, such as the 
beach at Merthyr Mawr 
Warren, can now be cleared of 
the rubbish which has been 
building up on the tide line for 
years. 

David Melding, AM for 
South Wales Central, presented 
the cheque to the club and com¬ 
mented: “It’s great to see this 
partnership working between 
Keep Wales Tidy and these 
committed members of the 


community. This is what the 
Tidy Towns Project is all 
about.” 

Peter Lake MBE, president 
of Surf Life Saving Association 
Wales, commented: “Our 
youngsters will take part in the 
clean-ups we have planned as 
part of their environmental 
awareness training. We want 
young people to learn to take 
care of their world.” 

Anyone wishing to help Pen y 
Bont SLSC clean up the Merthyr 
Mawr Warren, or take part in 
any environmental improvement 
project in the area, should con¬ 
tact Ian Harvey at Keep Wales 
Tidy on 029 2072 6985. 



LOCAL SCHOOL GETS 
A GREEN ACCOLADE 


YSGOL Y Ferch 
o’r Sger was 
recently awarded 
its second Green 
Flag Eco-School 
status. 

The award came after 
organising an eco day 
that involved every 
class taking part in a 
number of activities 
such as willow work¬ 
shops and Fairtrade 
activities. The children 
also had the opportunity 
to listen to an assembly 
presented by a teacher 
from Zimbabwe, on life 
in developing African 
countries. 


Mrs Rhiannon Dixon, 
headteacher of Ysgol Y 
Ferch o’r Sger, said: “I 
am delighted that we 
have achieved our sec¬ 
ond Green Flag and I 
would like to say a big 
thank you to Miss 
Garfield, our eco-school 
coordinator and the eco 
committee for all their 
hard work. Da iawn wir. 

“Our aim for the 
school was to recycle 
more and become more 
energy efficient, which 
was achieved by intro¬ 
ducing new stop taps in 
the washrooms and 
class light monitors. 
These schemes are a 
fantastic opportunity for 


the children. They learn 
all about environmental 
issues, how the smallest 
changes can make a dif¬ 
ference and how these 
issues affect other coun¬ 
tries.” 

The school received 
its first Green Flag in 
December 2008 as a 
result of environmental 


links with European 
schools and the devel¬ 
opment of a nature area 
and vegetable garden. 
This led to establishing 
a gardening club and 
recycling scheme. 

The school also 
achieved the target of 
becoming a Fairtrade 
school in October 2009. 


Read your Bridgend & 
Porthcawl GEM online: 

www. bridgend-today. co. uk 
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KNIGHTS 

Healthcare 

RETAIL OUTLET 
SHOP NOW OPEN 

Disability & Mobility Aids 

Mon-Fri 9am-4.30pm; Sat 10am-2pm 


Unit 50,Vale Business Park, Cowbridge 
Tel: 01446 776253 

www.knightshealthcare.co.uk 
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New hostel for the 
homeless approved 
in Bridgend town 


PLANS to build a 
third hostel on land 
at Coity Road, 
Bridgend, have 
been approved by 
planners. 

Hendre Housing 

Association has been 
given permission to build 
the 16-bed hostel for the 


homeless on land now 
occupied by HHPG 
House, which is an office 
block due to be demol¬ 
ished. 

The hostel will pro¬ 
vide supported interim 
accommodation. It will 
be a three-storey building 
and will provide 16 en- 
suite bedrooms, plus a 


Chaos as the 
Cadets help 
Comic Relief 



Rhys Francis as ‘the CO’ and Cadet leuan 
Potts, impersonating Flight Sergeant 
Catherine John. 

ON Red Nose Day, a with 40 cadets on parade 
‘rank-swap’ saw a for a training evening, 

temporary new CO in ™ lvin * water > flour 
and Senior-Cadet ^cker-eatmg con¬ 
fer the night at the Temporary Corporal- 
headquarters of for-the-night, Dave 
1092 Bridgend Biddles, understands that 
Squadron ATC at the cadets’ charity com- 
Coity. mittee has decided to 

All ranks were ‘up for donate the cash raised to 
grabs’ and visiting Wing the Princess of Wales 
Staff Officer, Squadron Hospital Prostate cancer 
Leader Protheroe’s rank- a PP ea l- 
slides were ‘sold for a Bo >' s and girls f rom 
tenner’ to recruit-cadet a 8 e 13 who consider 
Thomas Daniel (13), who joining should not antici- 
addressed the ‘final P ate this level of fun and 
parade’, along with tern- stupidity on a nightly 
porary Flight Lieutenant basis but are welcome to 
Rhys Francis (15) and come along (with a par- 
temporary Fit Sgt leuan ent) to the Squadron 
Potts (16). headquarters at Joslin 

The squadron raised Terrace, at 7.30pm on 
£250 for charity, on an any Tuesday or Friday 
unusual evening of may- evening, to view a ‘nor- 
hem and indiscipline, mal’ night. 


communal lounge, din¬ 
ing area, kitchen, laun¬ 
dry, training room, inter¬ 
view room and staff 
offices. 

Access will be the 
same as at present, 
directly from Coity 
Road. The scheme has 
the support of the 
Housing and Community 
Regeneration department 
and is a high priority 
within the authority’s 
social housing grant pro¬ 
gramme, in partnership 
with the Welsh Assembly 
Government. 

The proposal is a 
working partnership 
between Hafod Care 
Housing Association and 
with their development 
arm, Hendre. 

This will be the third 
hostel type facility on 
Coity Road and problems 
of anti-social behaviour 
have occurred at the 
adjoining facility, which 
has no on-site supervi¬ 
sion at night. 

Commenting on resi¬ 
dents’ fears, planners 
state that the adjoining 
site accommodates five 
self-contained flats for 
the homeless and a fur¬ 
ther six flats, while com¬ 
munity facilities were 
built lower down Coity 
Road. 

These facilities have 
to be located close to 
town centres with easy 
access to public transport 
and local amenities. 

The report said that 
sites became available on 
Coity Road and each 
application accorded 
with development plan 
policies. The council is 
obliged to assess each 
planning application on 
its merits. 

While anti-social 
behaviour has been 
deemed to be a valid rea¬ 
son for refusing an appli¬ 
cation, the applicants in 
this case have confirmed 
that the new hostel will 
have 24-hour staffing 
with a ground floor bed¬ 
sit provided for staff to 
sleep over. 

The unit will not be a 
“walk-up” facility for the 
homeless and will be ten¬ 
anted with people nomi¬ 
nated by the council. 


A management plan 
will be agreed to ensure 
that the necessary care 
and support are provided 
to the users of the unit. 

The report went on: “It 
is expected that such a 
plan should ensure that 
problems of anti-social 
behaviour are minimised 
in and around the unit.” 

Hendre has also writ¬ 
ten to residents explain¬ 
ing the proposal and 
assuring them that it will 
not be used by people 
who have a problem with 
substance misuse and 
would also not provide 
emergency accommoda¬ 
tion. 

Objections were 
received from a number 
of residents of the Coity 
Road area concerned 
about further problems 
with anti-social behav¬ 
iour and drug and alcohol 
abuse. 

They claim that drugs 
paraphernalia has been 
found in the area since 
the drug rehab unit was 
opened. 

Planning officers said 
that the development 
should be approved 
because it complies with 
council and government 
policies and does not 
adversely affect privacy 
or visual amenities or 
affect neighbours’ ameni¬ 
ties sufficiently to war¬ 
rant refusal. 



ABOVE: Steven Davies with his wife Ruth and daughters Olivia and Kate. 

Mother’s pride as son 
helps disaster victims 


A LOCAL woman, 
Mrs Lynne Davies 
was a proud but 
worried mother 
until last Saturday, 
because her son was 
in Japan as a mem¬ 
ber of a Fire Service 
rescue team. 

Her son Steven is a 
station manager in Port 
Talbot; but has also vol¬ 
unteered to join the Great 
Britain overseas disaster 
rescue team. 

As a member of the 
rescue team he is on a 
rota of one week duty, 
and can be called to a dis¬ 
aster anywhere in the 


world 

Earlier this month, he 
took off from Manchester 
to fly to Japan, landing in 
the American air base in 
Misawa, 60 miles from 
the disaster area. 

The UK sent 10 teams, 
each consisting of six 
trained rescue staff. 

Steven’s rescue team 
from west Wales were 
then flown by the 
Americans in a helicop¬ 
ter to Ofunato, a town of 
70,000 inhabitants, 
which is 80 miles from 
the damaged nuclear 
power stations. 

Lynne told The GEM: 
“Because of the difficulty 
in communications, one 


member of the team 
sends an e-mail via satel¬ 
lite to Hampshire fire 
brigade, and they relay 
messages back to other 
brigades.” 

However, Lynne could 
breathe easy again last 
Saturday, when Steven 
arrived back in the UK. 

Teams were with¬ 
drawn when a Swiss 
team, operating nearer to 
the stricken nuclear reac¬ 
tor than Steven’s team, 
reported rising radiation 
levels. 

When Steven was 
young, his family lived in 
St Bride’s Road, 
Aberkenfig, and Steven 
went to school at Pandy 


Infants and Tondu Junior 
schools. He played rugby 
for Tondu RFC juniors. 

He went to 
Archbishop McGrath RC 
secondary school, and 
then on to Plymouth 
University, where he 
graduated with an ocean 
science degree. 

On leaving university 
he joined the Mid. and 
West Wales fire brigade, 
being stationed in 
Swansea. He played 
rugby for South Gower 
where he met his wife 
Ruth, and is the father of 
two girls Katie (seven) 
and Olivia (four) and 
now lives in Bishopston. 

CLIVE MITCHELL 


March muffins 
and flapjacks 


LALESTON WI 


At the March meet¬ 
ing, members 
enjoyed a treat of 
muffins and flap- 
jacks with their tea. 

The guest speaker 
Kath Mepham, who is a 
tutor at the WI Denman 
College, had prepared 
the goodies in advance 
and explained to the 
meeting how they were 
made. It made a 
change from the usual 
biscuits! 

The president said 
how much the ‘Holiday 
on Ice’ show had been 
enjoyed and she report¬ 


ed that tickets had been 
purchased for the show 
Joseph in Swansea on 
July 6. 

Helen Fry had 
arranged the inaugural 
meeting of the book 
club and meetings 
would be held on the 
first Wednesday of 
month at Pyle Life 
Centre; the next being 
on April 6 at 2pm. 

The next meeting will 
be on April 7 at the gar¬ 
dening club and new 
members will be most 
welcome. Why not 
come along at 7.15pm 
and join in? 


Join Bridgend Lions’ 
annual ‘Swimmafun’ 


AN annual swim gala (the 
Swimmafun) is a major feature 
of Bridgend Lions Club’s 
annual activities and is held in 
partnership with the borough’s 
community groups looking for 
an easy, attractive way to raise 
funds for their own projects. 

It’s been running for more than 30 
years and we are rather proud that it 
has produced more than £120,000 for 
the benefit of many such groups and 
local charities. 

Today’s financial climate makes it 
necessary for small groups to consider 
every possible way to maintain their 
income and the Lions’ Swimmafun is a 
perfect way to help. By getting their 
teams sponsored, local PTAs, Scouts, 
Guides, sporting and community 


groups can use the gala to provide 
additional income, to raise funds for a 
special project or perhaps just to help 
towards ongoing expenses. 

Other participating groups have 
included local charities or those who 
are supporting their employer’s nomi¬ 
nated cause. 

The Swimmafun is a wonderfully 
satisfying way to create a great team 
spirit in a very healthy activity, and it is 
returning this year to the new 
Ynysawdre Pool, Tondu, on Sunday, 
May 8, and we invite entries from all 
interested groups. 

Contact the Lions swim organiser, 
David Jones, on 07816 911249 for 
more details and we will send an infor¬ 
mation pack, or check out our web site 
www.bridgendlions.org.uk which has 
downloadable details. 

David Jones 


Who wants to build what and where in the county borough 


Mr D Tickner - Rear 1 
Locks Court, Porthcawl - 
Lop yew trees to height of 
approx four metres. 

Mr H S Thomas - 159 
West Road, Porthcawl - 
Crown lifting and reduction 
to various sycamore trees. 
Mr John Evans - 11 Park 
Street, Bridgend - Fascia 
signs. 

Greggs of the Midlands - 
Unit 11, Gentle Way, 
Broadlands - Internally 
illuminated badge sign box 
and projecting sign to rear 
of property. 

Citroen UK Limited - 
Bassetts Citroen, South 
Road, Bridgend Indusrial 
Estate - Various signs. 
Parkcare Homes (No. 2) 
Limited - Grove House, 
Heol-y-Cyw, Bridgend - 


Change of use of existing 
dwelling to care home (use 
class C2). 

Mr D Froley - 22 
Bredenbury Gardens, 
Porthcawl - Rear dormer 
extension. 

Welsh Ambulance Service 
(NHS) Trust - 4 Millers 
Avenue, Brynmenyn 
Industrial Estate, 
Bridgend - Change of use 
from tile and bathroom 
business to ambulance sta¬ 
tion. 

Brynhyfryd Camping - 
Brynhyfryd Ffordd y 
Gyfraith, Cefn Cribwr - 

C/u camping caravanning 
site to camp site for pitches 
for 12 caravans/motor 
homes inc seasonal cara¬ 
vans/tents. 

Parkdean Holidays - 


Trecco Bay Holiday Park, 
Porthcawl - Strengthening 
of existing coastal protec¬ 
tion and improvements to 
beach access including new 
access ramp. 

Mr B Thomas - 78 Heol 
Bryncwlis, Sarn - Two 
storey extension to existing 
building, re-sub of refusal 
P/10/784/FUL. 

A Bassett and Company 
Limited - Jackson Cars 
Ltd, South Road, 

Bridgend Industrial 
Estate - External over¬ 
cladding and showroom 
extension. 

Mr G Lee - 4 White Hart 
Cottages, Llan Road, 
Llangynwyd - Rear exten¬ 
sion. for larger kitchen/utili¬ 
ty with bedroom above, 
ground floor WC, 1 parking 


space and retaining wall to 
rear. 

Mr J Lyons and Miss L 
James - 7 Heol I re Dwr, 
Waterton - Single storey 
extension to living room 
and porch. 

Ms M Hodges - 6 White 
Hart Cottages, Llan Road, 
Llangynwyd - Rear exten¬ 
sion or larger kitchen/utility 
with bedroom above, new 
WC and retaining wall to 
rear. 

Mr and Mrs C and R James 
- 5 White Hart Cottages, 
Llan Road, Llangynwyd - 

Rear extension for 
kitchen/utility with bed¬ 
room above, ground floor 
WC and retaining wall to 
rear. 

Mr and Mrs R Henderson - 

9 Woodlands Rise, 


Bryntirion - Demolish 
substandard kitchen and 
erect new single storey rear 
extension. 

Mr Kim Walker - 23-27 
High Street, Ogmore Vale 

- Extend commencement of 
P/05/1686/FUL for further 
five years, nine self con¬ 
tained starter home flats. 

Mr M Morgan - 2 Castle 
Meadows, Coity - Single 
storey extension. 

Hafod Housing Association 

- 1 Springfield Close, 
Bridgend - Two storey 
extension with associated 
internal and external alter¬ 
ations including drainage 
works. 

Mr G Mackenzie - 37 
Riverside, Aberkenfig - 

Single storey front exten¬ 
sion. 


Mr M Joyce - Cae Plas, 
Ba nk ers Hill, Cefn Cribwr 
- Single storey rear exten¬ 
sion. 

Mr Robert Thomas - 11 
Heol y Bardd, Bridgend - 

Single storey rear exten¬ 
sion. 

Mr Frank Hope - 12 Heol 
Fawr, North Cornelly - 

Single storey rear exten¬ 
sion. 

Miss H D Thomas - 36 
Rockfields, Porthcawl - 

Extension to existing 
dormer. 

Mrs Marion Price - 18 
Lewis Avenue, Bridgend - 
Proposed bedroom and en- 
suite extension. 

Mrs Gladys Cooper - 27 
Lougher Place, North 
Cornelly - Shower room 
extension to rear with 


access ramp and handrail. 
Mr Alan Davies - 56 
Salisbury Road, Maesteg 

- Ground floor single 
extension for new entrance 
lobby, WC and utility room. 
Mr D Gully - Cwrt y 
Folan, Penyfai - 
Application to retain 1.4 
metre fence. 

Mr I Morgan - 8 
Bryntirion Hill, Bridgend 

- Two storey side extension 
and ground floor lean-to at 
rear. 

Aaron Photography - 59 
Commercial Street, 

Kenfig Hill - Proposed 
shop front improvements 
and new ramped access. 
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Porthcawl plans get the go-ahead as neighbours’ objections are over-ruled 

‘CUBIST’ HOUSE WILL BE ‘A BEACON’ 
AMONG ‘UNDISTINGUISHED HOUSES’ 


PLANS to build a cube-shaped house in 
Porthcawl have been given planning con¬ 
sent, despite objections from neighbours. 

Bridgend’s development control committee has 
granted permission to Mr TG Williams to build a 
new dwelling as a replacement for an existing prop¬ 
erty at 30, Beach Road, Newton. 

The new house, which will have an art deco 
design, will include a lift up to its flat roof and two 
swimming pools. 

The new house would be four-bedroom and three- 
storey with a flat roof at about 30 feet high. The lift 
shaft would extend for a further eight feet above the 
flat roof. 

The ground floor would house the swimming 
pool, utility room, technical room, bathroom and 
storage area. 

The first floor would include three bedrooms, liv¬ 
ing space, a library area and a small balcony. 

The second floor would contain the master bed¬ 
room and bathroom with a kitchen-dining area and 
extra living space. At this level, a large wooden deck 
area with a glazed balustrade would be provided on 
the southern side. 

A staircase would link the main floors and the lift 
would also link floors and give access to the roof. 

The building will be made of reinforced concrete 
clad with insulation and self coloured render. At sec¬ 
ond floor level, part of the northern and eastern bed¬ 
room wings would be curved and clad with copper. 

Timber has been avoided because of high mainte¬ 
nance in a coastal location, so external doors and 
windows will be powder coated aluminium. Contrast 
will be provided by the use of inert composite wood 
on the balconies and the clad sections of the south¬ 
ern side. 

The flat roof will be finished in dark grey water¬ 
proof membrane. 

A four-car garage will be built on the southern 
side with a sun deck above. It will be screened by a 
hedge planted on top of the garage. Steps down 
would lead to a small outdoor swimming pool. 

The council’s conservation and design officer 
offered strong support for the design. 

He said: “It is rare to receive a proposal for an 
imaginative design for a modern dwelling on a site 
where such design is fully justified, and where the 
proposed dwelling would enhance the interest and 
character of an area. 

“This is such a proposal and the application is 
strongly supported. It is believed that the building 
will be a beacon for good design and will transform, 
with a landmark building that had both character and 
quality, a group of undistinguished 20th century 
houses that lead from the historic core of Newton to 


REPORT by JAYNE ISAAC 

the beach.” 

The report says that the design statement pro¬ 
duced correctly identified the site as having “a spe¬ 
cial relationship to the sea and the sand dunes “ and 
being one “where an incident or landmark building 
is justifiable.” 

The Environment Agency, which has opposed 
other applications in the New Road area of 
Porthcawl on the grounds that they lie on a flood 
plain, states that this site is considered at risk of tidal 
flooding. 

However, the new house will replace a bungalow 
which has ground floor bedrooms and has no flood 
resilient design. 

On the basis that there are no ground floor bed¬ 
rooms, the design is flood resilient and an evacuation 
plan has been identified, the agency offers no objec¬ 
tion. 

Objections were lodged by Porthcawl Civic Trust 
on the grounds that the application was out of accord 
with policies which must be followed when consid¬ 
ering development within the Heritage Coast area. 

Caroline Vaughan, secretary of the society, 
described the design as “aggressively obtrusive in its 
stark, cuboid shape made even more invasive of the 
protected dunes by its height.” 

The society says that the new building would be a 
“brash concrete and glass structure” of a “blatantly 
overbearing design.” 

Architects Gillard Associates state that the design 
approach is appropriate to the seaside location, inter¬ 
preting the 1930s modernism of the pavilion at 
Bexhill on Sea, a style which has become synony¬ 
mous in the UK with coastal architecture. 

However, Mrs Vaughan, on behalf of the society, 
stated that Bexhill on Sea is not on a Heritage Coast 
and 1930s modernism is not appropriate in such a 
location. 

She said that suggesting that a landmark building 
would be acceptable within the Heritage Coast was 
“bizarre” when developments need to harmonise 
with one of the finest stretches of undeveloped coast 
in England or Wales. 

She added: “The society is deeply concerned with 
the increasing usage of the term ‘landmark building’ 
as a means of circumnavigating planning regula¬ 
tions.” 

The society does not object to a replacement 
building but feels that the new structure should blend 
into the environment rather than “make a statement 
of its own importance.” 

Residents of eight neighbouring properties also 


|| PENCQED TOWN AND DISTRICT TWINNING ASSOCIATION^! 

Plans in hand for twinning 
activities after great trip 



TWINNING in Pencoed is 
very much alive after a 
successful visit to 
Plouzane, Brittany, in 
September. 

The welcome by our twin town 
was very warm as usual and 
everyone present had a marvel¬ 
lous time. 

The trip included a visit to the 
historical area of Brest, which 
was followed by an open air 
lunch at Fort du Lee. We were 
treated to an evening’s entertain¬ 
ment by ‘Les Marineurs’ and 
served with excellent cuisine. 
Finally en-route to the ferry, we 
visited the Isle de Batz. 

This year, 2011 is looking like 
a busy year for the twinning asso¬ 
ciation. 

A visit to Waldsassen, 
Germany, has been arranged for 


June 9-14 with approximately 20 
members travelling. 

At the end of June, about 20 
people from Plouzane, including 
a small choir, are expected in 
Pencoed. Arrangements for this 
visit are well in hand, with a pro¬ 
gramme of entertainment already 
being booked. 

Hopefully, we will be able to 
accommodate all our visitors with 
host families in the Pencoed area. 
If you would like to host, and 
enjoy some splendid entertain¬ 
ment, contact one of the officers 
below. 

Continuing support from 
Pencoed Town Council is much 
appreciated. 

Pencoed Comprehensive 
School has had a link with the 
Haulptschule, Waldsassen, for 
about 20 years. In March, the 
school welcomed a student 


teacher from Waldsassen for 
about three weeks. In July 2010, 
the school hosted a visit from 
Waldsassen pupils and hope to 
visit Germany in July 2011. 

Most months, the association 
organises social meetings which 
are an ideal way to meet the peo¬ 
ple involved and find out more 
about twinning. The next two 
meetings are - Wednesday, April 
13, Easter Supper with some 
interesting competitions; and 
Wednesday, May 25, a light 
hearted German quiz. They all 
start at 7.30pm at Pencoed 
Welfare Hall. 

Anyone who would like to find 
out more about the twinning asso¬ 
ciation should contact Linda 
Lynham on 01656 863639 or 
Wendy McDonald on 01656 
865633. 

MARK STEER 


objected. They argued that the proposed develop¬ 
ment was totally out of character with the area and 
with other properties on Beach Road which were of 
traditional design. They say it will overshadow the 
unspoilt dunes on the Heritage Coast. 

In his appraisal, planning officer David Llewelyn 
said that despite what the civic trust has said, this site 
does not lie within the Glamorgan Heritage Coast, 
but was located immediately adjacent to it. It lies 
within the coastal zone boundary. 

The existing dwelling is a dormer bungalow 
which has no architectural value. The new property 
would be a replacement dwelling which was accept¬ 
able in principle. 

Mr Llewelyn said that despite criticisms of the 
design, it had silhouette, articulation, rhythm and 
colour. 

The design reflected the requirement of the client 


and also of the site context - with garages that 
“morph” into a sun deck and swimming pool. 

He went on: “The resulting building is innovative 
and imaginative and has a strong and memorable 
character. 

“That character has been inspired by 1930s mod¬ 
ernism and can be seen as appropriate to the coastal 
setting, because 1930s modernism itself was influ¬ 
enced by maritime themes.” 

He said that suggesting that the new development 
should blend into the environment was to misunder¬ 
stand the value to any built environment of incident 
and landmark buildings in the right location. 

Local member Ken Watts asked for a full site 
meeting and this was held before members took their 
decision. 

Planning consent was granted subject to a series 
of conditions. 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE 
COMMUNITY NEWS IN YOUR AREA 



Golden 

wedding 

Congratulations to 
Christine and Denis 
Portsmouth from 
East Avenue, 

Kenfig Hill, who 
will be celebrating 
50 years of mar¬ 
riage tomorrow. 

Christine, originally 
from Boston in 
Lincolnshire, met 
Dennis from Kenfig 
Hill, in the Pavilion, 
Porthcawl 52 years ago, 
while on holiday in 
south Wales. 

The couple were mar¬ 
ried at St Bartolphs in 
Boston, which is known 
locally as the Stump, as 
it was the church 
Christine had always 
attended. 

Dennis was bom in 
Kenfig Hill and they 
now live in that same 
house in East Avenue. 
Both are well known and 
popular members of the 
local community, with 
Christine being a mem¬ 
ber of the Ministry Team 
at St Theodore’s Church 
and Dennis being secre¬ 
tary of the Kenfig Hill & 
Pyle homing Pidgeon 
Society. 

They will be celebrat¬ 
ing with their daughter 
Shirley, son-in-law 
Michael, Son Robert, 
daughter-in-law Lynn 
and grandchildren 
Richard, Rachael, Amy 
and James, by having an 
open house at home 
tomorrow and then 
receiving a blessing in St 
Theodore’s Church on 
Saturday. 

This will be followed 
by a get-together with 
family and friends at the 
Grove Golf Club. 

Kenfig Hill 
parish 

THE Mothers Union 
welcome everyone to a 
coffee morning in the 
meeting room at Theo’s, 
Bridge Street, Kenfig 
Hill on Saturday, April 2 


at 10.30am. 

Mothering Sunday 
family services will be 
held on Sunday, April 3, 
at 9.30am in St 
Theodore’s Church 
Kenfig Hill and at 6.00 
pm in St Coleman’s 
Church, Cefn Cribwr. 

Councillor’s 

Surgery 

CLIVE JAMES, the 
county borough council¬ 
lor representing Pyle 
and Kenfig Hill ward, 
will be holding advice 
surgeries on Saturday, 
April 9 at the Talbot 
Community Centre, 9 
Prince Road Kenfig Hill 
from 10am - 11am and 
at the Pyle Life Centre, 
Pyle from 11.30 am- 12 
noon. Contact Coun 
James on 01656 741160. 

Pyle and 
Kenfig parish 

THE annual vestry meet¬ 
ing will be held on 
Thursday, April 7 at 
7pm. Nomination forms 
for PCC members and 
for people’s wardens 
have been put up on 
notice boards in the 
Church and will be taken 
down on April 3. 

There will be a meet¬ 
ing of the Social Sub in 
St James Church Hall at 
7pm on Thursday, March 
31. If anyone has any 
ideas for fundraising 
they would like you to 
speak to a committee 
member. 

Another social 
evening has been organ¬ 
ised, this time to see the 


We Will Rock You show 
at the Millennium 
Centre, Cardiff, on 
Tuesday, March 29. The 
coach will be leaving the 
church hall at 6pm. 

Pupils praised 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the following pupils 
of Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School who were 
nominated for impress¬ 
ing the staff at the 
school last week: Ewan 
Orchard, Class 1, Liam 
Evans, Class 2, Rhys 
Davies, Class 3, Mali 
Llewellyn, Class 4, 
Callum Lewis, Class 5, 
Lee Boundford, Class 6 
and Jorden Daniels from 
Class 7. The 
Headteacher’s award 
went to Ethan Hopkins. 

Congratulations also 
go to Cai Rogers, Megan 
Stevens, Emmi Joy, 
Taryn Matthews, Lois 
Flower, Christopher 
Hatherly, William 
Vaughan and Scott 
Roberts for their excel¬ 
lent behaviour during 
lunchtime last week, and 
as a reward they will be 
joining Mr Goldsworthy 
for lunch. 

Well done to Ceiran 
Jones, a pupil from class 
6, who has signed with 
Swansea City Football 
Club and is now a mem¬ 
ber of the club’s centre 
of excellence. All the 
Teachers and pupils at 
the school send their 
good luck wishes to him. 

There were no foot¬ 
ball matches last Friday; 
however, they will be 
playing the quarter-final 


VA NEWMAN GLASS QUIZ LEAGUE 


Llangewydd are 
the champions! 


THERE were high 
scores in this week’s 
matches. 

Only one team failed 
to reach 40 points. 
Congratulations to 
Llangewydd Arms on 
winning the League at 
their first attempt in 
Division One. They had 
the highest score, with 57 
points away to Laleston 
Inn ‘A’ who had 43. 

Royal Oak Nomads 
were given a tough test at 
Oldcastle ‘A’. At 30-29 
after the written section, 
both had full marks in the 
individual and just a little 
blip on the run-in by the 
home side lost them the 
game by 52-48. 

There was an excellent 
contest at Tyrisha Royals 
as Tondu Railway Club 
came good to win 53-47. 
Two in-form sides bat¬ 
tled it out at Llynfi Arms, 
where the home team just 
edged it from Mackworth 
Arms by 46-44. 

Already relegated 


were Tondu Railway. 
Coychurch Wanderers 
did well at Maesteg 
Catholic Club’s new 
venue, only going down 
by 47-43. 

In Division Two, the 
first four teams still have 
a chance of promotion. 
After being 100 per cent 
for a long period, Six 
Bells hit a rough patch 
and this week lost again 
at home to Pheasant 
Poachers 50-44. 

Cabo Roche, with a 
49-43 win against 
Llangeinor AFC, join Six 
Bells in first place and 
Pheasant Gamekeepers 
join the Poachers in 
joint-third after their 46- 
44 victory at Laleston 
Inn ‘B’. 

Oldcastle ‘B’s bad 
spell continues and they 
went down 42-38 at Pyle 
RFC and finally, Heol-y- 
Cyw RFC might just 
have escaped bottom 
spot having won 51-41 at 
Oddfellows Arms. 

Here are your teasers: 


1. ‘Patriotism is not 
enough’ were the last 
words by which English 
nurse executed by the 
Germans in World War 
One? 

2. British mills experi¬ 

enced the so-called 
‘Cotton crisis’ in the 
early 1860s because of 
the disruption 

caused by which over¬ 
seas cocflict? 

3. Name either of the 
two American Football 
sides who have played in 
four Superbowl finals 
and have yet to win the 
trophy? 

4. Fluorine, bromine, 
iodine, chlorine and asta¬ 
tine are known as what? 

A Rudge 
Hon sec Quiz 
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COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 

Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 



rugby match at home 
against Oldcastle this 
week. 

A book fair will be 
held at the school 
fromApril 4-8. Books 
will be available for pur¬ 
chase after school during 
that week. 

Concert - Auditions 
have been taking place 
this week for the end of 
year concert. Each year 
their productions have 
become more and more 
ambitious and this year 
is no exception. Mynydd 
Cynffig will be present¬ 
ing their own version of 
The Little Mermaid in 
the summer term. 

Last week, classes 4 
and 5 visited Cog Mors 
in Cilfyndd near Cardiff 
to take part in science 
activities. They studied a 
number of areas of sci¬ 
ence, including forensic 
and environmental 
investigations. 

Cog Mors has a 
‘hands-on and outdoor’ 
approach to learning 
about water treatment 
and environmental 
issues, an opportunity 
the pupils cannot experi¬ 
ence in school. 

Celebration 

ON March 11, a ‘hen 
party’ was held for one 
of the most popular 
ladies in Kenfig Hill, 

Roz Peers, who works in 


the local post office shop 
and was whisked away 
to celebrate her 40th 
birthday, in the Grove 
Golf Club. 

The major surprise 
was the present that they 
collectively gave her, a 
week’s holiday to 
Magaluf. Her friends 
then had the biggest sur¬ 
prise of all, for the first 
time in her life - Roz 
was speechless. 

Charity event 

THE ladies section of 
Kenfig Hill Labour Club 
will be holding a charity 
event at the club on 
April 1 at 8pm. 

There will be enter¬ 
tainment from a number 
of artists. Entrance is £2, 
payable at the door. 

Following on from 
this, the ladies have 
organised a fun fay on 
April 2. 

There will be many 
events during the day 
including mini sports, 
karaoke, fancy dress and 
a disco. Tickets only £1. 
All proceeds will be 
donated to support a 
local family and their, 
seven-year-old daughter 
Elva Costemooy, a pupil 
at Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School, who has 
been diagnosed with 
cancer. 

Full details on 07846 
679152. 


The Carers’ cafe 
serves community 



THERE’S more to 
Porthcawl’s 
Wednesday cafe than 
soup, sandwiches and 
homemade cake, as 
Assembly candidate 
Suzy Davies found out. 

Porthcawl’s 
‘Wednesday cafe’ won 
glowing praise from 
Assembly Conservative 
candidate for South 
Wales West Lucy Davies 
who met staff and volun¬ 
teers of Crossroads Care 
Bridgend County. 

“The atmosphere is 
just as good as the food. 
The word has obviously 
got around, as the cafe 
was very busy. Locals 
were popping in for 
lunch, along with a num¬ 
ber of carers who’d 
come in to spend the 
afternoon with their 
friends, ” she reported. 

“The cafe is run as a 
not-for-profit organisa¬ 
tion, supported in part 
by Bridgend County 
Borough Council. 
Nevertheless, this ven¬ 


ture encourages the 
organisation to think 
along social enterprise 
lines. ” 

Jane Questle, 
Crossroads Care’s 
Scheme Manager in 
Porthcawl added: “We 
are very proud of the 
community cafe in 
Porthcawl. We draw in 
people from a wide area, 
which is why we were 
inspired to open other 
community cafes in 
Ogmore Vale and Pyle. 

“We already co-oper¬ 
ate very closely with 
social services and com¬ 
munity health staff, as 
well as the Alzheimer’s 
Society and other local 
organisations. 
Crossroads Care is 
always looking to 
expand our services in 
the community and is 
keen to explore the idea 
of social enterprise as a 
way of helping us do 
that. ” 


News in and out 
of class at the 

Litchard Primary School 


EISTEDDFOD AU 

ST DAVID’S Day was celebrated a 
little later this year with the junior 
department eisteddfod. 

The event was a magnificent affair, 
with all pupils and staff getting 
involved for their relevant houses in 
Welsh dancing, singing, and oral 
recitations in Welsh and English. 

Judging went on throughout the 
morning and judges had a very difficult 
task. Miss John and Mrs Leyshon kept 
the scores, and the results of the hand¬ 
writing, English writing, poetry, Mari 
Lwyd tile printing, Welsh mirrors, coal 
miner sketches in pencil and charcoal 
and Eisteddfod Crowns, were also 
announced. 

Certificates were awarded to the 1st, 
2nd, 3rd place winners. 

The eisteddfod concluded with the 
Chairing of the Bard - to Lewys Biggs 
6R for his newspaper report on Island 
Farm. 

The infant department eisteddfod 
was also a great success. Each year 
group sang beautifully, with some 
excellent solo singers. Year-1 acted 
several sketches in Welsh and Year-2’s 
poetry recital and folk dancing showed 
excellent Welsh skills throughout Key 
Stage 1. 

WINNING HOUSE 

IN a repeat of last year’s results, Ty 
Porffor were the overall winners of 
eisteddfod 2011, narrowly beating 
last year’s runners-up Ty Melyn. 

Mrs Stephens commented on how 
impressed she was with the level of 
effort, accuracy and pronunciation that 
all the children had put into their per¬ 
formances. 

ESTYN INSPECTION 

LITCHARD Primary was inspected 
by a team of inspectors from Estyn 
who were very complimentary about 
the behaviour and overall conduct of 
the children. 

EISTEDDFOD RESULTS 

HANDWRITING: Year-3 - 1st, 
Robbie Williams - Eleri Thompson; 
2nd, I Carly - Seren Dancey; 3rd, 
Princess - Estella Woronin. 

Year-4 - 1st, Kesha - Millie Bryce; 
2nd, Tatty Teddy - Kayleigh Granville; 
3rd, Cuddles - Megan Davies. 

Year- 5 - 1st, Expeliamus 14 - Evan 
Laidler; 2nd, Edgeo - Emma 

Brook; 3rd, Baby Boo - Emily 
Bowden. 

Year-6 - 1st, Magic - Jessica 
Craddock; 2nd, Ghostly 123 - Jacob 
Lewis; 3rd, The Black Curse - Harry 
Hopkins. 

POETRY WRITING: Year 3 - 1st, 
Jack Rees - Euan Rees; 2nd, Rachel - 
Lucy Thomas; 3rd, Eleri Thompson. 

Year-4 - 1st, Kesha - Millie Bryce; 
2nd, Co Co - Chloe Quinn; 3rd, 
Cuddles - Megan Davies. 

Year-5 - 1st, Expeliamus 14 - Evan 
Laidler; 2nd, AKG 7X1 - 

Iestyn Thomas; 3rd, Reznov - Ammon 
Radclyffe. 

Year-6 - 1st, Purple Banana - 
Lewys Biggs; 2nd, Magic - Jessica 
Craddock; 3rd, Flammy Gobble 
Gooble - Emily Cadman. 

ENGLISH WRITING: Year 3 - 1st, 
Liam - Firebolt; 2nd, Olivia - Amy; 
3rd, Ella Jones and Ben Jones. 

Year-4 - 1st, I Hate School.com - 
Daniel Exton; 2nd, Cuddles - Megan 
Davies; 3rd, Kesha - Millie Bryce. 

Year-5 - 1st, Meggie Moo - Megan 
Howe; 2nd, Expeliamus 14 - Evan 
Laidler; 3rd, Emily Osment - Abigail 
Linforth. 

Year-6 - 1st, Lewys Biggs; 2nd, 
Sophie Penman; 3rd, Harry Hopkins, 
3rd, Zoe Mountjoy. 

YEAR 3 - MARI LWYD TILE 
PAINTING: 1st, Chloe - Ailish 
O’Sullivan; 2nd, Shane Williams - 
Ryan Neagle; 3rd, JLS - Lucy 
Thomas. 

YEAR 4 - WELSH MIRRORS: 1st, 
Selena Gomez - Lois Cook; 2nd, Tattie 
Teddy - Kayleigh Granville; 3rd, 
Black Eyed Peas - Mia Pritchard. 

YEAR 5 - COAL MINER 

SKETCHES: 1st, Steven Gerrard - 


Kieran Evans; 2nd, Katy Perry - 
Maisie Penman; 3rd, Cesc Fabregas - 
Tom Lewis. 

YEAR 6 - EISTEDDFOD 

CROWNS: 1st, Mamoon Ahmed; 
2nd, Adam Thomas; 3rd, Megan 
Hamilton. 

CHOIRS: 1st, Ty Melyn, Ty Coch; 
2nd, Ty Porffor, Ty Oren. 

ENGLISH RECITATION: Year-3 - 
1st, Dafydd Rees; 2nd, Lucy Thomas, 
2nd, Liam Kilbum and Kai Newman; 
4th, Eva Smith. 

Year-4 - 1st, Kyle Channing; 2nd, 
Abigail Matthews ; 3rd, Megan 
Davies; 3rd, Rhys Griffiths. 

Year-5 - 1st, Callum Vause; 2nd, 
Nathan Alexander; 3rd, Iwan Wheeler; 
4th, Erin Morgan. 

Year-6 - 1st, Aaron Alston; 2nd, 
Jamie Davies; 3rd, Nia Bayliss; 4th, 
Nia Obaid. 

SINGING: Year-3 - 1st, Ryan Neagle 
and Ben Jones; 2nd, Tom Matthews 
and Ethan Bromley; 3rd, Estella 
Woronin and Ella Jones; 3rd, Emma 
Bevan and Grace George. 

Year-4 - 1st, Annie Llewellyn and 
Kayleigh Granville; 2nd, Ellie 
Williams, 2nd Mia Pritchard and 
Millie Bryce; 4th, Lewis Jones and 
Rhys Loveluck. 

Year-5 - 1st, Abigail Linforth, 1st, 
Evan Laidler; 3rd Tayla-Rae Lewis and 
Millie Bums, 3rd Laurie Morris and 
Ellie Davies 

Year-6 - 1st, Megan Evans; 2nd, 
Jessica Craddock; 2nd, Harry Hopkins; 
4th, Morgan David. 

FOLK DANCING: Year 3 - Ty Coch; 
Year-4 - Ty Porffor; Year-5 - Ty 
Melyn; Year-6 - Ty Coch, Ty Porffor. 
WELSH RECITATION: Year-3 - 
1st, Tom Matthews; 2nd, Jordan Jones; 
3rd, Louis Edwards, 3rd Olivia Howe. 

Year-4 - 1st, Elizabeth Dowdall; 
2nd, Chloe Quinn; 3rd, Megan Davies; 
4th, Daniel Exton. 

Year-5 - 1st, Megan Howe; 2nd, 
Lowri Howells; 3rd, Iestyn Thomas; 
4th, Morgan Hall. 

Year-6 - 1st, Dafydd Thomas; 2nd, 
Alex Harrison; 3rd, Ryan Kershaw, 
3rd, Jack Bogue. 

PIANO: The four entries for the piano 
competition all were so good that Miss 
John could not decide between them, 
so well done to Abigail Linforth, Lowri 
Howells, Megan Howe and Imogen 
Lewis who all shared first prize. 
GUITAR: 1st, Bailey Ringham; 2nd, 
Matthew Bird; 3rd, Lewys Biggs. 

SCHOOL 

GYMNASTICS 

THE school gymnastics team 
entered the Mid Glamorgan tumble 
and vault competition and narrowly 
missed out on bronze medals by 0.9 
points. 

This was a very reputable perform¬ 
ance against gymnasts who are cur¬ 
rently training with the British Squad. 

SUPER SWIMMER! 

Well done to Ella Matthews from Miss 
Duffy’s reception class who has recent¬ 
ly passed her 5m swimming badge! 

WELL BOXED, BENJI! 

CONGRATULATIONS to Benji 
Edwards 6S who won his second 
school boy boxing championship on 
February 22. 

He beat boxers from Barry, Cardiff 
and Cwmbran to claim the Welsh vest. 
Benji has now fought 13 bouts with 12 
wins - what a record! 

SPARE KIT NEEDED 

DOES anyone have any spare sports 
kit such as shorts, t-shirts and jog¬ 
gers in junior sizes that their chil¬ 
dren have outgrown? 

We do keep a small supply of kit, 
but this is often borrowed and not 
returned. Thank you. 

THANK YOU, IVOR! 

A VERY big thank you to larger than 
life builder ‘Ivor Goodsite’, who visit¬ 
ed our school this week to explain to 
the children all about the dangers on 
a building site. 
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The choir 

do some 

last 

minute 

revision 

before 

taking to 

the stage 

at the 

Porthcawl 

Pavilion! 

YSTRADOWEN CHOIR IN 
PORTHCAWL FESTIVAL 


COR Meibion Y 
Machlud of 
Ystradowen made a 
guest appearance at 
Porthcawl Pavilion’s 
recent Cwlwm 
Celtaidd festival of 
folk dancing and 
music. 

This was followed by 
a lively evening in the 
‘Eisteddfod Mochyn 
Du held in Cardiff, 
when the choir sang 
traditional Welsh folk 
songs (Ar Hyd Y Nos, 


Oes Gafr Eto, 
Mollianwn) together 
with some well loved 
Welsh hymns (Deus 
Salutis and 
Gwahoddiad) to an 
appreciative Sunday 
afternoon audience in 
Porthcawl. 

A more competitive 
atmosphere, however, 
existed in Cardiff 
where the choir was 
competing against for¬ 
mer National 
Eisteddfod winners 
Cordydd and Cor 


Ollie looking for 
a caring owner 



ABOVE: Three-year-old Ollie is a 
playful cat who needs a new home. 
THE Maesteg Animal Welfare Society 
(MAWS) is trying to find a home for Ollie. 

Ollie is a three-year-old male tabby cat and has 
been neutered, microchipped and vaccinated. 

Jan Brady from MAWS said; “Ollie is very play¬ 
ful, but a little boisterous with young children. 

“He is one of many cats that we are looking to 
home at the moment.” 

To find out more, telephone Jan on 01656 
721496. 


Search for a new 
Post Office in Wick 


ANOTHER rural 
village is facing the 
loss of its Post 
Office - although in 
this case the closure 
has been described 
as “temporary”. 

Post Office Limited 
has written to “opinion 
formers” and customers 
in the area of Wick to 
inform them that, follow¬ 
ing the resignation of the 
subpostmaster and the 
withdrawal of the prem¬ 
ises for Post Office use, 
the local branch will be 
closing temporarily on 
March 30. 

A Post Office 
spokesman said: “I 
would like to assure 
everyone that it remains 
our intention to keep a 
Post Office service in 
Wick, and we are cur¬ 
rently investigating the 


options available. 

“Our priority is to 
maintain Post Office 
services to local commu¬ 
nities and it is therefore 
important that any future 
service is sustainable for 
the person operating the 
service, and for Post 
Office Limited. 

“Post Office Limited 
would like to apologise 
for any inconvenience 
the temporary closure 
may cause and to thank 
our customers for their 
patience at this time. 

Plaid Cymru AM 
Chris Franks said: “Plaid 
welcomes the assurances 
from the Post Office that 
they intend to keep a 
service in Wick. 

“I hope the residents 
of Wick and the sur¬ 
rounding area will not 
have to wait long for an 
alternative service.” 


Mochyn Du, the last 
named, playing at 
home, won the night’s 
first prize awarded by 
the eminent adjudica¬ 
tor and conductor 
Alwyn Humphries ,in a 
contest between six 
choirs. 

While disappointed 


not to have won more 
than a small consola¬ 
tion prize,Cor Meibion 
Y Machlud’s musical 
director, Eifion Davies, 
felt that the choir’s 
visit to Sophia Gardens 
had not been wasted. 

“We need to compete 
more often at this level 


to continue with our 
preparations for this 
year’s Eisteddfod in 
Aberteifi and (indeed 
the National) if we are 
to enter when it comes 
to the Vale next year,” 
he said. 

RICHARD 

KENNARD 


Porthcawl’s picnic 
for British Legion 


THE 90th birthday 
of the Royal British 
Legion is being cel¬ 
ebrated in 

Porthcawl - with a 
Picnic in the Park. 

This open-air event, 
which will include a 
concert, will take place 
in the grounds of All 
Saints’ Church on 
Saturday, July 2. 

If the weather is 
inclement, the event will 
transfer indoors to the 
church and church hall. 

There will be a nomi¬ 
nal entry fee and a buck¬ 
et collection, with all 
proceeds going to the 
90th anniversary Poppy 
Appeal. 

A number of local 
choirs, bands and instru¬ 
mental groups are com¬ 
mitted to the event, 
including Nottage 

Primary School, 

Porthcawl 
Comprehensive and the 
Swansea Air Cadets 
Bugle Band. 

Local air, sea and 
army cadet units are 
involved and members 
of Porthcawl Lions and 
Rotary will help with 
ste warding. 

Invitations are being 
sent to other Royal 
British Legion branches 
throughout south Wales 


to take part with their 
standards, which will 
bring a large number of 
people into Porthcawl on 
the day. 

An exhibition on the 
history of the Porthcawl 
branch is being put 
together by John David 
and Keith Morgan and 


EVERY child in 
Porthcawl is to 
receive a special 
medal being struck 
to mark the 
Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee next year. 

The Diamond Jubilee 
committee has agreed 
that the medal, which 
will bear the logo of 
Porthcawl Town 
Council, will be given 
to every pupil at six 
local schools as part of 
the celebrations being 
organised in the town. 

The committee will 
be carrying out fund 
raising over the next 
year and has also been 
promised a grant of 
£10,000 from the town 
council. 


will take place in the 
church. 

It will also be held at 
other venues with 
approaches being made 
to the library and the 
YMCA. 

Further details will be 
available nearer the date 


A series of events is 
being planned for the 
period June 2 to June 
10 , 2012 . 

In the meantime, 
local historian Keith 
Morgan is working on a 
commemorative book 
about the town which 
will include photographs 
and memories from the 
period 1952 to 2012. 

This is being pub¬ 
lished later this year and 
will be on sale locally. 

Local businessman 
Lindsay Morgan has 
been elected chairman 
of the committee and he 
has brought together a 
team of people from 
various groups in the 
town to form the com¬ 
mittee. 


A jubilee medal 
for the children 
of Porthcawl... 


THE ROAD CROSSING 
DEBATE CONTINUES 


THE possibility of providing a 
pedestrian crossing at Newton 
Nottage Road in Porthcawl is still 
under consideration. 

The Capital Projects Committee 
of the town council heard that a 
pedestrian survey carried out on the 
road showed that there was a low 
usage of people crossing the road. 

Coun Norah Clarke said that for 
a crossing to be regarded as war¬ 
ranted, it must score 100 in the sur¬ 
vey but the Newton Nottage Road 
site scored only 4.2. She said that 
Fulmar Road scored more with 6 

Coun Clarke said it was an unjus¬ 
tified use of public money to place a 


crossing in an area which profes¬ 
sionals felt was not necessary. 

The scheme has been strongly 
supported by Coun Alana Davies 
who said that residents of houses on 
the side of the road furthest from 
town had been campaigning for a 
crossing. 

The cost of providing a crossing 
has been given as £40,000 plus, and 
Coun Gerald Davies asked if it was 
legal for the council to spend money 
against the professional advice of 
experts. 

This is to be investigated by clerk 
Alison Leyshon with a report back to 
a full council meeting. 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Support 

group 

THE Clinical Support 
Group has been 
formed to provide 
advice and information 
to patients, family 
members and friends 
of anyone who has had 
surgery for bowel or 
bladder problems. 

The group will be 
meeting in the residents’ 
block community hall of 
the Princess of Wales 
hospital on Friday, 

March 25 between 2pm- 
3.30pm. Everyone is 
welcome and refresh¬ 
ments will be provided. 
For details, telephone 
Jackie on 07843 988432. 

Maesteg U3A 

THE February meeting 
of this charity was very 
well attended when the 
speaker Jane 
Woodford’s subject 
was ‘Israel and the 
Arab World’. 

It was an informative 
and balanced narrative, 
covering the political 
divides between the peo¬ 
ple, the boundaries of 
the countries, and prob¬ 
lems caused within these 
divides. 

The subject created a 
spirited debate among 
the members. 

The next meeting of 
the U3A will be held at 
the Central Church Hall, 
opposite the bus station 
at 2.30pm on March 29. 
The speaker, Mr Roy 
Evans, will speak on 
‘Climate change and 
you’. 

Cross¬ 

country 

TYNYRHEOL pri¬ 
mary school head¬ 
teacher Martin 
Griffiths, is pleased 
with its involvement in 
the cross-country races 
that take place at sec¬ 
ondary schools in the 
Bridgend CBC area. 

At the last race in 
Cynnfig, the school had 
four competitors taking 
part: Amber Crowle, 
loan Davies, Kai Lewis 
and Jake Whitfield. 

Each term, friends of 
the school donate a book 
to the most improved 
reader in each class. 

This term, the most 
improved readers were: 
Class 1 - Eithan Thomas 
who was presented with 
My Treasury of Fairy 
Tales. Class 2 - Kalem 
Podmore received a 
Children’s Knowledge 
Encyclopaedia. Class 3 
- Amber Croale received 
Children’s Illustrated 
Internet Linked 
Encyclopaedia. 

The books were pre¬ 
sented at the school 
assembly. 

Basic skills 

TONDU primary 
school head Mrs Sue 
Pilsher praised teacher 
Miss Handley, who had 
volunteered to co-ordi¬ 
nate work produced to 
demonstrate the pupils’ 
development in basic 
skills. 

Last week, there was 


an assessor at the school 
who spent a day talking 
with the staff, pupils, 
governors and parents. 
Through the efforts of 
everyone involved, the 
school has again been 
awarded the ‘Basic 
Skills’ quality standard. 

Mr Lewis ’ class would 
like to invite all parents 
and friends to share in 
their class assembly at 
10.20am tomorrow 
(Friday, March 25). 

Charity work 

OGMORE Valley 
Ladies Choir and 
Society have raised 
more than £58,000 
since 1998, for chari¬ 
ties. 

Each year, they nomi¬ 
nate a charity and this 
year it is the Macmillan 
Nurses. 

The society recently 
held a coffee morning at 
the Ogmore Vale welfare 
hall, which raised the 
grand total of £430. This 
will be added to money 
already raised at other 
events and will be pre¬ 
sented to the charity 
later in the year. 

Volunteers 

sought 

THE Wildlife Trust of 
South and West Wales 
is looking for volun¬ 
teers to help organise 
events at the visitors’ 
centre in the nature 
reserve at Parc Slip, 
Tondu. 

Also, a wildlife watch 
leader is needed for the 
children’s group at 
Kenfig nature reserve 
organised by the trust. 

Full details from 
Nicola on 01656 
725399. 

Soup lunches 

IN support of the char¬ 
ity Christian Aid a 
lunch consisting of a 
bowl of soup, bread 


and a Welsh cake will 
be provided at the 
Bible church, Pandy 
Road, Aberkenfig on 
Saturday, March 26 
between 12noon and 
1.15pm. 

The lunch only costs 
£2.50 and all money 
raised will be donated to 
the charity. 

Music 

extravaganza 

MAESTEG Gleemen 
male voice choir is 
holding its annual con¬ 
cert in the town hall, 
Maesteg on Saturday, 
March 26 at 7pm. 

The choir under its 
musical director Alun 
Hodges, also has a num¬ 
ber of solo artists taking 
part. 

Tickets on sale at the 
ticket office or telephone 
John on 01656 
735007/739365. 

The choir rehearses at 
the Royal British Legion 
club, Commercial Road 
on Monday/Thursday 
evenings 7pm-8.30pm. 
Visitors are always wel¬ 
come. 

Ladies 

choir 

Cor Merched Cwm 
Garw (Garw Valley 
ladies choir) is holding 
its annual concert on 
Friday, March 25 at 
7.15pm in Blaengarw 
Rugby Club. 

Joining them will be 
guests Ogmore Valley 
male voice choir and 
music will be provided 
by the Pencoed silver 
band. 

The ladies choir 
rehearses in the 
Pontycymer old age pen¬ 
sioners centre on Friday 
evenings between 
7.30pm-8.30pm. Visitors 
and new members wel¬ 
come. More information 
on 01656 871024. 



Loyal Dottie 
needs a home 


The GEM is in partnership with 
the Dog’s Trust to find caring 
homes for animals in their charge 
at Bridgend Rehoming Centre 
(Telephone: 01656 725219) 


THIS week, Linda 
Feagan highlights 
Dottie, a nine-year- 
old terrier. 

Dottie is currently 
overweight, so is on a 
diet and exercise plan - 
she loves her walks and 
off-lead runs! She is a 
strong-minded little girl, 
and will need an owner 
who is used to terrier 
types. 

She will need a few 
visits from her prospec¬ 
tive owner before being 
rehomed. Once she has 
bonded with you she is 
really worth the effort - a 
loving and loyal little 
dog! 

She is housetrained, 
and fine to be left alone 
for a few hours. Dottie is 
looking for an adult-only 
home, and would love to 


DOTTIE. 

be the only dog - and the 
centre of attention! 
Please consider her, she 
is really missing some 
home comforts. 

If you would like to 
offer Dottie a home, visit 
the Dogs Trust, Court 
Colman, Pen-y-Fai, 
Bridgend, or call 01656 
725219. You can see 
Dottie and some of her 
friends online at 
www. dogstrust. org. uk 
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PUPILS HELP OUT MARIE CURIE 


PUPILS from year- 
1 at High Street 
Primary school, 
Barry, raised an 
amazing £123 for 
Marie Curie Cancer 
Care by taking part 
in the *.Mini Pots of 
Care’ project. 

Each child grew a 
daffodil from a bulb 
and donated money to 
take it home. The chil¬ 
dren also hosted their 
own Daffodil Day tea 
party to raise even more 
money. 

The project was thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed by all 
and the school is 
thrilled to have raised 
so much money for a 
very worthy cause. 

On Friday, the class 
followed up with even 
more fundraising by 
dressing up as monsters 
for Comic Relief. 


ABOVE: The pupils proudly show off their daffodils for Marie Curie. 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon « 
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PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 


Two floors with a comprehensive display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, Range Cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 


LCD & Plasma TV’s now in stock 
and on display. Also all accessories 
Hdmi leads, set top boxes, etc. 

- all at the lowest prices around!! 


OPEN: Monday- Saturday 9am -5.30pm 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & snowroo 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 

Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


1 TEG Design • Janies Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG • L E C • 


School speakers 
hit the heights! 


THE Ysgol Bro Morgannwg 
junior public speaking team, 
Owen Young, Robin Tait, and 
Leah Robinson (year-9) 
achieved an astonishing second 
place out of 72 teams in the 
South Wales Rotary 
Competition held recently at 


Crickhowell. 

The school was delighted 
that Robin won the prize for 
best proposer. 

A magnificent result for 
these young people, promoting 
bilingualism at its best. MT 


Pupils go to great lengths 
for breast cancer charity 


CHILDREN and teachers at St 
David’s Church in Wales 
Primary School, Colwinston, 
recently took part in a sponsored 
swim - to raise funds to support 
the new breast cancer unit, 
based at Llandough hospital. 

They had to swim as many 
lengths or widths of a swimming 


pool as they could in one hour, cause, in a fun and enjoyable 
Mrs Rosser, who coordinated way. 
the sponsorship effort, said: “At “a total of £450 was raised 
St David’s wepromote a healthy (m(l l h% 

lifestyle. Lengths for Life was a , , / . 

great opportunity for the chil- ^um! Thanks to everyone who 
dren, and teachers alike, to be S ave their time, to support this 
physically active and to raise fundraising event so enthusiasti- 
funds for such a worthwhile cally.” 


THERE was an 
article in The GEM 
on February 24 
regarding the 180th 
anniversary of the 
Frolic steamer dis¬ 
aster, wrecked off 
Nash Sands in 
March 1831 and the 
history of the Nash 
Lighthouses. 

A gathering of inter¬ 
ested people recently 
met at Nash Lighthouse 
to commemorate the 
occasion, organised by 
Brian Keitch who has 
researched the disaster. 

He arranged with 
Trinity House to pay a 
visit to the lighthouse at 
Nash. 

It was a most interest- 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


ing afternoon, with peo¬ 
ple coming from all over 
the Vale. At the same 
time, a plaque was 
unveiled on the Quay at 
Haverfordwest to com¬ 
memorate the Frolic, 
which sailed from there 
on that fateful night. 

There were no sur¬ 
vivors and bodies are 
buried throughout the 
coastal area of the 
Bristol Channel. I did 
some research of my 
own and found one to be 


Mayor’s ValePlus 
coffee morning 

VALEPLUS, the local charity that pro¬ 
vides lifelong learning and leisure oppor¬ 
tunities for people with learning disabili¬ 
ties, will be holding a fundraising morning 
on Tuesday, March 29. 

The event is hosted by the Mayor of the Vale of 
Glamorgan and will be held at St Helen’s Church 
Hall on Wyndham Street, Barry, between 
10.30am-12noon. Tickets cost £1.50 and include 
tea/coffee and a biscuit. 

There will be a range of stalls to include cake, 
crafts, toiletries, as well as a raffle. 


buried in the churchyard 
of St Bridget’s, St Brides 
Major. James Lloyd, 
late butler of R L 
Ackland of Boulston in 
the county of Pembroke 
was one of the unfortu¬ 
nate passengers who per¬ 
ished on that night. 
ORRA celebrated two 
birthdays at their last 
meeting on Thursday, 
March 18; Miriam (90) 
and Joy (81). ‘Happy 
birthday’was sung to 
them. Members also 
enjoyed a film by Geoff 
and Rhiannan of their 
holiday cruise. 

EILEEN MATHEWS 
celebrated her ‘bus 
pass’ birthday with 
family and friends at 
the Fox and Hounds on 
March 18, to make it a 
three-day event, she 
was also mentioned on 
a BBC programme by 
Owen Money on 
Saturday. 

Eileen hasn’t been 
well of late, but is now 
making good progress. 
She requested any 


birthday gifts should 
be made to the Stroke 
Association Tuesday 
Club, Bridgend, who 
have helped her 
through this trouble¬ 
some time. We wish 
her well. 

THE local produce mar¬ 
ket on Saturday was 
again a success with yet 
another new stall, Welsh 
coffee. The next market 
will be held on Saturday, 
April 16. 
DIARYDATES: 

Grand boot sale and 
produce market on 
Saturday, May 21 (10am 
-2pm). Gates open for 
sellers 9am, to be held 
in the field next to the 
Vicarage (CPD’s field). 
For information, phone 
01656 880385, or email 
events @floattec. co. uk. 

Serenade at Slade, 
Southerndown - opera 
gala in the garden, 
Saturday June 18. Gates 
open 5.30pm. 
Performance starts 7pm. 
Further information on 
01656 880048. 

National Gardens 
Scheme open for charity 
- Slade, Southerndown. 
Admission £3, children 
free. Saturday and 
Sunday 16-17 April, 

1 lam-5 pm. 
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Out and About with The GEM 


The day Merlin and 
Arthur met a certain 
Merlin and Arthur! 


BARRY Island the¬ 
atre group T4K 
have been busy 
rehearsing for their 
new show, the hilar¬ 
ious musical ‘What 
a Knight’, set in 
Camelot. 

T4K's Merlin and 
Arthur recently visited 
Amelia Trust Farm and 
met their new donkeys, 
who as if by magic, 
were also called Merlin 
and Arthur! 

Dedicated volunteers 
organised various 
fundraising events to 
buy the donkeys and 
hope to train them to 
give children rides. The 
group also aim to raise 



BEACH 

CLEAN 

FRIENDS of Barry 
Beaches will meet for 
their March beach 
clean at Porthkerry 
beach on Sunday, 
March 27 at 3pm (by 
the cafe). 

The February beach 
clean at Jackson’s Bay 
was a great success, 
with six bags of recy¬ 
cling and five bags of 
rubbish being collect¬ 
ed. 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

I OCEAN LOUNGE: 


enough funds to buy a 
foal. 

A spokeswoman 
reported: “Hannah (King 
Arthur) and Sarah 
(Merlin the magician) 
had great fun getting to 
know the donkeys, but 
the four-legged Merlin 
and Arthur seemed a lit¬ 
tle dazzled by their 
namesakes costumes,” . 

T4K will be perform¬ 


ing ‘What a Knight’ at 
Barry Island Community 
Centre at 7.30pm on 
April 1-2. There is also a 
matinee on Saturday at 
2.30pm. Tickets are 
available from A & A 
Dance wear, Park 
Crescent Barry or on the 
door. Merlin and Arthur 
the donkeys can be seen 
at Amelia Trust Farm, 
Five Mile Lane, Barry. 


Art in Penarth 


APRIL being the gar¬ 
den season, the 
Washington Gallery 
at Penarth is show¬ 
ing a collection of art 
and crafts, all related 
to the outdoors. 


WV PORTHKERRY 

^ OPEN: 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY LUNCHTIMES 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY EVENINGS 
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4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 

$ Bookings now being taken for 

4c Sunday, April 3rd 

£ 3 course meal - £9.95 

* plus pianist/violin 


Saturday, 26th March 
LEE JAY (vocalist) 

Saturday, 2nd April 

DAVE MONROE (vocalist) 

Plus BI NGO 

Saturday, 9th April 

BOBBY LEE RAYm) 

Plus BINGO 

Saturday, 16th April 

GREG COLLI NS (vocalist) 

Plus BI NGO 

SUNDAY ROAST £6.95 

in the Ocean Lounge Bar 

Booking Advisable 


MOTHER’S DAY 


: Booking highly recommended 



CAR BOOT SALE 

EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm 

To find us - click directions@ 

www.finejoust.com 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 


4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 


Dibbers and plants, 
pots and tealights, 
ceramic tables, photo¬ 
graphs and garden 
tableaux fused in glass 
all have been moved 
into the upper gallery 
for one month, begin¬ 
ning on April 1. 

In the lower gallery 
will be artist Jane 
Maddox, with her spec¬ 
tacular display of 
nature-inspired paper 
displays. 

This includes a rare 
butterfly species instal¬ 
lation along the back 
wall. 


Children’s 

books 

winners 

THE winners of our 
recent competition 
were Ieuan Brown, 
Cowbridge; Sarah 
John, Cefn Glas; 
Jon Foyle, Maendy, 
and Jacqui Evans, 
Talbot Green - con¬ 
gratulations to you 
all, and look out for 
more great GEM 
competitions! 


‘JOIN THE 
MACMILLAN 
CENTENARY 
CHALLENGE’ 


MACMILLAN 
Cancer Support 
which is celebrating 
its 100th birthday 
this year, has joined 
forces with The 
GEM to urge local 
companies to help 
raise funds during 
centenary year - by 
taking part in a 
Centenary 
Challenge. 

Sue Pickin, fundrais¬ 
ing manager, said: “It’s 
a chance for businesses 
to help Macmillan build 
on all that we have been 
able to achieve so far. 

“There are 120,000 
people living with can¬ 
cer in Wales, and this 
figure is set to double by 
2030. 

“Macmillan aims to 
be there for patients and 
their families and carers 
throughout their cancer 
experience, helping to 
make life easier through 
medical, emotional, 
financial and practical 
support, but we cannot 
do this on their own.” 


The charity is chal¬ 
lenging 100 businesses 
in the are to come for¬ 
ward and each pledge to 
raise £1,000 for 
Macmillan during 2011. 

Whether it’s through 
staff taking part in 
events, encouraging sup¬ 
port from customers or 
making a donation, there 
are many ways to get 
involved; 

“Together, you and 
another 99 companies 
could raise £100,000 
which could fund a 
Macmillan nurse for two 
years. Your company 
will get real business 
benefits (and have fun!) 
by taking part, engaging 
with the community and 
your staff, while at the 
same time helping to 
make a real difference to 
the lives of local people 
affected by cancer,” Sue 
explained. 

To sign up and to 
receive a fundraising 
pack, please contact Sue 
Pickin on 01656 867966 
or email 

spickin @ macmillan. org. 
uk. 


Pub quiz helps 
out charities! 


*_ 


a t 


FOR the past two years, the Blacksmiths 
Arms at Llanmaes has been the venue for a 
Wednesday evening quiz night and the 
£1.50 entry charge raises approximately 
£1,500 each year, all of which is donated to 
local charities. 

Last year, ‘World at Play’ received the £1,500 to 
help fund a third expedition to the orphanages of 
eastern Europe, leaving south Wales this June. 

Pictured with Peter Emery (a Llanmaes resident 
and occasional quizmaster) is Steve Thomas, who 
represented and collected £300 last week for the 
local-based charity ValePlus. 

Steve explained to those taking part in last 
Wednesday’s quiz that the donation will assist in the 
work of ValePlus, which supports adults within our 
community with learning difficulties. 


Charity walk for brain 
tumour foundation 


THE Ed Evans 
Foundation is ask¬ 
ing supporters to 
make time for a 
charity walk on 
Sunday, May 1. 

The charity, set up in 
memory of Ed Evans, 
works to raise awareness 
of the plight of brain 
tumour patients, their 
families and friends. 

Ed was brought up in 
Marcross and first expe¬ 
rienced symptoms of a 
brain tumour in 2001. At 
the time he was training 
to be a diver with the 


Royal Navy. 

The tumour proved to 
be inoperable, and Ed 
embarked on a long 
series of treatments. 

His experiences 
prompted him to set up 
the foundation in 2006, 
primarily to thank the 
hospital staff who had 
treated him during 
courses of chemotherapy 
and radiotherapy. 

Sadly, Ed lost his bat¬ 
tle a year after setting up 
the foundation, but 
friends and family con¬ 
tinue its work to this 
day. 


This is the fourth year 
that the foundation has 
organised a charity walk, 
and supporters have the 
choice of opting for a 
long or short walk. 

Both walks start from 
the Horseshoe Inn, 
Marcross, and the long 
walk leaves at 10am, and 
the short at 11am. 

An entry form and 
further information is 
available from www.ede- 
vansfoundation.co.uk or 
by telephone from 01656 
890217 or 01656 
890309. 


Mike gets top artist 
accolade from society 

THE Cowbridge Art 
Society annual 
spring competition 
for the Keith Jones 
Trophy took place 
on Thursday and 
the subject this year 
was ‘shadows’. 

There were many 
entries and the stan¬ 
dard was high. They 
were judged by Lloyd 
Rowe, who eventually 
chose a painting by 
Mike Davies. 

The photograph shows Lloyd Rowe, Mike Davies and Keith James, 
who presented the trophy. 



Charity 

ball 

A GLAMOROUS 
masked ball is to be 
held at Dyffryn 
Gardens to raise funds 
for the Vale of 
Glamorgan Mayor’s 
charities. 

The evening will also 
include a charity auc¬ 
tion, and the mayor, 
Coun Colin Osborne, has 
chosen East Vale 
Community Transport, 
Ashgrove School in 
Penarth and Llandough 
School Association, as 
the mayoral charities for 
his year of office. 

The Mayor’s Ball will 
take place on Saturday, 
April 9; tickets cost £30 
each, including a four- 
course dinner and danc¬ 
ing until midnight to the 
Bridgend Big Band. 

For more details, con¬ 
tact the Mayor’s office on 
01446 709301 for further 
information. 


Walk a mile 
in her shoes! 

MEN in Barry and the continue offering support 


Vale are being encour¬ 
aged to take part in a need, 
charity event named ^ 
‘Walk a Mile in Her 
Shoes’ organised in 
support of Atal-y-Fro, 
formerly Vale of 
Glamorgan Women’s 
Aid. 


to women and families in 


On March 26, an 
information stall will be 
set up from 12 noon until 
3pm. The charity will 
provide a limited amount 
of shoes available on the 
day (for a £5 donation) 
but individuals taking 
The event is taking p art are encouraged to 
place on March 26 at 12 bring their own foot 
noon - 3pm, starting in wear 
King Square on Holton Entry forms are avail- 
Road, Barry, with the a jyi e f rom Atal-y-Fro on 
walk itself taking place info@atalyfro.org 


between 1pm 
1.30pm. 

Participants will walk fri e 
a mile wearing women’s 
shoes, but they are also 
encouraged to fully dress 
in female clothing! 

Women are also invit¬ 
ed to join the walk or to 
support male partici¬ 
pants. 

This year’s event is the 
first such walk in Wales 
and aims to raise funds to 


and 01446 744755. Entries 
on the day are also possi- 


CAPITAL 

HYPNOTHERAPY 

Motivation, change 
& habit modification 

68 HIGH STREET, BARRY 
CF62 7DU • 01446 730700 

www. hypnoti st. u k. com 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats - 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <6 microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 667463 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 653456 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 



★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

* mar ^ PONY PARTIES * 

The Croft Riding Stables 
Llangan, CF35 5DW 
‘Saddle-up’ for an action- J 
packed, fun-filled experience. J 

► Variety of safe and friendly ponies 

► Non riders and riders welcome 

► Small/large parties accommodated ^ 

► Fully licensed and insured with many years experience 

Also RIDING LESSONS - “Giddy-Up ...!” $ 
Call CERI JONES: 07717 212 371 J 




Are you experiencing 
stress, tension, 
muscular discomfort 
or just need to relax and 
unwind? 

A wonderful holistic 
massage can restore 
your natural zest . .. 
Contact fully qualified 
Holistic Therapist 
Fran at 

07786 865447 

Local luxury studio 
just off June 35 M4 

























































Thursday, March 24th, 2011 


www.facebook.com/gemnews • www.twitter.com/gem news 


THE GEM - 11 


June curtain-raising ceremony will 
welcome the Eisteddfod to the Vale 


MORE details have 
been released about 
the scale of the 
project involved in 
bringing the 
National Eisteddfod 
to the Vale in 2012. 

These emerged at last 
week’s meeting of the 
Vale Council cabinet. 
The Eisteddfod will be 
hosted in th Vale 
between August 4 and 
August 11. 

The report considered 
by the cabinet revealed 
that the site in Llandow 
will cover an area of 
120 acres, and is in the 
ownership of a number 
of landowners. 

The cost of staging 
the Eisteddfod is esti¬ 
mated at £3.6m of which 
25 per cent is con¬ 
tributed by the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
(WAG). 

The site would 
accommodate the Maes, 
as well as car parking, a 
caravan site, camping 
and the Youth Maes. 

The report says that 
the event is seen as a 
major opportunity for 
the council, and as a 
result a working party 
has been established to 
liaise with Eisteddfod 
organisers in making 
arrangements. 

It will also look at 
ways of raising the pro¬ 
file of the area. 

One event that will be 
a ‘curtain raiser’ is a 
‘Proclamation 
Ceremony’ which will 
be held on June 25 this 
year in either Cowbridge 
or Barry. 


This ceremony will 
“formally announce” the 
intention to hold the 
Eisteddfod at Llandow 
in 2012 and will involve 
a public procession, as 
well as a formal event 
centred on an area 
around specially con¬ 
structed Gorsedd Stones. 

The report says that 
discussions are taking 
place about a suitable 
location but the event 
itself will be organised 
by the Eisteddfod. 

A civic procession 
may also be involved. 

When it comes to 
2012, the Council will 
be closely involved in 
developing a transport 
and access strategy for 
the site. 

The report says that 
meetings have already 
been held but an “action 
plan” needs to be agreed 
in order to ensure safe 
arrangements for traffic 
and pedestrians during 
the Eisteddfod - and 
during the preparatory 
works that are required. 

This might well 
involve Traffic Orders, 
road closures, identifica¬ 
tion of pedestrian routes 
and shuttle buses to the 
main towns and railway 
stations. Regional access 
issues will also be 
addressed. 

The report says that 
the majority of the work 
to be carried out by the 
Vale Council will be 
within existing budgets 
and responsibilities. At 
some stage, however, the 
corporate cost of the 
council’s activities will 
need to be identified. 





Spectacle manufacture 
and repair service* 



2 for 1 
from £59 

B 01446 733444 

Unit B(l, Atlantic Trading (stare, 
Barry. Vale of Glamorgan 
CF63 3RF 

Hmu M> In Uli • 1(0 AHiH 


The bulk of costs is 
met by the Eisteddfod 
themselves, and a contri¬ 
bution is made via the 
WLGA as the local 
authority contribution 
towards organising 
Eisteddfods at specific 
locations every year. 

PROCLAMATION 

Shortly before The 
GEM went to press, the 
National Eisteddfod 
committee issued a 
statement saying that 
the proclamation cere¬ 
mony would take place 
in Barry on June 25, in 
the Memorial Gardens. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“According to tradition 
the intention to stage an 
Eisteddfod must be 
announced at least one 
year and a day before 
the actual Eisteddfod. 

“The Gorsedd of the 
Bards, along with repre¬ 
sentatives from local 
schools, institutions and 
societies, will march 
through the town centre 
on their way to the 
proclamation ceremony, 
which will be held at the 
Memorial Gardens in 
Barry.” 

She continued: “The 
Vale of Glamorgan’s link 
with the Gorsedd of the 
Bards is, of course, a 
strong one 

“The Gorsedd of 
Bards is an association 
whose members consists 
of poets, writers, musi¬ 
cians, artists and individ¬ 
uals who have made a 
distinguished contribu¬ 
tion to the Welsh nation. 

“It also includes many 
well known figures in 
Welsh life, such as 
actors loan Gruffydd and 
Mathew Rhys, rugby 
players Gareth Edwards 
and Ieuan Evans, crick¬ 
eter Robert Croft, 

Rowan Williams, 
Archbishop of 
Canterbury, opera star 
Bryn Terfel and broad¬ 
caster Angharad Mair, to 
name only a few. 

“The Gorsedd mem¬ 
bers are knows as 
Druids, although it must 
be stressed that there is 
no connection between 
the association and 
druidism as a religion. 

“The Gorsedd of the 
Bards was the creative 
invention of Iolo 
Morganwg, raised in 
Flemingstone in the 
Vale, one of Wales’ most 
famous and eccentric 
scholars. He felt that it 
should be made known 
that the Welsh were the 
direct descendants of 
Celtic culture and her¬ 
itage. 

“Iolo Morganwg went 
as far as to link the 
Welsh with the ancient 
druids, who were the 
guardians of the Celtic 
civilisations before the 
Romans and the Saxons 
came to Britain. He 
was even known to have 
forged documents in a 
bid to substantiate his 
claims.” 

A prominent part will 
be played by girls from 
numerous Vale schools 
when they perform the 
Flower Dance for the 
first time. 

Following an open 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


audition, 32 girls aged 8 
- 10 have now been cho¬ 
sen from schools all 
across the Vale to per¬ 
form the dance, and will 
soon start rehearsals 
under the supervision of 


Anne Hughes and Rhian 
James who will tutor the 
dance. 

During the ceremony, 
the first copy of the ‘List 
of Competitions’ will be 
presented to the 


Archdruid T James 
Jones by the chair of the 
local executive commit¬ 
tee, Dylan Jones, and 
once the list has been 
presented, its contents is 
made public, and the 
work of preparing for 
the competitions can 
start. 


The spokeswoman 
said: “It’s a colourful 
and dignified way of 
showcasing the 
Eisteddfod and increas¬ 
ing awareness about 
what will take place in 
the Vale in 500 days 
time.” 

Anyone wishing to get 


involved with prepara¬ 
tions for the 2012 
National Eisteddfod 
should contact the office 
on 0845 4090 300 or by 
email on 

gwyb @ eisteddfod, org. uk 
. For more information 
go to 

www. eisteddfod, org. uk 


What kind of dog will choose you? 



We've got small ones, tall ones, cheeky ones and squeaky ones. 



sporty ones, haughty ones, fluffy ones and scruffy ones. 



If you're looking for a lovWy dog come to Dogs Trust Bridgend, 

^ yfoV* got loti of happy healthy fogt 
^ They've been neutered ard mcrochppod 
^ They're vaccinated and gvcn a complete health check 
^ Wc’l 9 vc your dog 4 weeks free insurance 
^ Ydull get free advee throughout your dog’s Irfe 
To soe all our dogv visit our new web* 1c, dogstrusLorg.uk 


You can trust a dog from 



DogsTrust 
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FINDING THAT GIFT YOUR 
MOTHER WILL REMEMBER 
FOR YEARS TO COME! 


T HE array of gifts on offer for 

Mother’s Day is greater than ever, 
so families should have no problem 
in finding something to delight their 
mother this April. 


BROAD STREET & BOVERTON 
GARDEN CENTRES 


Barry 

01446 7*0333 


Boverton 
01446 70*103 


'Mother's Day' 

Spoil them , they deserve it ... 

4 $ Garden Ornaments 
Garden Tools 
Garden Bench (stone) 
Gift Vouchers 

# Rose Bushes & Trees 
Large selection 
of Shrubs 

Planted up Pots 
Garden 
Clocks 
Fruit Trees 



itVesuvio 

Italian Restaurant & Pizzeria 


Bookings now being taken for 

Mother’s Day ^ 

Sunday 3rd April 

Serving 12 midday - 3pm 
and 5.30pm - 9.30pm 
Choose from our a la carte menu 
Booking Advisable 

We also have a comprehensive 

Takeaway Menu 

with 10% Discount 
off our normal prices 
Collection only 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Saturday 
10.00am-2.30pm 
& Evenings 5.30pm - 10.00pm 

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 

from 5.30pm 


13-14 Pound Field, 
Llantwit Major 
Tel. 01446 796245 

www.ilvesuviorestaurant.co.uk 


Of course, on Sunday, April 3 it is important 
that, if possible, family members visit their mum 
with a card and box of chocolates, and maybe 
follow that up with a Sunday lunch booked in 
one of the numerous pubs and reastaurants in 
the Vale and Bridgend areas. 

But nowadays the gift market has expanded, 
offering a huge range of gifts with that little bit 
extra in terms of sentiment, interest or excite¬ 
ment. 


sentimental flavour, crystal glasses, compact mir¬ 
rors, champagne - even wooden cheeseboards in 
a heart-shape! - the list goes on and on. 

Another popular surprise gift is a day out - a 
visit to the theatre, a pampering session at a 
health spa, a mini cruise on the River Severn or 
the Thames, or perhaps a National Trust day out 
at one of Britain’s great castles or stately homes. 

A flight from a local airfield taking in the Vale 
of Glamorgan’s Heritage Coast and the Bristol 



The traditional flowers and chocolates - but 
what else is there on the market? 


One new market, which has been partly gener- Channel can provide an unforgettable day out. 


ated by the flexibility of browsing on-line, is in 
finding a gift that is made individual to the per¬ 
son you love. 

Personalised presents ensure you can have a 
particular set of words engraved or carved on 
the gift. There are staple ‘personalisations’ such 
as on stationery or on a card, but the choice is 
far wider than that. 

Personalised gifts can include pieces of jew¬ 
ellery such as necklaces and lockets, picture 
frames which could include a photograph with a 


Mini breaks over a weekend to west Wales, the 
west country, the Cotswolds are within easy 
striking distance of the Vale and Bridgend. 

For those who want to combine a break with 
sight-seeing there are always travel companies 
that provide weekend packages to London, Paris 
or Dublin. 

So there is no excuse! With a little thought, 
and a visit to a travel agent or a few moments 
browsing on-line, you could find the gift that 
your mother will remember for years to come. 


VAL’S FLOWERS 

For all your Mother’s Day Gifts 

BOUQUETS 
FROM ONLY £15 

Baskets, Plants, etc, in Fresh or Silk. 

Open 9.30 am - 5.00 pm 
Monday - Saturday 
Open 10.00am - 1.00pm 
on Mothering Sunday 
Call at 28 Barry Road 
(opposite Doctors Surgery, Cadoxton) 

Telephone: Barry 747875 



LOOKING FOR A DIFFERENT 

TREAT FOR MOTHER’S DAY? 

One idea comes from the Vale Resort Hotel, 
which is offering a ‘Pamper Package ’ - an 
indulging treat for the senses! 

A spokeswoman said: “Start off in the celebrated 
spa with a deep cleansing and re-hydrating Vale 
Spa ‘Feel Good Facial’, followed by an Express 
Manicure. 

The rest of the afternoon can be spent enjoying 
the resort’s extensive leisure and relaxation facili¬ 
ties before finishing the day with a traditional after¬ 
noon tea in the tranquil relaxation lounge. 

It is available for £49 per person, so daughters 
can come along too! For more information, tele¬ 
phonel 01443 665863. 


Gifts for keen 
gardener on 
Mother’s Day 


by HANNAH STEPHENSON 


FLORISTS may be 
busy in the run-up 
to Mother’s Day on 
Sunday, April 3, 
but with a little 
forethought you 
can buy your mum 
a present which 
will last much 
longer than a bou¬ 
quet of flowers. 

Garden centres, 
nurseries and online 
retailers are awash 
with Mother’s Day 



NEW QUALITY 
PUB FOOD MENU 

including big steaks & the famous 
Condemned Man’s Meal 

MEALS SERVED EVERY DAY 

Monday - Thursday: 12 noon - 9pm last orders 
Friday - Saturday: 12 noon - 9.30pm last orders 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST 

plus Normal Menu - Served every Sunday 12 noon - 5pm 

OVER 60’s SPECIAL MENU 

Monday - Friday: 12 noon - 3pm ^ 

Just a small example: ^PTbW|l 

Hand Battered Cod, Ham, Egg & Chips, J 

6oz Gammon Steak, Steak & Ale Pie, Scampi, 

Liver & Onions - Plus many more! 



'Day - Sunday, AfiniC 3*id 


o oourse Luncn - onnarens Menu aiso avanauie 
Served 12 noon - 5pm • 3 Sittings Available • Booking Essential 
FREE GIFT FOR MUM 


Good Friday 22nd April - FAMILY FUN DAY 

Easter Egg Hunt - Bouncy Castle - Face Painting - Children’s Entertainer 

Full Menu Available 

Now taking Bookings for EASTER SUNDAY - April 24th 


IDaurdl NiiglUt 

Last Saturday of every month 
26th March - SWITCH - 60’s Rock, 
Pop, Reggae, etc. - Starts at 9pm 


Minibus service available for diners - phone for details. 


KARAOKE 

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT - 
STARTS AT 9.30pm 

COME AND JOIN US 
FOR A SING ALONG 


Nurston, Nr. Rhoose-Tel. 01446 710205/07596 630057 
Email fisherman3268@yahoo.co.uk 


Da Gennaro 

RISTORANTE ITALIANO 


Lunchtime Offer 

available Tuesday to Saturday 
12 midday - 2.30pm 
1 course - £3.50; 2 courses - £6.95 

Early Supper Offer 

available Monday - Thursday 
5.30pm - 8.00pm 
2 courses - £9.95 

includes Free Drink-1/2 pint of Peroni, 
125ml Glass of Wine or Soft Drink 
Weekend menu served 5.30pm- 
10.30pm 

2 courses - £15.95~ recourses - £IZ 95 

Mother's Day 

3k Sunday, 3rd April • 

12 - 3pm 3 Courses £11.95 
Children's menu available (lOyrs & 

boob^Now! 

Starting Sunday 27th March 
& every other Sunday after 

Music & Karaoke night 

& eat as much as you like buffet 

Only £15 

" ~ ONLY WITH THIS VOUCHER" ] 
Dine in and have 2 starters & 

2 main courses & get the cheapest | 
main course FREE L 

up to the value of £10 
(Valid 1st April to 30th April - cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other offer) Excludes 3rd April. ^ 


71 HIGH STREET, BARRY 

Tel. 01446 732557 


gifts, from soft-han¬ 
dled secateurs to pret¬ 
ty kneeling cushions, 
pampering hand 
creams, muscle-relax¬ 
ing bath salts,specialist 
gloves plus a host of 
ornaments to remind 
her of you. 

Even those on the 
tightest budget can bag 
a gift which will give 
pleasure for years to 
come. Your local area 
will have stores where 
you can pick up a 
shrub or fruit bush for 
just a pound or two, 
ranging from roses 
and escallonias to blue¬ 
berries and potentillas. 

There’s still time to 
sow some seeds, but if 
you want to give them 
as a gift, why not go 
for a range of beauti¬ 
fully packaged seeds 
including chilli, spring 
onion, basil, chives, 
mint, carrots and oth¬ 
ers, which come in 
lovely packets. 

The seeds can all be 
grown in window 
boxes, pots or large 
containers on the 
smallest of patios or 
roof terraces. 

Keen vegetable 
growers may want to 
extend their repertoire 
to more unusual veg, 
so why not buy your 
mother something she 
hasn't grown before, 
such as mushrooms? 

You can buy a white 
button mushroom kit, 
which will also be easy 
to gift wrap, which has 
everything you need to 
grow mushrooms and 
could boost confidence 
to grow other, more 
difficult veg. 

And finally, a well 
selected garden orna¬ 
ment can give years of 
pleasure - a search 
on-line or a visit to 
your local garden cen¬ 
tre will provide a good 
selection. 
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VILLAGERS SURPASS 
THEMSELVES FOR 
FORCES CHARITY... 



LEFT: Alun Cairns and Tim Mcllveen with the 
latest donation to the Help for Heroes fund. 


SAFECARS 

Private Hire 

FOR ALL WHEELCHAIR 
USER’ TRANSPORT NEEDS 



Family run business 
Many years experience in the 
needs of wheelchair users 
Advance booking essential 

Telephone 
07971 244776 or 
07815678249 


VILLAGERS in St 
Mary Church have 
finally finished count¬ 
ing donations after 
their epic efforts to 
raise money for the 
Help for Heroes char¬ 
ity. 

They sailed past their 
own “ambitious” target 
of £20,000 — finally 
hitting the heights of 
£29,058. 

Readers of The GEM 
will recall the 
‘Expedition to Helmand’ 
challenge, held in 
December by the vil¬ 
lagers, when they took 
on the task of walking 
and running the equiva¬ 
lent distance between St 
Mary Church and 
Helmand Province in 
Afghanistan. 

Treadmills were set 
up in tents alongside the 
village church, and a 
rota meant that the miles 
were clocked up on a 
24-hour basis - even in 
the worst of December’s 
icy weather. 

The most recent dona¬ 
tion - taking the fund 
past £29,000 - was from 
Vale MP Alun Cairns. 

Mr Cairns offered to 
take part in the chal¬ 
lenge, and was slotted in 
for an early morning run 
on the treadmill on a 
cold December Monday 


morning, before heading 
up to the House of 
Commons . 

In addition, the Vale 
MP secured support 
from Barclays, and pre¬ 
sented Tim Mvllveen, 
who came up with the 
idea for the fundraising 
scheme, with a cheque 
of £200. 

Mr Cairns said: “It 
was a huge commitment 
by all the residents of St 
Mary Church to com¬ 
plete this 24/7 challenge 
and I’m so pleased to 
see how the community 
really come together to 
help achieve the goal. 

“It would be fantas¬ 
tic if the fund could 
achieve the magic figure 
of £30,000.” 

He added: “I did ask 
Tim if there were plans 
for another challenge for 
the villagers, and it 
seems that the crew are 
keen to come up with an 
activity to continue rais¬ 
ing funds for such a 
worthwhile cause. 

“So watch this space, 
who knows what they’ll 
come up with next!” 

If anyone would like 
to pledge their support 
for the campaign, they 
can simply pop in to 
HSBC in Cowbridge and 
donate into the 
‘Helmand Account. ’ 





GWOBRAU BWVD A DIOD 
FOOD & DRINK AWARDS 2011 - 2012 

V DVDOIAD CAU AR GYFEP CEISlADAU YW 15 EB3ILL 2011 

nptfvrr yn nrroq p«r*t> | «r<*00 C9H «H«Mn m g wifHtlS.tV 
Ci (Md ydyth yn sbv* c UiuhyW Doth. codhrth fVooio 

0800 085 5663 

TV* we'rr enroll raqinq to water ootrw at tructastC.tv 

If thorns Mytttiag unsure atxx* simply cod ou* advEu hottne 

0800 085 3663 



Madison - Kingsize 

utMjttMM #»#■>■:<* 
m kMlw w4 

doutte ttocoint price 

£ 439 95 

sac £560 


Prices held! 


Sleepmasters 


your 1st ctoce to KD* | 

onlr* * slrapmastars.co.uk 

Bridgend, 

Waterloo It*tat Nrl (within Harveys) Cf II STN 
Telephone (01656) 769 


U,UnLIM I IBlMI—■ 


= REPRESENTATIVE 
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FontygarYLEiSure Park , 

to a fabulous time! 


Fontygary Leisure Park welcomes the 
public to its 21st century facilities 


F ontygary 

Leisure Park is 
a hidden gem - 
a refurbished 21st 
century entertainment 
and fitness complex 
open to the public all 
year round. 


It is a whole new 
world once people turn 
off Fontygary Road in 
Rhoose and drive 
through the archway 
into the park. 

For Fontygary 
Leisure Park manager, 


Jennie Flanigan, it is a 
source of amusement 
that Vale people still ask 
her whether they can use 
the wide range of facili¬ 
ties and attend the fami¬ 
ly events held weekly. 

“I tell them we are 


Fontygary * 
Leisure Park 

Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan 


Newly refurbished throughout 



The Cabaret Lounge is open to the 
public with shows & Free Children’s 
entertainment every Friday & Saturday 
in the family bar throughout the season 

Bay Health Club Fully equipped 
gym, weights room, swimming 
pool, sauna & steam room 
Great rates available. 


Swimming pool available 

to hire for private parties • Light bites Cafe 




All Sky Sports channels 
w & ESPN, 4 plasma 
^screen TV’s plus 
f 8ft x 6ft screen. 


•Raj Kinara Indian 
•China Bay Dining 




Telephone 01446 710386/711074 

www .fontyga ry pa rks.co.uk 


open to the public - 
everyone is welcome to 
come! They think they 
have to be a member, 
but they don’t.” 

The park comprises a 
leisure complex with 
state-of-the-art facilities, 
and holiday homes - all 
complete with stunning 
views across the Bristol 
Channel. 

The leisure and fit¬ 
ness facilities include a 
cardiovascular room 
complete with rowers, 
bikes and cross trainers, 
a weights room, a 
jacuzzi, a sauna and an 
impressive pool with fun 
equipment like slides 
and wobstacles for the 
children. 

Some people are 
intimidated by the idea 
of going to ‘health and 
fitness’ clubs and com¬ 
mitting themselves to 
year-long memberships, 
but Jennie emphasised 
that at Fontygary every¬ 
thing is very relaxed. 

“We have people aged 
from 16-85 who use the 
facilities. 

“People don’t have 
contracts to sign and can 
use them daily or 
monthly. 

“Tying people in dur¬ 
ing the present climate 
is not fair and we aim to 



be flexible and afford¬ 
able - there are even 
student rates to help 
those who may be back 
in the area for a short 
period like a couple of 
months. 

“The pool is open to 
the public seven days a 
week.” 

The leisure park 
involvement in the com¬ 
munity has extended to 
aiding the recovery of 
injured soldiers and sup¬ 
porting Help for Heroes, 
a cause close to the 
heart of leisure park 
owner Tim Mcllveen, 
who served in the army. 

Jennie explained: “We 
have physio sessions in 
the pool for recuperating 
soldiers such as para¬ 
troopers back from 
Afghanistan. 

“There were problems 
with the ceiling of the 



pool at St Athan and we 
were pleased to help 
them out with a special 
deal.” 

Tim had the original 
idea for the ‘Expedition 
to Helmand’, in which 
St Mary Church vil¬ 
lagers and other local 
volunteers combined to 
raise almost £30,000 for 
Help for Heroes. 

The volunteers, 
including staff from the 
leisure park, walked to 
‘Helmand’ on treadmills 
arranged by Tim. 

Fontygary Leisure 
Park has been a part of 
the Vale community for 
more than 50 years and 
has a dedicated staff of 
40 people to look after 
visitors. 

But people should 
also be aware of the 
family events going on 
every week. Again peo¬ 
ple don’t have to be 
members. 

There’s a family 
friendly bar with 
karaoke on Friday and 
Saturday evenings; a 
quiet bar downstairs 
where people can enjoy 
a drink and watch big 
sporting events on wide 
screen TV; and a cabaret 
lounge upstairs with 
Friday night bingo and 

<1 LEFT: There is plenty 
of fun for all the 
family at Fontygary! 


Saturday night shows 
with a compere, disco 
and comedian. 

There are also restau¬ 
rants on site like the Raj 
Kinara and the China 
Bay Restaurant. 

For those interested in 
buying a holiday home, 
staff in the sales office 
can provide all the nec¬ 
essary details, and holi¬ 


day lets can be pur¬ 
chased in reception area. 

So the message is 
clear: if you want some¬ 
where to go and relax 
with the family, or get fit 
this year, Fontygary 
Leisure Park should be 
at the top of your list! 
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Repairs, 

Servicing & Sales 


We are pleased to supply 
Fontygary Leisure Park 
and wish them future success 

Unit C5,Westpoint Industrial Estate, 
Penarth Road, Cardiff CFI I 8JQ 

Tel 029 2070 6970 
www.solutionexpresskarcher.co.uk 


SNOW 

WHITE 



Laundry Service 
to Hotel and 
Catering Trade 


LAUNDRIES LTD 

* Linen Hire 

* Contract Laundry 

* Coloured Table Linen Specialists 

* Washroom Services 

* Garment Rental 

* Dry Cleaning 

Tel: 02920 233550 Cardiff; 
01495 764652/763425 Pontypool 


jfonmon Cattle 


We are pleased to support 
Fontygary Leisure Park 
and wish them a 
Successful Season 

Available for Weddings 
and Corporate Functions 

Telephone: 01446 710206 


CHAIRMAN 



Tlie Seating 


opeeia 

PUBS, HOTELS, 
RESTAURANTS, 
CLUBS, LEISURE 
& ENTERTAINMENT 


WE SUPPLY ALL THE LATEST 
FITTINGS AND FIXTURES, 
TABLES AND CHAIRS, CREATING 
THE RIGHT ATMOSPHERE FOR YOU 

Pleased to supply 

Fontygary Leisure Park 

For Unbeatable Value 

Tel. 01495 313828 

Units 15/16 

Barleyfield Industrial Estate, 
Brynmawr NP23 4YF 


Waterpeal Ltd. T/A 



South Wales' Leading Music Store 


We are pleased to supply 
Fontygary Leisure Park 

148 -154 North Road, Cardiff CF14 3BH 
Tel: (029) 2062 1715 Fax: (029) 2062 1285 
email: musiclandsales@fsmail.net 
www.musicland-cardiff.co.uk 


T.P.PEARSON&SON 


ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
INSTALLATION AND REPAIR 
32 Leckwith Place, Canton, Cardiff, CF11 6HR 


Tel 029 2038 3165 
Mobile 07860 109 866 


Industrial, Commercial, Domestic 
and Caravan Parks 
Rewires, Security Lighting, 
Fault Finding 


MOLSOu€c<M 

We would like to wish 
Fontygary Leisure Park 
a successful season 


RHOOSE CARS 

6 seaters & 8 seaters available 

Airport transfers/Shopping trips 
Lady drivers available 
Assisted shopping/Library/ 
Doctors trips if required 
Travel in comfort in safety 

Tel: 01446 713916 


Shop Door Repair Services 

Pleased to supply and 
repair doors, aluminium 
windows and shutters to 

Fontygary Leisure Park 

Tel. 01446 736735 
Mobile 07976 444569 
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LEADER SAYS THAT PAY LEVELS ARE INDEPENDENTLY REVIEWED 


TWO LOCAL COUNCILS PAY OUT 
£1.5M TO 12 SENIOR OFFICERS 


REPORT by JAYNE ISAAC 


THE salaries and 
employment pack¬ 
ages of just 12 
officers working 
for Bridgend and 
Vale borough 
councils cost the 
taxpayers of those 
two areas a total 
of more than 
£1.5m in the 
financial year 
2009-10. 

Each council 
employs six people 
whose packages exceed 
£100,000. These 
include pension contri¬ 
butions from the coun¬ 
cils as employers and 
also, in Bridgend’s 
case, benefits in kind. 

The total bill for 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) for employing 
the six chief officers 
comes to £784,000, 
while in the Vale 
Council, the amount for 
the six is £818,000. 

The figures, which 
have been compiled by 
the Taxpayers’ Alliance 
from the council’s own 
annual accounts, show 
that out of all the local 
authorities in Wales, 
Bridgend and the Vale 
are only behind Cardiff, 
which employs 15 peo¬ 
ple on that pay scale, 
and two other councils 
- Rhondda Cynon Taf 
and Torfaen, which 
employ seven. 

Bridgend also had 
seven for part of the 
financial year 2009-10, 
for which these figures 


prelate, but axed the 
Director of Corporate 
Services post in 
February 2010. 

Bridgend and the 
Vale are on a par with 
Blaenau Gwent, 
Carmarthenshire, 
Flintshire, Neath Port 
Talbot, Newport, 
Pembrokeshire and 
Swansea, which all 
have six officers whose 
remuneration packages 
exceed £100,000. 

But they are well 
ahead of many other 
councils which employ 
fewer on those pay 
scales. Ceredigion has 
only one while 
Anglesey, Conwy and 
Merthyr Tydfil have 
two and Powys has 
three. The rest have 
either four or five. 

At Bridgend, two of 
the chief officers are 
paid salaries of £99,646 
- which is below the 
threshold used by gov¬ 
ernment and others to 
assess levels of chief 
officers salaries being 
paid. 

But in both cases, 
benefits in kind 
amounting to over 
£6,000 take their remu¬ 
neration over that 
threshold. 

Chief executive Jo 
Farrar is the top earner 
at the authority with a 
total package of 
£170,310. Her actual 
salary is £131,251 but 
there are further bene¬ 
fits in kind of £11,101 
and pension contribu¬ 
tions of £27,529. Her 
package decreased by 
0.3 per cent over the 


previous year with a 
drop in actual cash of 
£500. 

Her opposite number 
at the Vale Council - 
John Maitland Evans - 
took a 10 per cent cut 
over this period, 
amounting to £20,000. 

His package in 2008- 
09 was £199,181 but 
this fell to £179,126 for 
2009-10 - the latest 
year for which these 
figures are available. 

His package for the 
year is broken down as 
£146,417 salary and 
£31,480 pension. There 
are no benefits in kind. 

The highest paid 
director in Bridgend is 
Hilary Anthony, who 
runs the Children’s 
Directorate. Her pack¬ 
age was worth 
£130,027 in 2009-10, 
made up of salary of 
£104,068, benefits in 
kind of £3,740 and pen¬ 
sion of £21,854. 

Louise Fradd, who is 
corporate director of 
Communities has a 
package worth 
£127,875, up 2.4 per 
cent on the previous 
year. 

Her salary is £99,646 
with benefits in kind of 
another £7,037 and 
pension contributions a 
further £20,926. 

Abigail Harris, who 


AFTER nine years, 
the Cowbridge par¬ 
ents involved in 
Stuart’s Campaign 
have finally seen 
one of their key 
arguments pass into 
law. 

However, it will be 
another three years 
before their demand - 
that school buses be fit¬ 
ted with one seat belt 
per child - will be 
mandatory. 

It was in December 
2002 that a bus carry¬ 
ing Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
pupils crashed near 
Ystradowen. Stuart 
Cunningham-Jones, 
aged 12, died in the 
crash, and his death led 
to the formation of 
Stuart’s Campaign. 

The Safety on 
Learner Transport 
Measure was debated 
and voted upon by AMs 
this week, allowing 
Ministers to introduce 
new, stricter regula¬ 
tions to make the trans¬ 
port used to take pupils 
to and from school 
safer. 

One amendment will 
require those providing 
dedicated school trans¬ 
port, to ensure that the 
vehicles used are fitted 
with seat belts for every 
passenger seat. 

David Cunningham 


is director of Well 
Being., has a package 
worth £126,773. 

Her salary was 
£99,646 with a further 
£6,182 in benefits in 
kind and £20,926 in 
pension contributions. 

Two assistant chief 
executives also have 
packages in excess of 
£ 100 , 000 . 

Andrew Jolley, who 
is assistant chief execu¬ 
tive for legal and regu¬ 
latory, has a package of 
£116,139. This is made 
up of a salary of 
£88,458 with benefits 
in kind of £8,853 and 
pension contributions of 
£18,576. 

Dave MacGregor, 
who is assistant chief 
executive for corporate 
development, had a 2.3 
per cent increase, tak¬ 
ing his package to 
£112,926. His salary 
was £86,582 with bene¬ 
fits in kind of £7,861 
and pension contribu¬ 
tions of £18,182. 

In the Vale, most of 
the chief officers have 
packages of £129,000 
plus. 

Peter Evans, director 
of legal, public protec¬ 
tion and housing, gets a 
salary of £105,280 with 


Jones told The GEM: 
“It has been nine years 
since the accident, so 
this legislation has 
taken a long time - and 
there is still going to be 
a three-year period 
before it becomes 
mandatory in 2014. 

“I do think that all 
the local authorities in 
Wales knew it was com¬ 
ing, so they could have 
made it part of their 
requirements already.” 

He added: “We do 
welcome the decision, 
but there are still other 
issues on school bus 
safety - such as super¬ 
vision - to be tackled.” 

Vale AM Jane Hutt, 
who is a long term sup¬ 
porter of Stuart’s 
Campaign, said: “The 
new school transport 
legislation in the 
National Assembly rep¬ 
resents a step change 
for pupil safety on 
buses.” 

Plaid Cymru AM 
Chris Franks said: 
“Plaid welcomes this 
new law, which will 
improve safety on our 
school buses. 

“It is also a tribute to 
the hard work of 
Stuart’s campaign 
because, thanks to their 
efforts, it has ensured 
that children will be 
better protected when 
they travel to and from 
school.” 


a pension contribution 
of £22,681. 

Bryan Jeffreys, direc¬ 
tor of learning and 
development, gets an 
overall package of 
£127,915 with a salary 
of £105,280 and 
£22,635 towards his 
pension. 

Rob Quick, director 
of environmental and 
economic regeneration, 
has a package worth 
£129,191 with a salary 
of £105, 280 and pen¬ 
sion contributions of 
£22,635. 

Sian Davies, who is 
director of finance, ICT 
and property, has a 
package of £129,085 
with a salary of 
£105,280 and pension 
contributions of 
£22,635. 

The Vale’s director 
of social services, 

Philip Evans, gets a 


package worth 
£123,850 - made up of 
salary of £101,647 and 
pensions contributions 
of £21,854. 

All of these figures 
relate to the year 2009- 

10. The new figures for 
the financial year 2010- 

11, which ends at the 
beginning of April, are 
not yet available. 

The GEM asked both 
councils to comment on 
their chief officers’ 
remuneration packages. 

Vale Council leader 
Gordon Kemp said that 
chief officers’ salaries 
were reviewed by inde¬ 
pendent employment 
specialists in 2004. 

He went on: “In the 
council’s budget for 
2010-11, we committed 
to reducing the salary 
bill for our senior man¬ 
agers by more than 
£500,000 in the next 
two years. 

“Phase one has been 
implemented and this 


saw the loss of seven 
senior manager posts at 
head of service and 
operational manager 
levels, a percentage cut 
that far exceeds the pro¬ 
portionate cut across 
the rest of the council’s 
workforce.” 

He said that no chief 
officer received a 
national pay award in 
2009-10 or subsequent¬ 
ly. The pay freeze will 
continue for some time. 

He added: “Councils 
are the most transparent 
organisations. Not all 
public bodies publish 
senior management 
salaries to the same 
extent as us. 

“There needs to be a 
more even-handed way 
of handling senior 
salary issues across the 
public sector as a 
whole, which I readily 
accept should be in the 
public domain and sub¬ 
ject to scrutiny.” 

A BCBC spokesman 


had this to say: 
“Bridgend County 
Borough Council fea¬ 
tures one of the small¬ 
est corporate manage¬ 
ment teams in Wales. 

“We have three sen¬ 
ior officers on a salary 
range of up to £104,000 
and one on a salary 
range of up to 
£131,000. 

“It is important to 
remember the size and 
scope of the council. 
The authority is the 
largest employer in the 
area and provides vital 
services that have an 
effect on the lives of 
every resident. 

“As such, the council 
has to compete with 
private business in 
attracting the best can¬ 
didates who can under¬ 
take the responsibilities 
required by senior roles 
and ensure that local 
communities receive 
high quality services.” 


Vale U3A group 
entertained by 
talk on islands 

THE meeting of the Barry and Vale U3A 
in the Phillip John Room at Barry Central 
Library on March 7 was entertained by 
Mr G Beaudette, who gave an illustrated 
talk about the islands of the Bristol 
Channel. 

He presented a very detailed history of the islands, 
interspersed with many fascinating personal anec¬ 
dotes. Although familiar with the islands, many 
members left the meeting with an enhanced knowl¬ 
edge of their role in history. 

The next meeting is a short walk, in conjunction 
with Valeways, meeting at the Sully Church. 
Contact Mr J Waud (01446-413328) for details. 


Wanted 

Urgently 



Any classic cars, any condition 

Aston Martin, Mercedes, Jaguar, Porsche, BMW, etc. 
Also any LHD cars. Same day cash and collection. 
Please call Rod for a friendly informal chat. 

07768 911944 


ADVANCE NOTICE 


£ 675,000 

STORE CLEARANCE SALE 
STARTS NEXT WEEK 


ENTIRE FURNITURE STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DISPOSAL 


Cel&brlly, Alstons, Makasa Cane. JC & NIP Smith. Jade. Milano, 
Victoria Oak. Bauerhaus. Atlantic, Harrison, Sllanlnlght, Myers, Slaples. 
Rust Assured, Kaymed, Dorlu^, Kingstown, Rauch, Wtomarin, Etc., Etc 

MASSIVE 3 DAY PUBLIC SALE 

STARTS FRIDAY APRIL 1st at 10AM 


THIS IS GOING TO EE OUR GREATEST EVER 
SALE SINCE WE OPENED OUR FIRST STORE 
IN BRIDGEND OVER 30 YEARS AGO? New, to 
improve eur service tor Ihe future and to coincide 
with Ihe relocation ol our warehouse, we will 
undertake a massive showroom & warehouse 
clearing &. remerohandiang preject. We must clear 
al our slock without delay, so lhaL this major work 
may commence. The store is presently closed 
while we reduce pices and prepare the displays 
tor the launch of our £675,000 CLEARING & 
UPDATING GRAND FURNITURE SALE. 


All Slock Musi Be Sold 
Including: 

Easy chairs, rediners, riser 
rediners, dinnq tables & 
chairs, sofas, sideboards, 
beds, adjustable eleclnc 
beds, bedlrames, bunks, 
ma'lresses. sofa beds, 
rates, chasls. bookcases, 
coflee Lables, mirrors. eLc. 
Absolutely Everything 
Must Be Sold Out a.s.a.p? 


EVERY ITEM WILL BE DRASTICALLY REDUCED! 

THIS WILL BE OUR BIGGEST EVER SALE! 

"A 1 ? d'xplay mcoefe and warehouse stock ..plus all new Factory Grcfera . .wiiY be on 
safe to you - with btgg&r savings than aver to our history" Andrew Ezard - Doctor 

SEE NEXT WEEK S PAPER FOR FURTHER DETAILS 


Town & Country 

FURNITURE 


5-7 Brack la Street Centre. Bridgend. Mid Glamorgan CF31 IB Z 


THE SHOWROOM 15 CURRENTLY CLOSED TO CUT PRICES 


;grmu 


Welsh Assembly 
passes Stuart’s 
Campaign law 
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SPRING 


ere 



As the clocks go forward, 
the feel good factor returns! 



I HAT blessed time of year is almost upon us - when 
the clocks jump forward an hour, and we can say 
goodbye to the long, dark days of winter! 

With lighter evenings and more sunshine, there’s a feel-good factor that makes 
people want to make the most of the spring and summer months. 

The clocks go forward on Sunday, March 27, and herald a time when people are 
enthusiastic to see tasks completed around the house and garden. 

The official arrival of summertime is actually at lam on March 27, so from next 
week the lighter evenings are here - make sure you make the most of them! 


BATHROOM & TILING 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



JOHN DEERE AGENT 




TIMBER PRODUCTS 


Welcome to our World of John Deere... 

that extra bit of quality and professionalism 
- in agriculture, golf courses, 
sports facilities and parks. 

Summer is too short to make compromises 
St Mary Hill, BRIDGEND, Mid Glam CF35 5DU 
T: 01656 865979. Out of hours: Ben Sutton 07887 506697 
E-mail: frank@franksutton.co.uk • www.franksutton.co.uk 


GLAMORGAN tmtm PRODUCTS 

Fencing - All Sizes. 

Sheds Made to Order. 
Garden Furniture-Tables, Chairs 
and Benches 

Decorative Wheelbarrows, Wishing 
Wells, Planters and Bird Tables. 
TOP QUALITY AT FACTORY PRICES 

3 Cardiff Road, Barry, CF63 2QY 

01446 732542 

www.gardentimberproducts.com 


LANDSCAPING 


MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS I MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS 


| Professional, reliable 01446 796582 

and friendly service Q7354 168459 


B onny Tiler is a family run business, 
based in Llantwit Major, covering 
the Vale and surrounding areas. 

Our business specialises in full bathroom and wet- 
room installation, wall and floor tiling and under 
floor heating. View our work on our website . . . 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


PAINTING & DECORATING 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (Office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 


allanISrown 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS 

NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

If you are looking for a friendly, 
reliable & trustworthy service for in and 
around your home or business, call Allan 


01446 750236 or 07740 187613 anytime 


“WHO CARES WINS” 


Green Future 

LANDSCAPES 

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming, Patios, 
Shrub Planting & Pruning, Ground Maintenance, 
Weed Control, Lawns Prepared & Laid, 

Low Maintenance Gardening, Fencing. 

Call Rob - Local and Reliable 


Tel: 01446 773220 • Mob: 07828100516 
Free Quotations 


M|l|i 

UJU 


PAINTING & 
DECORATING _ 
SERVICES 

Exterior/Interior. Gutters Cleaned. 

Free Quotes. Clean tidy worker. 

All insurance work undertaken. 

Time served specialist wallpaper hanger. 


MARCH ONLY SPECIAL: FREE Carpet 
Clean in every room we decorate 


FULLY INSURED - Weekend calls welcome 

01446 772702/07505 979078 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


Help for those household 
spring improvements 


A T this time of the year, house¬ 
holders feel the urge to spring 
clean - but if you are a full time 
worker time is of the essence. 

Why not call in a domestic cleaning company to 
do your spring clean and give yourself time to 
relax! 

Sometimes there are jobs around the house that a 
person might not be able to do because they don’t 
have the necessary knowledge, are elderly, have a 
disability or simply don’t have the time. 

In these circumstances, remember there are local 
handymen who can provide the help you need. 

The spring season is a popular time to build a 


conservatory because it can be ready in time for 
summer in the same year. The householder gets a 
light bright space where, if the sun shines, even if it 
is windy outside, it remains nice and warm with 
views of the garden. 

And then when winter comes, it serves as an 
extra room away from the noise of the television 
and lounge. 

Spring is also a prime time for freshening up 
house interiors and decorating. Perhaps you have 
skirting boards that look drab or a door frame that 
needs a fresh coat of paint. 

Remember that with services to your door some¬ 
one who can do these tasks is just a telephone call 
away! 


STONEWORK SPECIALIST 


Make your garden 
look extra special 

N OW that people are emerging from 
the hibernation of one of the coldest 
winters on record, they can see all the 
jobs that need to be done round the garden. 

Why not plan a new patio area or update old 
fencing? Have you thought of having a decking 
area? Perhaps you have thought of having a stone 
built barbecue! 

Now is the time to have a check round your prop¬ 
erty and see what needs to be repaired or improved. 

It is time to plan ahead and make your garden 
look special for the summer. 


FLOORING SPECIALISTS 


^Cheap... Cheap.. 

.FANTASTIC! 


CLEANING SERVICES I CARPET & HOUSE CLEANING 


50 °° 


SALE 


All Rugs 
(Must Go! 


Off Rug/ 

Spring Special 

Now until Easter at 

Cowbridge Flooring Studio 

42 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE, CF71 7AB 
01446 774303 



SpturKfm 


Cleaning Service 

★Weekly, fortnightly 
or just a one off clean. 

★ References available. 

★ Extremely reliable. 

07787 598073 



(iDCfiRPET 

CLEANING 

• Residential 

• Commercial 

• End of Tenancy 

Free Estimates 

01446 418319 
07773 187915 

HOUSE 

BEAUTIFUL 

• Domestic 

House Cleaning 

• One offs 

• Regular Cleans 

Call for more info 

07891 857755, 




BRICK & STONEWORK SPECIALIST 

www.briknit.co.uk 



• Public liability insurance • Fully qualified bricklayer 

• Over 15 years local authority experience 

Extensive Portfolio 

• Porches • Garages • Conservatories 

Excellent rates on stonework 
Call Chris for advice on 

01446 722645 or 07817 885271 
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Litter-free? Not 


W 


any more. 


f 


ITH refer¬ 
ence to 
David T 
Jones’s letter in last 
week’s GEM about 
the litter-free lanes 
around the Vale, I 
have to agree that 
the litter picking 
teams had done a 
very good job of 
removing the litter 
from along the road 
verges around 
Llantwit Major. 

So I was very dis¬ 
mayed today, when driv¬ 
ing between Llantwit 
and Cowbridge, to see a 
huge amount of paper 
strewn all along the 
verge just past the DG 
Weaver garage. 

There was so much 


litter, in such a short 
stretch of verge, it was 
obvious someone had 
been out and dumped it 
all and the breeze had 
done the rest. 

It’s so maddening to 
see things like that espe¬ 
cially as the litter pick¬ 
ing teams had only cov¬ 
ered that stretch of road 
just a few short weeks 
ago. 

Now it looks as bad, 
if not worse, than ever. 

It would be a really 
sorry state of affairs if 
we all littered in that 
way. 

It just annoys me that 
some people don’t seem 
to consider, or just don’t 
care about, the conse¬ 
quences of their littering 
actions. 

Carolyn Veal-Shaw, 
Llantwit Major. 


THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. Letters 
and emails MUST include full address and a contact telephone number. An email 
address alone is not sufficient. We will (in certain circumstances ), protect a writer’s 
identity, if requested. Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The 
Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


'Leaflet was NOT from Labour’ 


W E wish to make it clear that we 
did NOT send out a leaflet to 
tenants about the ballot that is 
being held to decide if council homes are 
transferred, or whether the tenancies 
remain with the council. 

We are aware that many tenants may have 
already voted, but as the ballot papers do not have 
to reach the Electoral Reform Service until April 5, 
we wish to make it clear that the leaflet was not 
sanctioned by us, nor did we agree that a previous 
letter from the Labour councillors could be repro¬ 
duced in that leaflet. 

‘No cuts to our 


Our intention was simply to ask tenants to think 
very carefully before they voted, but we also made 
it clear that no matter what the outcome your 
Labour councillors would still be available should 
you need us to assist with any housing problems - 
whether or not the council retains ownership of 
your home or whether it is transferred to the 
Heritage Homes Housing Association. 

However, we do believe that every tenant enti¬ 
tled to vote in this important ballot should do so, 
and make sure that their choice is taken into 
account. 

Once again, if you believed that the information 
leaflet came from the Labour councillors, we are 
sorry but we had no control over its distribution or 
its content. 

Bronwen Brooks, 

(for Members of the Vale Labour group) 


° f , a ! 1? public services!’ the town 


O UR Vale MP 
Alun Cairns 
rightly says 
that cuts in govern¬ 
ment expenditure 
must be made (The 
GEM, March 17) 
but the biggest pos¬ 
sible cut of all 
receives no mention 
whatsoever. 

I refer to the replace¬ 
ment of our ‘ageing’ 
nuclear submarine fleet. 


Cutting out and can¬ 
celling any replace¬ 
ments, and scrapping or 
de-commissioning our 
current nuclear fleet 
would dwarf any other 
individual cuts. 

Where does our MP 
stand on this? Why no 
mention of it? Come on 
Mr Cairns, let us have 
your views. The same 
goes for the Labour 
Party. 

Christopher Short, 
Barry 


We are now on Twitter - follow us 
@ gem-news 

www.facebook. com/gemnews 


I N last week’s 
GEM, Alun 
Cairns MP chal¬ 
lenged readers who 
opposed the UK 
Coalition’s cuts 
programme to say 
what they would 
cut instead. 

The simple answer to 
Mr Cairns is NOTH¬ 
ING! There is absolutely 
no need to cut any serv¬ 
ice to the public or any 
public service. 

The solution is to col¬ 
lect the £123 billion of 
evaded, avoided and 
uncollected tax. We can 


start with certain banks, 
mobile phone companies 
and High Street clothing 
stores. 

However, this might 
be a step too far for the 
23 millionaires in the 
Coalition cabinet! 

Working people did 
not cause the recession 
and should not have to 
pay for it. On March 26, 
thousands of people 
from Wales and the UK 
will march in London to 
speak out against the 
unfair spending cuts. 

Join us! 

Andrew Woodman, 
Barry. 


WALES IS RIGHT 
IN COMMITMENT 
TO FAIRTRADE 


had five cinemas! 

I AM pleased that the ‘saving the Theatre 
Royal’ campaign is still continuing in 
Barry and it is unbelievable that the 
authorities could not find the necessary fund¬ 
ing to save it. 

Yet £5 million was found for a cinema in 
Swansea and £4.2 million for a cinema plus theatre 
in Wrexham! Barry used to have, when I was 
young, five picture-houses - Romilly Hall, Theatre 
Royal, Tivoli, Vince Palace (Thompson Street), and 
the Regal in Cadoxton. 

I remember walking home through the black-out 
from the Theatre Royal after watching a double-bill 
of Dracula and Frankenstein ! 

Surely no town with the population that Barry 
has should be left without even one cinema! 

Mrs D E Coombes Herridge, Barry. 


T HE organis¬ 
ers and sup¬ 
porters of 
Fairtrade are to be 
congratulated for 
organising the 
event to highlight a 
fortnight of activi¬ 
ties in Dinas Powys. 

Dozens of villagers 
gathered in the centre of 
Dinas Powys with cot¬ 
ton flags with messages 
which focused on the 
need to pay Third World 
farmers decent prices 
for their products. 

The flags were made 
up into bunting hun¬ 
dreds of yards long. The 
aim is to create a record 
to make up the world’s 
longest bunting and to 
get into the Guinness 
Book of Records. 

It was great to partic¬ 
ipate in this event. I was 
also present at the event 
in the Senedd in Cardiff 
Bay highlighting 


Fairtrade. There a 
Chilean farmer spoke of 
his thanks to the people 
of Wales. 

Wales was officially 
the first Fairtrade 
Nation in the world, 
with a huge amount of 
Fairtrade products now 
available in shops 
across the Vale. 

Choosing to buy a 
Fairtrade product means 
you are paying for a fair 
deal for some of the 
poorest farmers and 
workers in the world. 

Even in these chal¬ 
lenging times we need a 
Welsh government that 
is strong and ambitious. 

We will not allow 
austerity measures to 
beat our ambitions for 
Wales as a Fairtrade 
nation. 

Chris Franks 
(Assembly Member, 
South Wales Central) 


Litter problem 
and schools 

Y OUR correspondent makes a good 
point about the litter around 
schools (GEM letters, March 17). 

It is no coincidence that this increases during 
term time and the problem is endemic. The amount 
of rubbish scattered around one Barry school is 
appalling. 

Protests to headteachers, councillors and commu¬ 
nity officers are usually treated with indifference. 

(Name and address supplied) 


A £. 10,000 LEEKES INTERIOR 
DESIGN PACKAGE FOR FREE! 


NEW RELEASE OF 2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS 


^=r 

*vVi 

rJwat. 


£ 10,000 




1 




OPEN WEEKEND 

This Saturday & Sunday 


SHOW APARTMENT OPEN DAILY FROM 10.30AM 


Historical countryside living. 
FREE one year membership 
for two at the Vale Resort’s 
Health Club. 


Large and spacious 
apartments with h»gh ceilings 
and conservatories 
Only 20 minutes drive from Cardiff 


Tel: 01443 665855 for details 

Hmd Park. Hwool, Val* at OUmorgan CP 72 HJY 


FOLLOW SIGNS FROM 
J34 OF THE M4 


Hensol Castle Park 

www. hanselcAfttlapark.co.uk 
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BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

Business update... 

Professionals - Just a stoned throw away! 


RICH DIVERSITY OF BUSINESS' 


Industrial estate is 

the beating heart of 
Bridgend’s economy 
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Galvanizing... 
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Style 
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EVERYTHING 

YOU NEED TO 
CREATE YOUR 
DREAM BATHROOM 

ALL THE TO? BAAMD& ALL IN ONE PLACE 
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THE BATHROOM COLLECTION SHOWROOM 
AT CITY PLUMBING SUPPUE 
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BRIUCKNin’S PREMIER 
CAMPITSIG SUPERSTORE 


2-12 Berth Tent • 
Camptng Equipment • 
CamuMi AcoeaaoHtt a 
Caravan Spam • 
Clothing* • 


Colot 8l Camping Gtu 

Outdoor Furniture 

Footwear 

Ruclkxki 
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IIEODORE 

SONV A OtAUGIITf *S 


Rccliirruitinn A Building Salvage 



01656 648936 
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www.thoodommclamation.co.uk 
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CHEVROLET 

Western Avenue, Bridgend Industrial Estate, Bridgend 
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BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

Business update... 

Professionals - Just a stone's throw away! 



Good road links give 
estate a flying start 
in the business race 



umbe 


ABOVE and 
LEFT: 

The estate offers 
plenty of modern 
buildings that are 
extremely well 
equipped and able 
to meet the needs 
of today’s 
businesses. 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 18) 

John Jones of Cooke 
& Arkwright recently 
let a 4,000 sq ft unit to 
a new arrival, @turf 
garden store. 

He said: “The new 
unit gives @turf the 
prominence to attract 
new business, as well as 
servicing existing 
clients. 

“We are continuing 
to sell and let units in a 
difficult market and 
only four units now 
remain at Central Park.” 

The managing direc¬ 
tor of @turf is David 
Pearce, who has relocat¬ 
ed from Pencoed. He 
said: “The move to 
Central Park has put us 
in a good location, with 
easy access to the M4.” 

Huw Davies, of Solar 
Sunshades, has seen the 
business expand over 
his 12 years on the 
estate, from employing 
12 staff at the start, to a 
total of 25 now. 

The transport li nk s 
are important to Huw 
too, because he looks 
after customers from 
Pembroke Dock in 
west Wales, to Swindon 
in the east, and even 
Poole in the south-east! 

Meanwhile, back at 
his Bridgend base, his 
showroom and good 
parking makes it easy 


for customers to see 
what he is offering. 

At Dougfield 
Plumbers’ Supplies Ltd, 
branch manager Gareth 
Richards also felt that 
the estate had definitely 
been a good place to 
trade from. 

He said: “We have 
been here for 14 years 


and have been able to 
take advantage of the 
good road links to 
develop the business. 

“We now serve more 
than one market with a 
bathroom showroom, 
and a heating supplies 
area, and offer a warm 
welcome to trade and 
retail customers alike.” 




BATHROOMS 
AND SHOWERS 
to suit all budgets. 
Leading brands at 
sensible prices! 




For a free 
quotation DROP IN 

Choice of over 25 
Bathroom displays at: 

Unit 1 - New Street, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate, 
BRIDGEND CF31 3UD 
Tel: 01656 653548 
Fax: 01656 650550 
Showrooms: 

TREFOREST 
Tel:01443 844469 
BARRY Tel:01446 701808 
www.dougfieldelite.co.uk 


We are now on Twitter: 

@ gem-news 

Find us on Facebook - 

www.facebook. com/gemnews 


Ever wondered where to 
get quality garden 
supplies, all under one 
roo£ and at trade prices? 
Look no further than the 
new @Turf Garden Store 

Their extensive product range at 
most competitive prices include: 

• Turf & Top Soil 

• Composts and Bark 

• Organic Top Soil 

• Weed Control & Pesticides 

• Hoselock products 

• Lawn Care products 

• Feeds and Fertilisers 

• Lawn Sand 

• Organic Farm Manure 

• Selection of Fiskars hand tools 

turf 

Quality Doesn’t Have 
to Cost the Earth 

Visit this family run store for one to one 
advice. Now located at: 

Unit 2430 Central Park, Western 
Avenue, Bridgend Industrial Estate, 
Bridgend CF31 3TY 

www.atturf.com 
Tel: 01656 648309 


Town & Country Bedrooms 

DESIGN Q MANUFACTURE Q INSTALL 

Made to Measure Fitted Bedrooms and Home Office 




10 GOOD REASONS TO BUY FROM 
TOWN AND COUNTRY BEDROOMS 

1. GENUINE MADE TO MEASURE UNITS 

2. NOW OVER 1000 CHOICES!! 

3. 5 YEAR GUARANTEE ON ALL FITTED UNITS 

4. NO PRESSURE SALES APPROACH 

5. LATEST COMPUTER DESIGN SOFTWARE 

6. FREE HOME MEASURE AND CONSULTATION 

7. HIGHEST QUALITY UNIT CONSTRUCTION 

8. HIGHLY EXPERIENCED FITTERS 

9. SUPPLYING BEDROOMS FOR OVER 28 YEARS 

10. FLOORING & CARPETS ALSO AVAILABLE 


www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 


Unit 1, North Point, 
Western Avenue, 
Bridgend Industrial 
Estate, CF31 3RX 

01656 657526 
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FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS/ BACON * SAUSAGES * CHOPS * STEAKS * MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN * PORK • BEEF * ETC 


FRESH MEAT SPECIALS! 


WELSH BEEF 

BEST ROASTING JOINTS 

£1 ^ 95 per kg 

NOW £ 5.99 per kg 


FplentyI 

OF 
PARKING 


BRITISH PORK 

BONELESS JOINTS 

ALL 50 % OFF 


OPEN 

7 

DAYS 

Mon - Weds 
8.00am - 5.30pm 
Thurs, Fri & Sat 
8.00am - 6.00pm 
Sunday 

9.00am - 2.00pm 


OFFERS VALID UNTIL SUNDAY 3RD APRIL, 201 I - SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 


VjFM 


THE MEAT 
SUPERSTORE 


Unit 5, Pdlmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 


•JLLf* 


HOWTO FIND US: 

Turn at traffic lights at 
Dow Corning and head 
up Palmerston Road, 
turn left just before 
Waitrose, then follow 
the yellow VFM signs. 
Set your sat nav to 

^ CF632XA ^ 



PALMERSVALE 

BUSINESS 

CENTRE 


| DOW CORNING! 


(Formerly Phillip Saunders Warehouse) 


• GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • READY MEALS • GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • 


LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN 
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is an 


original, inventive 
piece of work 


SCREEN 

TALK 


T HE name 
Richard 
Ayoade may 
mean little, but fans 
of Channel 4 sitcom 
The IT Crowd will 
know him as that 
show’s uber-geek 
Moss. 

What you may not 
know is that Ayoade is 
also a director, having 
directed (as well as 
starred in) hilarious TV 
series Garth Marenghi’s 
Darkplace, and music 
videos for the likes of 
Kasabian and the Arctic 
Monkeys. He now 
makes his first big 
screen outing with 
Submarine. 

Based on the novel by 
John Dunthome and 
filmed partly in Barry 
and Penarth, it follows 
15-year-old Oliver 
(Craig Roberts) and the 
stresses of his life; his 
aim to keep his mother 


(Sally Hawkins) out of 
the grasp of sleazy dance 
teacher Graham (Paddy 
Considine) and his love 
for the seemingly- 
untameable Jordana 
(Yasmin Paige)... 

Given that most trips 
to the cinema are to 
watch films that have the 
air of predictability, be it 
action films that place 
no emphasis on story, or 
romantic comedies that 
mine the same story 
strands, it is all the more 
refreshing when you get 
to sit down and watch 
something that dares to 
be original and inven¬ 
tive. 

It is even more wel¬ 
coming when that piece 
of work is British, boxes 
that Submarine ticks 
with aplomb. Put blunt¬ 
ly, this is a truly wonder¬ 
ful film that has bags of 
wit and charm to spare. 

Much of the credit for 
this goes to Ayoade, who 
has adapted the screen- 


A MESSAGE 
FROM HOLLY 


Cats Protection, Pant Hirwaun, 
Bryncethin, Bridgend CF32 9UJ 
Tel: 01656 726621 • Fax: 01656 722012 
Email: bridgend. manager@cats.org. uk 


HI, I am Holly and I 
am the longest stay¬ 
ing cat at the Cats 
Protection Centre, 
Bryncethin. 

I spend my days 
dreaming of a cosy home 
with that special some¬ 
one to love and care for 
me. My owner gave me 
up because she was no 
longer able to give me the 
attention I deserve. We 
were both distraught at 
being separated but I 
know she had my best 
interests at heart. 

As I see so many peo¬ 
ple each day, I have 
found it difficult to bond 
with one person. I am 
waiting for that special 
someone who will see 



my inner beauty and 
want to make me part of 
their lives. 

I have not lived with 
other cats before, so 
would need careful intro¬ 
ductions and lots of space 
to get to know each other. 
Please make my dreams 
come true by offering me 
a new home. 

Holly 


play from the source 
novel as well as direct¬ 
ing, and he doesn’t put a 
foot wrong in either role. 

The film’s energy and 
pace comes from the 
direction that mines 
Ayoade’s love of French 
New Wave cinema as 
well as his own idiosyn¬ 
cratic visual style. His 
ability to zero in on the 
minutiae of teenage life 
is excellent, but it is the 
use of different film 
stocks to give the film a 
unique look, as well as 
clever editing tech¬ 
niques, that really high¬ 
light his prowess behind 
the camera. 

Ayoade wears his 
influences broadly, but 
turns them into some¬ 
thing that feels wholly 
his own, with the com¬ 
parisons to American 
director Wes Anderson 
(The Royal Tenenbaums) 
deserved. He shows a 
level of confidence that 
is rare for a first outing, 
and it pervades every 
frame of the film. 

The casting is pitch- 
perfect as well, with 
newcomer Craig Roberts 
absolutely outstanding as 
the lead. He carries the 


film with an air of matu¬ 
rity that is at odds with 
his youthful appearance, 
but nails the ‘old-before- 
his years’ Oliver. It is a 
stunning performance 
from the actor and one 
that fits the film’s tone 
beautifully. 

Opposite him, Yasmin 
Paige is a perfect coun¬ 
terpoint to Oliver’s char¬ 
acter, the mischievous 
nature of the character 
being realised wonder¬ 
fully well by Paige’s 
performance. They 
make for the most 
unsuitable, yet wonder¬ 
fully matched coupling, 
and offer a subtle tender¬ 
ness. 

The supporting cast 
all excel, from Noah 
Taylor and Sally 
Hawkins as Oliver’s par¬ 
ents, undergoing a peri¬ 
od of doubt in their mar¬ 
riage, to Paddy 
Considine’s turn as a 
former flame of Oliver’s 
mother turned new age 
guru, which could have 
slipped into caricature, 
but which is held up 
well by the actor. 

However, it is Ayoade 
who is the real star of 
the show here, his sub- 
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Screen 
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by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


lime direction and well- 
measured script allowing 
the performers to deliv¬ 
er. It is a highly auspi¬ 
cious start for the direc¬ 
tor, and Submarine is 
easily one of the finest 
British films to have 
made it out of the blocks 
in the last few years. 

VERDICT-An 
absolutely wonderful 
film, Submarine heralds 
the talents of 
writer/director Richard 
Ayoade and its top-notch 
cast, in particular Craig 
Roberts and Yasmin 
Paige. With extra points 
awarded for its use of 
local locations, 
Submarine is an inven¬ 
tive, original and mes¬ 
merising piece of work. 
Essential viewing. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: The best Woody 
Allen or Wes Anderson 
comedies. 

Submarine is on gen¬ 
eral release now. 


WHAT’S ON - In brief 


Barry gig present Lord Arthur 

BARRY 60s covers band Savile ’ s Crimes ’ a come - 
Vinyl Eyes will play the by Constance Cox, 
park Hotel on Saturday adapted from a story by 
(March 26), with the Oscar Wilde. For tick- 
music of the Beatles, ets, telephone 02920 
Stones, Kinks, and oth- 512868 or 02920 
ers. 512945. 

Tax help 

TAX Help for Older 
People will hold an 
advice surgery at 
Pencoed Library on 
Wednesday, April 6. To 
book an appointment or 
to use our helpline, tele¬ 
phone 0845 6013321. 

Dinas play 

PARISH Hall, Britway 
Road, Dinas Powys at 
7.30pm nightly from 
March 31-April 2, 

Dinas Powys Players 


Accolade for Age Concern 


AGE CONCERN 
Cardiff and the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
has been awarded 
£25,000 in recogni¬ 
tion of its “out¬ 
standing contribu¬ 
tion” to improving 
health and social 
care among over- 
60s in the region. 

The charity beat more 
than 400 organisations 
from around the UK to 
become one of 10 win¬ 
ners of this year’s 
GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) 
IMPACT Awards, run in 
partnership with health 
think-tank The King’s 
Fund. 

The citation said that 
Age Concern Cardiff 
and the Vale of 
Glamorgan outshone 
other entrants on the 


strength of its positive 
impact on the lives of 
older people, many of 
whom are isolated, phys¬ 
ically frail and living in 
poverty. 

Innovative projects 
include a placement 
advisor’s scheme, 
whereby advisors work 
with older people who 
might need to move 
from hospital into a care 
home, and a counselling 
service and a befriend¬ 
ing scheme to reduce 
isolation. 

Lisa Weaks, third sec¬ 
tor programme manager 
at The King’s Fund, 
said: “The charity thor¬ 
oughly deserves its 
award. Not only has it 
demonstrated outstand¬ 
ing innovation, it has 
responded to local need 
and made a vast impact 


on the quality of life for 
so many older people in 
the region. 

“It is supported by 
hundreds of volunteers 
and operates on a tight 
budget, yet still helps 
thousands of people a 
year.” 

Jeff Hawkins, the 
chief executive of Age 
Concern Cardiff and the 
Vale of Glamorgan, said: 
“I am very proud that 
our work is recognised 
as having a positive 
impact, locally, on the 
lives of many older peo¬ 
ple.” 

One overall winner - 
to be announced at a cer¬ 
emony in London on 
May 12 - will receive an 
additional £10,000 for 
outstanding work in 
addressing needs of their 
service users. 


Mother’s 
Day service 

ALL Saints Church 
in Victoria Square, 
Penarth is holding a 
special family serv¬ 
ice on Mothering 
Sunday, April 3 at 
10am. 

The worship will 
include items suitable for 
all ages and there will be 
flowers for all the mums 
and other ladies. 
Refreshments will be 
served afterwards - all 
are welcome. 

MG 


CCTV 

arrests 

CCTV, under the 
umbrella of the 
Safer Vale 

Partnership, 
assisted with four 
arrests and the 
location of two 
missing people in 
the week ending 
March 20. 

It contacted the police 
on 33 occasions, with 
two arrests made at 
Holton Road, Barry for 
alleged shoplifting. 

One arrest was made 
concerning a violent 
assault at Barry Island, 
while another was made 
over possession of drugs 
at Island Road, Barry. In 
addition, two missing 
people were found on 
Holton Road, Barry. 


Ty Hafan winners 

THE following are 188150; 237421; 120571; 
winning numbers in 571313; 489619; 646828; 
the Ty Hafan 429726; 573684; 764883; 


Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D622. 

• The rollover, 


633138; 618151; 832936; 
669929; 497559; 409561; 
145693; 711281; 118299; 
751520; 202164; 839479; 
773995; 178827; 171536; 


which now stands at 731398; 235284; 185196; 
£2,000, was not won this 883578; 268100; 395016; 


week. 

• £2,000: 676688. 


£10: 


726284; 516902; 597216; 
662876; 642295; 841873; 


422069; 658802; 198849: 
456815; 856771; 271741; 


290487; 796686; 576154; 681033; 


316201; 605599; 842693; 269353; 879774; 692680; 


138788; 402449; 322243 
628838; 284699; 533883 


558032; 263536; 237737 


540060; 851829; 358175; 
113464; 123321;386846; 


615878. 

The GEM cannot be 


140992; 202033; 885800; held responsible for any 
691172. ‘ ‘ 

• £5: 89010; 555243: 

866952; 824259; 485810; 

296246; 209327; 593748; please call telephone 


errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 


02920 672062. 


YSGOL GYMRAEG SANT CURIG NEWS 


Pupils’ donations to the 
Red Cross Japan appeal 



PUPILS and staff 
from Ysgol 

Gymraeg Sant 
Curig were in a very 
generous mood last 
week, contributing 
to two very worth¬ 
while causes. 

First, Jack Richards, 
eight years old and his 
brother Tom, six, and sis¬ 
ter Sophie, four, were so 
moved by the tragedy in 
Japan that they raided 
their own piggy banks 
and brought in their 
pocket money to donate 
to the Red Cross appeal. 

Headteacher Mrs 
Owen said: “It’s so love¬ 
ly that children at the 
school once again put the 
needs of others in front of 
their own. 

| PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS 

Following in the foot¬ 
steps of Henry V and 
Admiral Lord Nelson 


“I thought it was a sin¬ 
cere gesture and we are 
planning a host of fund 
raising activities to sup¬ 
port this appeal in the 
forthcoming weeks.” 

The school also held a 
competition to see how 
many red items children 
and staff could wear for 
Red Nose Day. 

The school raised 
almost £400 and year-6 
teacher, Mr Matthew 
McAvoy, was the winner 
managing to keep 11 
items of clothing on for 
the whole day! 

Sisters Shevaun and 
Georgia Thomas Peters 
bought chocolates and 
held a school raffle, 
which also raised £50 
towards the Comic Relief 
appeal. 



Matthew McAvoy. 



Kymin towards Monmouth. 


F ourteen ramblers 
and dogs Jodie and Jas 
joined Joy for a trip up 
to Monmouth, where the 
Rivers Monnow and Wye con¬ 
verge. 

The Normans were settlers until 
1250, but this border town had two 
famous sons as King Henry V and 
Charles Rolls a motoring pioneer, 
who with Henry Royce created the 
Rolls Royce Silver Ghost, were both 
bom there. 

Passing the Monmouth Rowing 
Club, the group headed across the 
Wye Bridge and climbed to the 
Kymin, at around 800 feet above sea 
level. 

The group stopped for morning 
coffee in front of the Roundhouse, a 
white tower similar to a folly with a 
battlement roof, constmcted in 1794 
and paid for by the gentlemen of 
Monmouth from the Kymin Club. 

Vice Admiral Nelson with Lady 
Hamilton visited Monmouth in 1802 
and enjoyed not only the views, but 


also breakfast at the Roundhouse. 

He, like the group, visited the near¬ 
by Naval Temple, constmcted in 1800 
after the British naval victory at the 
Battle of the Nile in 1798. It recog¬ 
nised 16 British Admirals who had 
victories at sea and their names are on 
the building which is topped by the 
figure of Britannia. 

Joining Offa’s Dyke path, they 
reached Upper Redbrook and on to 
the village of Newland. 

Newland dates back to Edward 1 
and the 13th century All Saints 
Church, also known as the ‘Cathedral 
of the Forest’ dominates the village. 

In Lower Redbrook, the copper 
works used ore brought from 
Cornwall and was worked until 1740 
when it closed down. 

At Redbrook, the group took 
advantage of seats in the park near 
the river bridge crossing to the Boat 
Inn, which is on the Welsh side of the 
Wye, before joining the Wye Valley 
Walk. 

Contact Pam on 029 2021 9102 for 
further information about the group. 

JOY STRANGWARD 
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LOOKING INTO TIMES PAST IN PORTHCAWL 
THROUGH HOLIDAY-MAKERS’ MEMORIES! 


THE photographs on thse two pages come from one woman’s remarkable collection 
of postcards (see facing page for details). 

The images show the way that visitors to the town chose to remember Porthcawl, and also 
how photographers kept looking for a new view of the town (as in the aerial view below). 



The harbour is on the right, with Salt Lake on the left, although the exact date is unclear. 



ABOVE and BELOW: Coney Beach, looking decidedly rocky! 




ABOVE: A leafy scene in Newton village. 



ABOVE: Rocks at Sker Bay. 



ABOVE: This particular Porthcawl bay is not often featured on postcards! 
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POSTCARDS THAT TELL A STORY ABOUT 
PORTHCAWL’S DAYS AS A SEASIDE RESORT 


THE postcards fea¬ 
tured on this page 
are from a remark¬ 
able collection built 
up by Mrs Muriel 
Parkes. 

None of her postcards 
were bought in 
Porthcawl. She found 
them all on her travels, 
always stopping off in 
second hand shops and 
collectors’ fayres and 
buying anything that had 
been sent from the town. 

Here at The GEM, we 
are unsure whether the 
postcard (right) was 
meant to imply that 
refined ladies came to 
Porthcawl looking for a 
husband! 
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COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL SPORTS REPORT 


School keeps its place at 
the badminton top table 



THE Welsh Schools Top School bad¬ 
minton tournament was held at the Flash 
Leisure Centre, Welshpool, in Powys. 

Both boys and girls teams had qualified for these 
finals by winning the South Wales Championships 
in October 2010. 

The girls were drawn in a pool of three with 
Brynhyfryd from north Wales and Y Pant from 
Talbot Green. The team of four play singles at num¬ 
ber 1 seed and number 2 seed, and doubles with 
number 3 or 4 seed plus number 1 seed and number 
3 or 4 seed plus number 2 seed. This means that the 
two strongest players do not play doubles together. 

v Brynhyfryd 

Jessica Oliver won singles 21-7; Jordan 
Carpenter won singles 21-3; Lois Palmer and Nia 
Patal won doubles 21-7; Jessica and Lois won dou¬ 
bles 21-4; Jordan and Nia won doubles 21-11. An 
excellent 5-0 win in their first match. 

v Y Pant 

Jessica lost 11-21; Jordan won 21-11; Lois and 
Nia won 21-7; Jessica and Lois lost 9-21; Jordan 
and Nia won 21-19. This was a close match, win¬ 
ning 3-2 and put the team into the final versus the 
winner of the other group of three. 

In the final against Castell Alun School, Mold in 
north Wales, the girls were up against three girls in 
the Welsh Squad and lost 4-1 with all matches in 
double figures: 

Jessica lost 21-13; Jordan lost 21-14; Lois and 
Nia lost 21-18; Jessica and Lois lost 21-10; Jordan 
and Nia won 21-18. 

Overall, the girls will be proud of becoming the 
second-best school in Wales in their first attempt. 

In the boys competition, one school did not turn 
up, St Albans from Pontypridd, so the format 
changed to one group of five, with everybody play¬ 
ing each other. The boys play in the same format as 
the girls. 

v Alun School, Mold 

Rhys Mallows won singles 21-15; Will Painter 
won singles 21-16; James Hendy and Matthew 
Goodlad won doubles 21-10; Rhys Mallows and 
James Hendy lost doubles 17-21; Will Painter and 
Matthew Goodlad won doubles 21-18. 

Cowbridge therefore won 4-1. 

v Cardiff High School 

Rhys lost 9-21; Will won 21-7; James and 
Matthew lost 8-21; Rhys and James won 21-18; 
Will and Matthew lost 20-21; Cowbridge therefore 
lost 3-2. 

v Hawarden High School 

Rhys lost 18-21; Will won 21-7; James and 
Matthew lost 8-21; Rhys and James won 21-18; 
Will and Matthew lost 20-21; Cowbridge therefore 
won 4-1. 

v Brynhyfryd 

Rhys lost 18-21; Will won 21-11; James and 
Matthew lost 19-21; Rhys and James lost 16-21; 
Will and Matthew won 21-16; Cowbridge therefore 
lost 3-2. 

The team finished third overall in bronze medal 
position. Team captain Rhys Mallows was disap¬ 
pointed as they had a great opportunity to win the 
tournament but lost two crucial games by one and 
two points respectively. 

Well done to both teams for continuing to put the 
name of Cowbridge Comprehensive School on the 
map in badminton. The school competed in the very 
first one in 1977, and still have the same coach! 

HOCKEY 

The year-8 hockey team played in the 
county preliminary tournament against 


St Cyres and Plasmawr. 

In the first game against Plasmawr it was so-so 
possession throughout the game, with some great 
attacking play by Rosa Hartman and in defence by 
player of the match Millie Green. With 35 seconds 
to go. Plasmawr scored to make the final score 1-0. 

Plasmawr went on to beat St Cyres 2-0 and 
Cowbridge then played St Cyres with Rosa 
Hartman scoring two goals and Megan McNamee 
the third goal in the first half. 

In the second half, Millie Green scored as did St 
Cyres, making the final score 4-1 to Cowbridge. 

The team consisted of defence: Hannah Lee, 
Shellie May, Caitlin Jones, Sally Gambling and 
Millie Green, Emily Davies and Lily Morris, Megan 
McNamee, Hannah Lister-Sims, Brooke-Langton 
Cryer, Alice Tudor and attack Elbe Eddy Williams, 
Evie Williams, Rosa Harman and Laurie Thomas. 

Well done! 

FOOTBALL 

YEAR-7 played Cardiff High School in 
the final of the City of Cardiff and Vale 
Schools Bluebirds Cup on the Bear Field 
at Cowbridge Leisure Centre. 

The game started badly for the team with two 
goals conceded in the first five minutes of the game. 
Playing with plenty of possession unfortunately did 
not pay dividends, as the away goalkeeper and the 
woodwork saved the day. While it was attacking, 
the team conceded another two goals before half 
time. 

4-0 down at half time, year-7s luck in front of 
goal needed to change. This happened early on with 
two goals from Jay Mann, but again a slip at the 
back let in two goals. With a goal from Daniel Bear, 
at least the team won the second half. 

Playing catch-up is difficult, as the boys found 
out, but all players gave their best and now look for¬ 
ward to a friendly against year-8 on the astroturf. 

GYMNASTICS 

THE Welsh Schools Floor and Vault 
Championships were held at the Welsh 
Institute of Sport at Sophia Gardens in 
Cardiff, where the school entered five 
teams. 

The under-19 girls team finished fifth overall, 
competing against many Welsh squad and British 
squad members. Natasha Johnston was top scorer 
with 16.2. 

The under-19 boys team finished in bronze medal 
position behind a very strong Barry Comprehensive 
School team. Jason Sami, year-10, was top scorer 
on the vault with 8.8. 

The under-19 mixed team finished in silver 
medal position behind an excellent Caldicot School 
of Gwent. The team suffered an injury to Caitlin 
Allin in warm up. Lili Evans was top scorer with 
9.3 in the vault. 

The under-13 boys team finished in silver medal 
position to Whitchurch Comprehensive School by 
less than a full mark. Outstanding for Cowbridge 
was Tom Lucas with an overall mark for floor and 
vault of 17.0. 

The under-13 girls team came out top of the class 
on the day to be crowned Welsh Schools Floor and 
Vault Champions. 

This was the first time that the school team at this 
age group had won the Welsh Championships. 

The girls will now go on to represent Wales as a 
region against all the home nations in Stoke on 
Trent on May 7 and 8. 

Mia Sexton, returning from injury, led the girls 
home with a top combined score of 17.9. 



Under-13 boys. 


Individual Scores 


Under-19 Girls 

Floor 

Vault 

Total 

Kim Dreyer 

6.7 

8.8 

15.5 

Annabel Smith 

7.1 

8.5 

15.6 

Emmy Bevan 

6.3 

8.6 

14.9 

Natasha Johnson 

7.4 

8.8 

16.2 

Natasha Sahonte 

6.1 

9.1 

15.2 

Under-19 Bovs 

Floor 

Vault 

Total 

Danny Price 

7.8 

8.7 

16.5 

Liam Martin 

6.6 

Injured 

/ 

Kester Irwin 

6.4 

8.6 

15.0 

Jack Scott-Coombes 6.8 

8.6 

15.0 

Jason Sami 

8.0 

8.8 

16.8 

Under-19 Mixed 

Floor 

Vault 

Total 

Dylan Layzell 

8.0 

9.2 

17.2 

Tobias Swann 

7.5 

8.9 

16.4 

Rebecca Thomas 

8.0 

8.8 

16.8 

Lili Evans 

8.1 

9.3 

17.4 

Caitlin Irwin 

Injured 

Injured 

/ 

Under-13 Bovs 

Floor 

Vault 

Total 

Tom Lucas 

8.0 

9.2 

17.2 

Tom Trotman 

7.2 

8.8. 

16.8 

Hywel Williams 

7.0 

8.2 

15.2 

Charlie Martin 

7.1 

8.4 

15.5 

Cai Irwin 

7.6 

8.4 

16.0 

Under-13 Girls 

Floor 

Vault 

Total 

Jasmine Stephens 

8.3 

8.8 

17.1 

Jordan Stephens 

8.3 

8.3 

16.6 

Mia Sexton 

8.8 

9.1 

17.9 

Bridgette Walters 

8.6 

8.5 

17.1 

Ellie Medlicott 

7.0 

/ 

/ 

Stephanie Sanders 

/ 

8.3 

/ 


Inter-County Event 
THE Welsh Schools Inter County Tumble 
and Vault Championships were held at 
the Welsh Institute of Sport at Sophia 
Gardens in Cardiff. 

Four pupils represented the school and county at 
these Welsh Championships and helped the county 
to retain the overall cup when they tied with South 
East Wales. 

Under-13 girls: Jasmine Stevens (year-7), and her 
team won the team trophy. 

Under-13 boys: Tom Trotman (year-8), was an 
outstanding all rounder who helped the county to 
bronze medal position. 

Under-19 girls: Lili Evans (year-9), and her team 
won the team trophy. 

Under-19 boys: Dylan Layzell (year-13), in his 
final year representing the county, finished with a 
team silver. Dylan has been a great servant to the 
school and county teams over many years. Thank 
you to him for his support and loyalty. 

Individual Scores 

Floor FloorFloor VaultVault 


Lili Evans 

1 

8.8 

2 

3.2 

3 

9.1 

1 

9.4 

2 

9.6 

Dylan Layzell 

6.5 

8.6 

7.7 

9.4 

9.3 

Tom Trotman 

8.3 

7.4 

8.0 

8.7 

9.3 

Jasmine Stephens 8.2 

8.7 

8.6 

9.4 

9.2 


We are now on Twitter - follow us 
@ gem-news 

www.facebook. com/gemnews 




Welsh schools runners-up. 


Dinas Powys 
FC news 
round up 


Girls under-12s 
CONGRATULATI 
ONS to Gwennan 
Davies, Jess 

Thompson and 
Georgia Roberts 
Powell for being 
selected to attend 
the Welsh develop¬ 
ment squad run in 
conjunction with 
the South Wales 
girls league, Cardiff 
City and the FAW; 
possible future 
Welsh caps in the 
making. 

Well done to the 
under-12s for beating 
Troedyrhiw 2-0. 

No mean feat, as 
Troedyrhiw had gone 18 
games unbeaten this sea¬ 
son until they were out¬ 
done on the day by a 
quickly improving Dinas 
Powys girls under-12s 


team. 

Also, best of luck in 
their quarter-final tie on 
March 27, at Bryn Y 
Don against Valleys 
United in the SWGL 
cup. 

Girls under-14s 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to Ella Hatherill, Chloe 
Jones and Emily Hill for 
making the Cardiff and 
Vale under-14 squad. 

Well done also to 
Kelsey Murray and Ellie 
Wenger for being put on 
standby for possible 
selection. 

Congratulations to the 
under-14s for their 1-0 
win against Caerphilly. 

A fine run of four 
games unbeaten now 
puts them 12th in the 
league, a fine achieve¬ 
ment after a very diffi¬ 
cult start in what is their 
first season on full size 
pitches. 

MW 
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Local choir to appear 
at Tenovus concert 
in Llandaff Cathedral 


THE South Wales 
Male Choir, which 
draws many of its 
members from 
Cowbridge, 
Llantwit Major, 
Barry and Penarth, 
will be singing at 
the Tenovus Spring 
Concert in Llandaff 
Cathedral on 
Thursday, April 14, 
at 7.30pm. 

The concert will also 
feature The Tenovus 
Sing For Life Choir, a 
remarkable group of 
people who have been 
affected by cancer. 

The South Wales 
Male Choir will be con¬ 
ducted by musical direc¬ 
tor Elaine Robins, the 
piano accompanist will 
be Sian Davies and the 
organist Terry Gilmore- 
James. 

Choir member Terry 
Rooney from Llantwit 
Major told The GEM: 


“There are 110 members 
in the choir, many from 
the Vale, some from 
Cardiff and Gwent - and 
those in exile in Bristol, 
Oxford and Wantage. 

“The choir was 
formed in 1982 and its 
first president was Lord 
George Thomas of 
Tonypandy. 

“For a payment of 


£100, we will provide 
five top price tickets, 
which are £12 each, and 
with the extra donation 
your business details 
will be printed promi¬ 
nently in the concert 
programme.” 

The concert is to sup¬ 
port one of Wales’ great 
causes and to purchase 
tickets, people should 


contact: the choir secre¬ 
tary, John Rees Davies, 
on 01446 746387; Terry 
Rooney on 01446 
792417. 

Tickets are also avail¬ 
able at Chris Williams 
Opticians, Boverton 
Road, and on the door at 
Llandaff Cathedral. 


Council homes transfer: 

‘TENANTS CONSULTED’ 


I MUST correct the 
letter from Court 
Bertin in your letters 
page last week. Every 
secure tenant of the 
Vale Council has 
received a formal con¬ 
sultation document, 
which contains all the 
details of what would 
happen to their homes 
and services if the 
transfer goes ahead. 

Very importantly, it 


Cowbridge bridge 
clubs round-up 


THE latest results 
are as follows: 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridge Club, Monday, 
March 14: First, Joan 
Jenkins and Jane Brook 
61.25 per cent; second, 
Mary Moore and John 
Beard, 57.19; third, 
Anne Hughes and John 
Edwards, 55.94; third, 
John Henson and Geoff 
Tinkler, 55.94; fifth, 
Teri Pollard and Sara 
Bartlett, 54.06; sixth, 
Ray Smith and Gwynne 
Maddox, 53.13. 

Adrian Thomas, the 
president of the Welsh 
Bridge Union and mem¬ 
ber of the 2011 Welsh 
team who won the 
‘Camrose’ Cup against 


England, Ireland and 
Scotland, was a guest 
for the evening. 

Cowbridge and 
District Bridge Club, 
Tuesday March 15: 
First, Hugh Williams 
and Gordon Berrey, 
67.50 per cent; second, 
Luba Ashworth and 
Anne Thomas, 57.00; 
Pat and Brian Swain 
56.82; fourth, Ann 
Miller and Judy 
Springett 53.00; fifth, 
Glenda Roberts and 
Amy Owen 
52.00; sixth, Marian 
East and Pauline 
McAllen 50.00; sixth, 
Mary Thomas and 
Dennis Barker 50.00. 

BS 


also gives all the details council nominees and 
of what would happen if four independent people 
the homes stay with the with relevant skills and 


council. 

The comparison 
clearly states that the 
council would not have 
the resources available 
to bring homes up to the 
full Welsh Housing 
Quality Standard, as 
required by the Welsh 
Assembly Government. 

Also, the council 
would not have the 
resources to invest in the 
estates in Gibbonsdown 
and Buttrills that suffer 
from crime and anti¬ 
social behaviour and 
need to be remodelled to 
help solve these prob¬ 
lems. 

Copies of both the 
council’s and Heritage 
Coast Homes’ business 
plans have been avail¬ 
able for scrutiny by all 
Vale councillors and 
have been laid out side- 
by-side in cabinet papers 
and full council agen¬ 
das. 

Obviously some coun¬ 
cillors are not reading 
these documents. 

The promises made in 
the council’s formal con¬ 
sultation document 
would be made legally 
binding on Heritage 
Coast Homes if the 
transfer goes ahead. 

Four tenants, four 


experience sit on the 
shadow board of 
Heritage Coast Homes 
and would be committed 
to delivering the promis¬ 
es made in the formal 
consultation document. 

Heritage Coast 
Homes would be regu¬ 
lated by the Welsh 
Assembly Government. 

Every piece of litera¬ 
ture produced by the 
Vale Council as part of 
its formal consultation 
with tenants on the pro¬ 
posed transfer to 
Heritage Coast Homes 
has been checked by 
specialist lawyers, the 
independent tenant advi¬ 
sor open communities 
and by the Welsh 
Assembly Government to 
ensure it is accurate and 
factual. 

I would urge all our 
tenants to read the 
Formal Consultation 
Document, ask any ques¬ 
tions they may have and 
make their own minds up 
about the proposal and 
to make sure they use 
their vote. 

Coun Paul Church 
(Cabinet member for 
housing and community 
safety) 


Beating the bounds around 
Llanblethian, 55 years ago 



In a recent isue of The GEM, Betty Alden of the Cowbridge History Society revealed plans for 
an exhibition, scheduled for July, which will focus on Cowbridge in the 1960s, 70s and 80s. 
She also asked residents if they had any suitable photographs or memorabilia.. 


Betty dropped this fascinating photograph into The GEM office and said: “We have been 
loaned a number of photographs by Mrs Remy Lloyd Jones and this one, taken in the 1950s, 
shows the ‘Beating the Bounds’ ceremony on Rogation Sunday in Llanblethian. We wonder if 
anyone recognises the children. ” Betty added that the society welcomes any further items. 

She can be contacted on 01446 773373. 

Older People’s Forum meets 
Crossroads Carers group 

RENE GANNON, vice-person of the 
Older People’s Forum, and Winnie 
Davies, an executive member, were invit¬ 
ed to give a presentation at a meeting of 
the Penarth Crossroads Carers Group to 
explain how the ‘Strategy for Older 
People’ worked, and how the carers 
group could become part of the forum. 

Crossroads scheme in the Vale was set up in 
1987 by Clair Mallia and Dr Mike Robinson, a 
Dinas Powys GP, who had recognised a lack of 
dementia service in this area. 

The scheme employs a team of 40 care workers 
who provide care in the home, take clients out 
socially, run the day centres at Bryneithin and 
Gardenhurst, and facilitate social groups in Barry 
and the rural Western Vale. 



Rene Gannon and Winnie Davies with Carers 
from Crossroad Care in the Vale. 

In providing these services, they aim to support 
family carers and give them a break from their car¬ 
ing role. WD 



Set in grounds of in excess of an acre... 

A rare opportunity to acquire a detached house which also comes with a separate self 
contained detached annexe/bungalow, and all set in a wide range of outside garden 
space. The house is detached and has 6 bedrooms, 4 receptions, 4 bathrooms and a 
small conservatory. The bungalow has 3/4 bedrooms, 1/2 receptions, a kitchen, a bath¬ 
room and shower room. 

Aderyn, Nurston (Nr Rhoose) 

There are substantial parking facilities, mature garden with orchard, family garden, court¬ 
yard, 60' workshop, possible kennel/cattery space and the plot is exceptionally 
private, secluded yet situated within 20 minutes of the M4. 

An ideal opportunity for Bed & Breakfast (currently licensed), Kennels, Nursing Home - 
subject to planning/change of use etc. 

Please contact Andrew Fenton on 07847 888750 to arrange a viewing, 
we are available at a time to suit you. 



More executive properties wanted throughout the Vale - Call Andrew 07847 888750 
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BRYNCETHIN MINI AND JUNIORS ROUND-UP 


Under-8s team are involved in 
two thrilling local encounters 


Bridgend Athletic 
grab hard-fought, 
last-minute win 



UNDER-8s 

BRYNCETHIN trav¬ 
elled away to face 
tricky games against 
Bridgend Athletic and 
Porthcawl. 

With all three teams 
were sporting good size 
squads we were in for 
some entertaining games. 
Bryncethin 6 Porthcawl 
2 

Porthcawl won the 
toss and were on the 
attack straightaway. A 
solid defensive display 
by Bryncethin meant 
they were able to hold 
firm and exert enough 
pressure to turn posses¬ 
sion over. 

A quick tap gave 
Bryncethin the advantage 
and they were able to 
score in the corner. 

Porthcawl then came 
back into the game and 
score themselves. 

Bryncethin then 
opened up a lead which 


MAESTEG Cricket 
Club has begun 
indoor nets in 
preparation for the 
club’s assault on 
Division Two of the 
Thomas Carroll 
South Wales 

Cricket Association, 
(First and Second 
XIs) and also that of 
Alliance Division 
Two of the Thomas 
Carroll Welsh Club 
Cricket Conference 
(Third XI). 

The 2011 season will 
also see the club field 
three junior teams at 
under-11, under-14 and 
under-16 and will com¬ 
pete in the South Wales 
Junior League. 

Indoor net sessions are 
held at Maesteg 
Comprehensive School 
on Monday evenings 
from 5.30pm to 6.30pm 
(juniors up to under-14) 
under the watchful eyes 
of club coach Martin 
Wilkshire, and youth 
team organisers Dai 
Price, Ryan Parry, Dean 
Cox and Steve Williams. 

Senior sessions follow 
from 6.30pm to 7.30pm. 
The remainder of the jun¬ 
ior section are invited to 
these sessions and former 
and new players of all 
ages and playing ability 
are most welcome to 
attend. 

Club captain Ryan 
Parry takes over at the 
helm, and will captain 
the First XI for the first 
time. The club is thrilled 
that Ryan has been 
selected to represent the 
South Wales Cricket 


they were never to lose 
and they went on to fin¬ 
ish the game 6-2 winners. 

Try scorers: Rhys 
Williams (3), Miles 
Blakeman, Rhys Cawley 
and Jake Whitefield. 
Bridgend Athletic 6 
Bryncethin 6 

Game two started with 
Bridgend opening the 
scoring and they quickly 
went over again. 

Bryncethin were still 
on the back foot when 
they were able to break 
away and score. 
Following a quick 
reshuffle, Bryncethin 
started to gain control of 
the game and with the 
final whistle not far 
away, Bryncethin scored 
to bring the game level. 

Great spirit was shown 
by both sides, but there 
was to be no winner and 
the game ended in a draw 
6 - 6 . 

Try scorers: Rhys 
Cawley (2), If an Hunnam 


Association on their tour 
to South Africa in 2012. 

Dean Cox will contin¬ 
ue as Second XI captain 
and will help to develop 
the younger players in 
their quest to a higher 
level. The Third XI have 
been re-established fol¬ 
lowing a break of six sea¬ 
sons and will mix the 
more ‘senior’ players 
with the club’s talented 
youth players, the captain 
being club stalwart 
Richard Howells. 

2011 will see Maesteg 
Cricket Club celebrate its 
165th anniversary (estab¬ 
lished in 1846, one of 
Wales’ longest estab¬ 
lished cricket clubs). 
Ironically, the club will 
also be celebrating a 
golden jubilee as it is 50 
years since the club won 
its first and only Dan 
Radcliffe Cup - Division 
One of the South Wales 
and Monmouthshire 
Cricket League. 

To commemorate 
these milestones, the club 
is to host a post-season 
gala dinner - plans are 
already well under way. 

The club are also 
embarking on a post-sea¬ 
son tour to Worcester 
where they will be play¬ 
ing two matches at junior 
and senior level against 
Broadway CC on 
September 10 and 
Barnards Green CC on 
September 11. The club 
is indebted to John 
Richards, who has 
arranged the tour within 
a fortnight of being co¬ 
opted onto the club’s 
committee. 


(2) and Rhys Williams 

( 2 ). 

Man of the match: 
Morgan Hughes for his 
great tagging and for¬ 
ward play - well done 
Morgan. 

Match day squad: 
Jake Whitefield (captain 
game 1), Thomas Bassett 
(captain game 2), 
Cameron Alston, Shaun 
Batchelor, Miles 

Blakeman, Rhys Cawley, 
Mike Gillette, Morgan 
Hughes, Ifan Hunnam, 
Will Laverick, Jac Jervis, 
Cory Ryall and Rhys 
Williams. 

UNDER-lOs 

TWO games for the 
under-10s as both 
Porthcawl and 

Bryncethin visited 
Bridgend Athletic. 
Bridgend Athletic 49 
Bryncethin 7 

For once, Bryncethin 
started brightly and were 
rewarded when they 
opened the scoring 
through Scott Ryall with 
the conversion from Jack 
Thomas. 

This only served to 
provoke the Athletic into 
action, who responded to 
score five tries in the first 
have to take a command¬ 
ing lead. 

The second half saw 
the hosts score three 
unanswered tries. The 
Bryncethin players kept 
going until the end and 
played with the desire we 
have come to expect 
from them. 

The coaching staff 
hope that the boys will 
take notice of how well 
drilled their opponents 
were and the importance 
of making the most of 
training sessions. 

Well done to the 
Athletic players on a pol¬ 
ished performance. 

Try scorer: Scott 
Ryall. 

Porthcawl 21 

Bryncethin 38 

After a short break and 
some stern words, the 
Bryncethin boys were 
sent out against 


Porthcawl to try and get 
some rhythm into their 
play. 

Two early tries from 
Scott Ryall and Tobias 
Hunt, and a conversion 
from Jack Thomas, were 
to set them on their way. 
Scott crossed for his sec¬ 
ond of the match with 
Josh Napper adding the 
conversion. 

The second half was a 
tighter affair with 
Porthcawl giving their 
all. 

There were further 
Bryncethin tries for 
Aaron Thomas, Keiran 
Dixon and Daniel 
Osarigie, with conver¬ 
sions for Lewis Francis 
and Josh Napper. 

Porthcawl crossed for 
three converted tries to 
finish the game at 38-21. 

Try scorers: Scott 
Ryall (2), Keiran Dixon, 
Daniel Osarigie, Aaron 
Thomas and Tobias 
Hunt. 

Man of the day: 
Joshua Thomas, who did¬ 
n’t take a backwards step 
during either game in 
attack and defence. 

Match day squad: 
Aaron Thomas (captain 
game 1), Daniel Osarigie 
(captain game 2), Keiran 
Dixon, Luke Board, Scott 
Ryall, Josh Napper, Jack 
Thomas, Finlay Mullens, 
Morgan Stevens, Ethan 
Hopkins, Joshua 

Thomas, Lewis Francis, 
Thomas Jones and 
Tobias Hunt. 

UNDER-12S 
Llantwit Major 34 
Bryncethin 17 
BRYNCETHIN trav¬ 
elled up to Llantwit 
Major and Bryn kicked 
off first, with Jack 
Ladler scoring the first 
try and Ieuan Davies 
converting. 

The boys continued to 
play well, with Jack 
Ladler scoring again. The 
try was again converted 
by Ieaun Davies. 

Llantwit came back 
with two excellent tries, 
making the score at half¬ 


time 14-17. 

As the second half 
started, Llantwit contin¬ 
ued with their fast paced 
game, but Sam Harding, 
with his ferocious tack¬ 
ling, gave them a run for 
their money. 

There were plenty of 
spirited displays from the 
Bryncethin lads with 
Christian Jones showing 
great determination and 
speed. Conor Ford was 
excellent in defence to 
stop a certain try. 

On the day, it was a 
good game by all, 
although Llantwit had 
more points on the board. 

Man of the match: 
Christian Jones. 

Match day squad: 
Sam Harding (captain), 
Ieaun Davies, Aaron 
Mctyre, Liam Morgan, 
Leon Sylvester, Carwyn 
Smith, Conor Ford, 
Adam John, Jacob 
Walters, Corey Rogers, 
Henry Clark, Nicholas 
Morgan, Morgan 

Howells, Christian 
Jones, Josh Peters, Jack 
Ladler and Corey Booth. 

RH 

Golf 

lessons 

for 

ladies 

PYLE and Kenfig 
Golf Club is launch¬ 
ing an initiative to 
introduce more girls 
and ladies to the 
game. 

The club is offering 
free females-only group 
lessons on the covered 
practice area, so lessons 
can go ahead even if the 
weather is bad. 

Initially, there will be 
six free lessons, the first 
on Wednesday, April 20. 
Golf clubs and balls will 
be provided. 

For more information, 
contact the Proshop on 
01656 772446. 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 44) 

Although 
Llangennech managed to 
win the ball back, they 
were put under pressure 
by fierce tackling by 
flankers Lloyd Evans 
and stand-in captain 
Matthew Hillman. 

Eventually, the visi¬ 
tors opted to kick out of 
defence but the ball rico¬ 
cheted into Lewis’ hands 
and he quickly trans¬ 
ferred the ball to Morris, 
who set Olds on another 
elusive run and once 
again Llangennech 
infringed. Lewis stepped 
up to extend the lead to 
10 points. 

Once again, 

Llangennech surged into 
Athletic territory but 
again gritty defence, ably 
fronted by lock Gruff 
Davies, forced them 
back and a long range 
penalty fell just short. At 
the next lineout, 
Llangennech’s over¬ 
throw was pounced on 
by Evans who quickly 
passed on the ball which 
reached Pemberton in 
space. 

He ran strongly before 
sliding a kick through. 
The desperate clearance 
fell straight into Evans’ 
hands and he moved it in 
to Morris whose long 
pass reached Olds, who 
rounded the defending 
forward for a try wide 


out. This was the young 
three-quarter’s third in as 
many games. Lewis’ 
conversion hit the post. 

Clearly, the home 
team were delighted to 
be 15 points up but, as 
Evans left the field, hav¬ 
ing aggravated an injury 
sustained in the previous 
match, to be replaced by 
the rejuvenated Lee 
Sims, Llangennech were 
back on the offensive. 
Again backs and for¬ 
wards interlinked to 
stretch the Athletic 
defence. 

Flanker Richard 
Thomas broke the line to 
feed an overhead pass to 
lock Mike Squirrel, who 
burst one tackle to surge 
over for a try that was 
well converted by 
replacement fly-half 
Craig Evans. 

In the early exchanges 
of the second half, the 
Athletic were unable to 
find some of their earlier 
intensity in defence and 
Llangennech were able 
to break the advantage 
line with some surging 
drives. The pressure told 
and wing Chris Mathias 
popped up at speed to 
slip a tackle and score a 
try that Evans again con¬ 
verted to bring his team 
within one point. 

Llangennech were 
now winning all the 
small battles and territo¬ 
rially they were in com¬ 


mand. Nevertheless, the 
Athletic players were 
giving their all to repel 
the men in black and red. 

The occasional break¬ 
out relieved some pres¬ 
sure but it was mainly 
backs to the wall stuff. 
When the Athletic turned 
over Llangennech ball 
and kicked out of 
defence, Pemberton and 
Rob Coles were quick to 
chase but the support 
was slow to arrive. This 
allowed full-back 

Vaughan to make good 
ground into home territo¬ 
ry before linking with his 
support players, and left 
wing Lane nipped over 
for a good try that Craig 
Evans again converted 
well. 

Time was running out 
and despite making 
changes, the Athletic’s 
desperate attempts to 
regain the lead were 
being thwarted by the 
visitors and it looked as 
though their fine run of 
results was about to end. 

As time ran out, Rob 
Coles made a strong run 
which was carried on by 
Rhys Jones and Stuart 
Morris before Coles was 
involved again. He trans¬ 
ferred to Olds before 
receiving the return pass. 
When he was confronted 
by the full-back, he 
found Simon Mustoe on 
his shoulder. 

The burly hooker 
shook off a grabbing 
hand and raced away 30 
metres to score under the 
posts with an Ashton- 
esque swallow dive. Up 
stepped Lewis to chip 
over the conversion that 
gave the Athletic a 
breathless victory as the 
final whistle went. 

This victory takes the 
Athletic within two 
points of third-placed 
Bonymaen, although 
they remain in sixth for 
now. Of their remaining 
six fixtures, four are at 
home and the Athletic 
will be looking to climb 
the table. 

The next league match 
is at Bonymaen on April 
2, followed by succes¬ 
sive home fixtures 
against Corns, Bridgend 
and Whitland, before 
travelling to 

Waunarlwydd on April 
30. There is also still one 
home match to be 
arranged, vs Bonymaen 
in April. 

MARK DAVIES 


We are now on Twitter - 
follow us @gem-news 
www.facebook. com/gemnews 
Read your GEM online by visiting: 
www. bridgend-today. co. uk 


Athletic bounce back after slip-up 


STINGING from criticism of an 
inept display in drawing at 
Felinfoel, the Athletic turned in 
their best performance of the sea¬ 
son to defeat UWIC by 32 points to 
15 at the South Wales Police 
Ground last week. 

They crossed for four tries picking up a 
bonus point on the way. The club are 
unbeaten in their last six league games and 
have picked up 23 points in this period, 
including wins against second and third 
placed Narbeth and Corns. UWIC are now 
only two points ahead of the Athletic in 
fifth place. 

A pleasing feature of a highly entertain¬ 
ing match was that Athletic matched the 
tempo of the super fit students, having sur¬ 
rendered a 27-7 lead when UWIC ran them 
ragged in the final 10 minutes last 
September, to end up the wrong side of a 
33-27 result. 

This is a tribute to the coaching team of 
Paul Yardley, John Apsee, David Williams 
and conditioning coach Rob Green. 

UWIC opened the scoring in the first 
minute, with Gareth Walters kicking a 
penalty following hands in a ruck. Athletic 
outside half Steven Lewis then responded 
in kind following offside by the UWIC 
midfield. 


UWIC were reduced to 14 men with a 
yellow card for a high tackle on half way. 
Lewis put the ball in the corner from the 
resultant penalty. 

Flanker Matthew Hillman gathered the 
throw in and forced his way over in the cor¬ 
ner for the opening try of the game. Lewis 
converted to put the Athletic 10-3 ahead. 
The Athletic then opened up play on their 
10-yard line, only for wing Alex Carlton- 
Porter to intercept and race clear under the 
posts. Walters converted to level the scores 
at 10-10 at half time. 

The second half started with the students 
mounting wave after wave of attacks in the 
Athletic 22. Excellent defence by backs and 
forwards alike kept them from crossing the 
whitewash. 

It was then the Athletics’ turn to show 
their attacking prowess. The forwards, with 
locks Jamie Doherty and Sean Williams to 
the fore, drove into the students. Hooker 
Simon Mustoe and No 8 Steve Penry-Ellis 
were also prominent ball carriers. 

When the ball was released, half backs 
Tom Davies and Lewis moved the ball 
quickly to the midfield of Stuart Morris and 
Rob Coles. Full back Lyndsey Macausland 
fed wing James Olds 30 metres out, and he 
went on a Shane Williams-style mesmeris¬ 
ing run, beating four defenders before 
crossing under the posts for his second try 


in successive games. Lewis converted, and 
quickly added a second penalty to put the 
Athletic 20-10 ahead. 

Next, leading Athletic try scorer Lloyd 
Pemberton took a pass on half way and 
sliced clean through to cross for his eighth 
try of the season. 

The Athletic had spent the previous 
training session concentrating on scrum¬ 
maging. This paid off handsomely on the 
night, with props Matthew Norman and 
Wayne Fookes and hooker Simon Mustoe 
starting to dominate the scrums. 

From a five-metre scrum they had UWIC 
on the back foot, allowing scrum half Tom 
Davies to pick up and dive over for the 
bonus point try. Lewis converted to put the 
home side 32-10 ahead. 

To their credit, UWIC never gave up and 
were moving the ball from everywhere, but 
the Athletic defence was generally up to the 
defensive task of keeping them at bay. The 
visitors were rewarded for their enterprise 
when No 8 Ed Bowden crossed in the cor¬ 
ner to make the final score 32-15. 

The Athletic brought on an entire back 
row substitution with flankers Lee Sims, 
Stuart Nation and No 8 Griff Davies mak¬ 
ing his seasonal debut. Flanker Lloyd 
Evans continued his rich run of form and 
was the Athletic man of the match. 

ADRIAN BURT 


Maesteg gears 
up for the new 
cricket season 
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Bonus point win 
for a rampant 
Pencoed RFC 


PENCOED’S rich 
vein of form contin¬ 
ued with almost a 
complete a per¬ 
formance as one 
could hope for. 

Free flowing attack¬ 
ing rugby combined 
with uncompromising 
defence characterised 
this 26-0 bonus point 
victory. 

A good early scrum¬ 
mage had the home side 
on the retreat, and the 
team played with confi¬ 
dence before releasing 
skipper Aaron Halse out 
in the left wing position. 

Back row forward 
Halse needed no second 
invitation and swept 
over, and Marc Davies 
converted. 

Pencoed continued to 
attack, centre Ken 
Morris splitting the 
Morriston midfield and 
taking play to the home 
line, where sustained 
pressure from the pack 
saw front row forward 
Keiron Moore drive 
across; Davies convert¬ 
ed. 

Morriston had no 
answer at this stage, and 


Morriston 

0 

Pencoed 

26 


good combined play 
from Pencoed saw 
young flanker Liam 
Evans in support to 
score for a 19-0 lead 
after 12 minutes. 

Credit to the home 
side who gradually got 
themselves into the 
match through their big 
pack, and during the 
middle part of the game 
threw everything at 
Pencoed. 

Tremendous defence 
from Pencoed somehow 
kept the hosts out, with 
young flanker Justin 
Russell and outside half 
Davies pulling off 
superb tackles close to 
their own line. 

Davies eventually 
eased the pressure with a 
fine clearing kick. 

In the dying moments, 
Pencoed secured the 
bonus point, a sweeping 
counter attack involving 
the looping Jamie 
Williams, Aaron 

Songhurst, and Morris, 
who took the floated 
inside pass from 


Williams to arc away 
from 30 metres to score 
at the posts. 

Davies converted to 
put the seal on a fine vic¬ 
tory. 

This was arguably 
Pencoed’s best all-round 
performance of the sea¬ 
son, in particular the 
defensive commitment 
throughout which must 
have given coaches 
Kevin Mably and Phil 
Pinches great satisfac¬ 
tion. 

The team now have a 
break before travelling 
to the Llynfi Valley to 
meet Nantyffyllon on 
April 2. 

Pencoed now sit in 
sixth position in the 
league table following 
three consecutive bonus 
point wins, scoring 134 
points in the process. 

With underfoot condi¬ 
tions firming up, the 
team go into their final 
eight games looking to 
finish the season with a 
flourish. 

TR 


Pencoed Youth pile 
on the points at Pyle 


PENCOED youth 
maintained their 
run of good form 
with a comprehen¬ 
sive 40-10 league 
win at Pyle. 

Pencoed second row 
Chris John won early 
possession at the lineout 
which allowed his side 
to gain a foothold in the 
home half. 

Scrum half Tom 
Daniels, taking a quick 
tap penalty, released his 
backs who handled well 
for the supporting No 8 
Jordan Hawkins to cross 
wide out. 

Full back Lewys 
Jenkins converted with a 
fine kick. 

Pyle hit back with a 
penalty goal, but 


Pyle Youth 

10 

Pencoed Youth 

40 


Pencoed then got their 
second try with a break 
from centre Lloyd 
Bargery, who put Adam 
Williams over; Jen ki ns 
converted. 

Bargery then crossed 
following a superb 
move, forwards Ryan 
Richardson, Liam 
Callaghan and Hawkins 
all showing good hands 
down the left hand 
touchline. 

Pencoed started the 
second half as they had 
finished the first, good 
handling putting centre 
Rhys Vowles over, and 
Jenkins converted. 


Skipper Bargery then 
picked a great angle to 
race over, and a full 
round of passing from 
the threequarters put 
wing Michael Fincham 
over for Pencoed’s sixth 
try. 

Jenkins converted for 
a 40 - 3 lead. 

Entering the final 
minute Pyle got a 
deserved consolation 
converted try for a final 
scoreline of 10-40. 

For Pencoed, skipper 
Lloyd Bargery at centre 
had a fine game, with 
Chris John up front also 
doing well. TR 


L 1 a n g a n 
school 

YEARS 1-2 children at 
Llangan Primary 
School are enjoying a 
fantastic experience - 
being taken to Pencoed 
Agricultural College 
every Friday for six 
weeks to take part in a 
forest school project. 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


There were healthy School centenary - 
eating workshops for This year, the school will 
each class, also water celebrate its centenary 
This involves lighting workshops and experi- and I understand there 
fires and cooking marsh- ments for each class. will be a week of celebra- 
mallows! During my recent visit tions in the summer 

Science workshop - to the school, I was invit- when it is hoped a num- 
Last week, the school ed to the nursery class fogr of former pupils will 
celebrated science week and what a delight it was. visit the school, 
with various workshops, The tiny tots were having 
including a healthy a wonderful time, with ”d.Lei 
school assembly with music and lovely cakes problems 
‘Healthy Harry’ to talk to being decorated by the PART of the green at 


the children. 


teaching staff. 


CAOS AUCTION 

COWBRIDGE Amateur Operatic Society are 
deep in rehearsal for their 2011 production The 
Likes of Us, and are holding a charity auction to 
raise money for Barnardo’s Cymru on Friday, 
April 1 at 7.30pm in the function room of The 
Duke of Wellington, 

Entry tickets £5, including cheese and wine, 
available from 01446 773169. 


Fferm Goch 
sorry state 


is in a 
at the 
moment - but it is all in 
a good cause! 

It seems new water 
mains are necessary in 
the Fferm Goch area and 
I was assured everything 
would be put in order 
when the job is complete. 


Llantwit RFC 
see promotion 
hopes dented 
by two losses 


THE last two week¬ 
ends have seen 
Wales in action, 
with mixed results, 
and Llantwit 
Major have 
arranged early kick 
offs to try and 
avoid a backlog in 
April. 

Like Wales there 
appears to be a lack of 
strength in depth, 
although the effort and 
commitment of those 
who stepped in cannot 
be faulted. 

In the first fixture, 
Llantwit were at home 
to fellow promotion 
contenders Tonyrefail, 
who are having a good 
run of results, and the 
visitors ran out 29-25 
winners. 

For Llantwit, half 
backs Barry Griffiths 
and Lawrence Howley 
scored tries, with 
flanker Marcus Pearce 
having another stormer, 
scoring a third try. 

Howley converted all 
three and added a brace 
of penalties but 
Llantwit struggled with 
some of the referee’s 
decisions, although that 
is no excuse. They 
were beaten on the day 
by a side with more 
‘dog’ who took their 
chances. 

Last weekend 
Llantwit travelled to 
Nantymoel after the 
scheduled game last 
month was postponed at 
the very last minute due 
to a frosty pitch. 

Forced to call up 
several regular second 
team players, Llantwit 
found Nantymoel hard¬ 
er than the ground con¬ 
ditions in February and 
slumped to a disap¬ 
pointing 34-17 defeat. 

Young Tom Silva on 
the wing had a fine 
game for Llantwit, 


scoring a try on his full 
first team debut, with 
Lawrence Howley kick¬ 
ing four penalties and 
Marcus Pearce having 
another good game to 
state his case for a full 
time move from wing 
to back row. 

The amazing Les 
Dixon once again 
answered Llantwit’s 
emergency call for front 
row cover and young 
hooker Rhys Davies 
played well, but it was 
too big an ask for the 
bare squad of 19 play¬ 
ers, thrown together 
virtually at the last 
minute, against a deter¬ 
mined Nantymoel side. 

Have Llantwit 
blown their title hopes? 
It is still early to say, 
but there are doubts 
whether there is enough 
commitment, as much 
depth to get their cam¬ 
paign going again, and 
also doubts that they 
can cope with the inten¬ 
sity of Division Three 
next year if they do go 
up. 

Hopefully, they will 
prove the doubters 
wrong with an impres¬ 
sive display at Llandaff 
this week. 

Congratulations are 
extended to Lawrence 
Howley on his selection 
as captain of Wales 
under-19s who played 
against England at Bath 
on Friday. Although 
switched from flyhalf to 
centre, Lawrence gave 
a good display, despite 
falling foul of referee 
Nigel Whitehouse on 
one occasion. The tal¬ 
ented Llantwit 
Comprehensive pupil 
will be hoping he has 
done enough to be 
included in the Welsh 
Sevens squad which 
will compete in Dubai 
in the summer. 

DG 


Last-gasp win 
for Pencoed 
under-14s team 


PENCOED under- 
14s travelled to 
Newbridge Fields to 
play Bridgend 
Sports on a sunny 
day that saw a 
bright game of 
rugby. 

It was an exciting 
game of rugby, with 
good defence from both 
teams. Bridgend Sports 
came closest to scoring, 
but a penalty was unsuc- 
cessfu, so at half time the 
score was nil-nil. 

There were some big 
tackles put in by Daniel 
Maiden, Morgan 

Jefferies, Morgan Jones, 
Johnathan Clat worthy 
and Jack Briggs, and 
strong running from 
Chris Cooper and Ellis 
Griffiths. 

All the boys deserve a 
mention for their team 


work and, in the last 
three minutes of the 
game, Pencoed were 
awarded a penalty and 
decided to take it quickly 
for Jack Briggs to cross 
the line for the only 
score of the day. 

Both sets of parents 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
match. 

Squad: James 

Merchant, Scott Ewing, 
Jack Briggs, Owain 
Clarke, Jake Broker, 
Morgan Jefferies, Josh 
Maunder, Joe Watkins, 
Aled Bargery, Daniel 
Maiden, Johnathan 
Clatworthy, Chris 
Cooper, Alex King, 
Morgan Jones, Liam 
Bowen, Jamie Dyer, Ellis 
Griffiths, Jason 

Clatworthy and Lewis 
Brennan. 

JM 



Porthcawl under-16s 
complete derby double 


PORTHCAWL 
RFC underl6s com¬ 
pleted the double 
over their neigh¬ 
bours at Newbridge 
Fields Bridgend 
Athletic on Sunday. 

This game started as a 
typical local derby with 
both sides making mis¬ 
takes and no real pattern 
of play. 

From the start, the 
home side opted to go 
with passive scrums 
which would negate one 
of Porthcawl’s strengths. 

The deadlock was bro¬ 
ken when a flowing 
backs move saw outside- 
half Huw Mitchell 
receive the ball in the 
centre of midfield and 
beat a defender to go 
over for a try, which went 
unconverted. 

When these sides met 
last time, Porthcawl 
kicked tactically 

throughout the game. 
However, on this occa¬ 
sion, the coaches wanted 
the ball to be spread at 
every opportunity. 

This enterprise result¬ 
ed in the second try of the 
day when winger Xavier 
Manaseitava received the 
ball after it had gone 
through all of the backs’ 
hands. 

He still had a bit of 
work to do and used his 
pace to score in the cor- 



IIuw Mitchell scores. 


ner; this try was uncon¬ 
verted. 

Jack Williams was 
unlucky not to score 
when he was adjudged to 
have put a foot on the 
line five metres from the 
line. The young 
Seaweeds were now in 
full control of the game 
and but for excellent 
defence from the home 
side, more points would 
have been scored during 
this period. 

Porthcawl’s lineout 
was totally dominate 
throughout and when 
they had one close to the 
line, a move was called 
that saw Evan Williams 
power his way to score. 

This was well convert¬ 
ed by Scott Govan and 
the half ended with 
Porthcawl leading 17-0 
and in full control of the 
game. 

Thomas Matthews 
scored a try early in the 
second half when he cut a 
great angle at pace to out¬ 


strip the covering 
defence and score under 
the posts. 

Again, excellent 
Athletic defence kept 
Porthcawl out on numer¬ 
ous occasions and the 
home side were strug¬ 
gling to cope with the 
pace of the young 
Seaweeds. 

Unfortunately, due to 
two separate injuries to 
Ath players, the match 
was ended early, which 
was disappointing as the 
young Seaweeds were 
beginning to go up a 
gear. 

This was a good run 
out in preparation 
towards Porthcawl’s 
Ospreys Cup semi-final 
with Abercrave at South 
Road on April 3. 

Porthcawl youth are 
looking for a backs 
coach for next season; 
anybody interested 
should contact Paul 
Brown on 07875 349876. 

PB 


Bryncoch ‘battered’ 
by five-try Michael 


TONDU under-lls welcomed 
Bryncoch to Ynysawdre for 
what proved to be an absorb¬ 
ing contest between two com¬ 
petitive sides. 

Straight from the kick-off, Tondu 
went on the attack, taking play close to 
the Bryncoch line. Bryncoch resisted 
and replied with some attacking of 
their own, taking play back into the 
Tondu half. 

The game settled into this pattern 
and it took a moment of individual 
brilliance to break the deadlock. 
Michael Batters, the Tondu winger, 
received the ball on the wing and out¬ 
stripped the Bryncoch defence to score 
in the corner. It was agreed that there 
would be no conversions due to the 
absence of available posts. 

Tondu soon added a second try with 
good rucking presenting quick ball for 
Michael Batters to nip down the blind- 
side and score in the corner again. 

Bryncoch couldn’t respond and 
soon conceded another try, Michael 
Batters once more benefiting from 
good attacking play from Tondu. 

Try as they might, Bryncoch could 
not prevent try number four arriving in 
the shape of Garryn Thomas, with a 
trademark drive from close range. 

Bryncoch rolled up their sleeves and 
soon scored two quick tries of their 
own from some committed forward 
work. 


The half finished 20-10 in Tondu’s 
favour. 

Tondu seemed to go off the boil dur¬ 
ing the early second half but did man¬ 
age to score next. Michael Batters was 
once more on hand, taking a short pass 
to crash over for his fourth. 

Bryncoch responded immediately, 
taking advantage of some slack 
defending to score. 

The final word came from the home 
team with the prolific Michael Batters 
completing a great display of finishing 
with a direct run to the line. Although 
caught, he was able to reach out and 
place the ball for the try. 

As the season draws to a close, 
Tondu are looking towards the under- 
12 campaign next year. If there are 
players who wish to join for next sea¬ 
son they are welcome to visit on 
Tuesday nights at Pandy Parc at 6pm. 
Further details are available at 
www.pitchero.com/clubs/tondurfc/ - 
just click on the link for the mini sec¬ 
tion. Players of all abilities and skill 
levels are welcome. 

Team: Cameron Pritchard, James 
Mayne, Ben Rich, Ben Merchent, 
Callum Booton, Morgan David, Tyler 
Davies, Garryn Thomas, Michael 
Batters, Jamies Richards, Josh Evans, 
Jordan Morgan, Ryan Jones, loan 
Thomas and Shannon Price. 
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Free Sky+ box 

Sign up to Sky TV with us! 

[ FREE Standard Installation 





• 8*j ♦ HO FRfcfc • wrilh No HO Subscription 

• rXISTMO Sky f l o w n upgrading to Sky ♦ Cl 99.00 

• COCK Sky • HO bou for Meeting and nrw cmtouu 
their Arvt Sky ♦ NO package 




FREE ESTIMATES SAME DAY SERVICE 

/ DwnMtic A Comutfciii ^ 

/ Discount* Fof Osp* 

✓ Id Hour T Owy 9 Surrior 

✓ II Month OmrtnlH \ J 

✓ DtgitP* Suittohous* SpetiHlM* 

✓ MX Approved in*tutor* 


dlittatcj 
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Is Voir Aerial Installer ? 

Confederation of Anul inriallns 


Pol tea Cheeked? 

Living Industry Benchmark Aertale 
C a fclee and Acun«qi1m7 

ONE VISION ARE! 


CALL PAUL 
WILLIAMS 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


33 k' 


tVdl Mountird 


nataltaUon Specialist* • riu 

vFww.onevisionttdxo.uk 


watorrto for example* 


VALE DIGITAL 


AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 
£ DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALISTS 

fMfltKi sky to “ 


Shd 


All types of HD Equipment Supplied & Installed 
LCD & Plasma Wall Brackets Supplied & Fitted 


Call Tim - 0800 032 3775 or 
07772 206399 or 01446 793189 anytime 

COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 DAY SERVICE 

Covering all areas am j 

(CARDIFF, BARRY & THE VALE, BRIDGEND &PORTHCAWL) " 


m 


Tfo® 0 D 

mmm 

^ Digital Aerials 

* Repairs & Upgrades 
^ Affordable Prices 
% Reliable Service 
% OAP Discounts 

* Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



Probably 
Wales 9 No. I 
for Blinds 

Announcing the 
brand new Solar 
Collection for 2011 

“Inspirations” 

Gain the look at the price 
you can afford... 

1-2-FREE 

Buy 2 blinds get 
the 3rd FREE 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, I 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 


VALE BLINDSwafesiud 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds ■■■ 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 



Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


The GEM 01446 774484 


BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLINE 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
« Poor Reception Fixed 
” 1 < OAP Discounts 

4 Additional TV Points w 

< Digital Aerial Installations 
Free Home Visits 

< Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 j 01446 402830 


Bioi Qikilge epi 


HF 





Robin Jones 
Builder 


^30 years Experience^ 

ALL PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 
UNDERTAKEN PLUS 

• Plastering • Roofing 

• Upvc Fascias 
& Guttering 

• Painting • Decking 

Fencing * 




Professional Bookkeeping 

12 years experience, local business. 

FREE Initial Consultation 


1 Accounts Payable 
1 Accounts Recievable 
1 Bank Reconciliation 
■ Payroll 

1 Self Assessment 
1 VAT & Tax Returns 


• Tax Preparation 

(Monthly, Quarterly, Annually) 

• Sage Installation & Training 

1 Accounts Preparation - Sole 
traders/Partnerships/Limited companies 
(Monthly, Quarterly, Annually) 


01446 794141 • www.hfpbookkeeping.co.uk 


Heavyside Collection Point 


BLOCKS (44) £21 • JUMBO SAND £23 • CEMENT £3 

Coloured Stone Chippings 
Prices include VAT 

Village Farm Industrial Estate, Pyle CF33 6BN 

(opposite Shillibier Haulage) 


GRABit PLANT HIRE ltd 

Fast & Professional Service 


318 VALE ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 
HAYES ROAD, SULLY 

Call 01446 700535 
or visit our website 
www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 

DRIVEWAYS 
FOOTPATHS 
TARMAC 
DROP KERBS 

FAST & PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE. FOR 
FRIENDLY ADVICE & 

A FREE QUOTE JUST 
GIVE US A RING 




GRAB HIRE 
SERVICE 
WASTE 
DISPOSAL.. 
SITE 

CLEARANCE. 

AGGREGATE 

DELIVERIES. 



R.J.T 

^PLASTERING 
SSr& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

« 01446 742928 
#■07775 997432 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 



3 9/visas 


Mike Anderson (Builders) 

Established 40yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 


More BUILDERS on 

next page 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
PROPERTY SERVICES 


Heating & Plumbing (Gas Safe) 
Carpentry / Plastering 
UPVC Fascias / Guttering 
Kitchens / Bathrooms 
Decking / Fencing / Pergolas 
Painting & Decorating 
Complete House Renovations 


Clean, tidy, fully insured 

Family run business Call Selwyn on 4 

01446 793425 or 07725432273 
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M.M.I.S. 


■ Floors 

■ Carpentry 

■ Decor 

■ Plumbing & Electrical 
Residential and Commercial 

Call for Quotes 


07748 167 404 


B. W. Construction 
and Property Maintenance 


• GENERAL BUILDING • BRICKLAYING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY !™“ PAWG 

• KITCHEN FITTING GARDEN DESIGN 

• PLASTERING • ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 
01446 713814 07742 572731 


WM M II its wood 
■ we're 

carpentry very goot 
Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling •Alterations •Decking 
Call Peter 07749 617322 




1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
| Local, reliable & Profes sional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 




Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


Bridgend ^ 


^ Ml O 


anaMa/stfe/ra/rce' 


• Family business 25yrs exp. 

• Spedalists in double glazing 
installation and repairs. 

• Reliable, quality work. 

• Competitive prices 

01656 788403 or 07966 025287 

www.bridgendwindows.com 



LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY - 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 



AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


window roe m 

• Window and Door Repair • 


Are you thinking of 
improving your home? 

Visit our Bridgend showroom 7 days a week 9am - 9pm 
House full of Windows & Doors Fully Fitted 
FROM £20 PER WEEK - AMAZING 



• UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 

• Windows Misted Up? 

■ Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 


LUO 



Carpet - 
Vinyl Fitting 
Service 


CALL TIM JENKINS ON 


07788 714352 
01446 750331 



VALE CARPETS 


tYuxt corner to you, 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


FREE 32 inch 
Flat Screen TV 

or 

Playstation 3 

with every 
conservatory 
or house full of 
windows and doors 


FREE QUOTATIONS 

All conservatories fitted before 
March come with FREE tiling 
and underfloor heating. 


Free argon gas filled energy windows when 
you order this month only - So order NOW! 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Network VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 


Our energy efficient 
windows and doors 
could save you up to 

£295.00 

off your fuel bills 


GARAGE 
CONVERSIONS 
FROM £5 000 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Bevelled Front Doors £550 

• Windows & Door Repairs available 7 days 

• 6 Windows fitted from £1995 

• Doors fitted from £399 

• Conservatories from £5500 




Carpet & Vinyl 
Specialist 

(Over 30 years experience) 

• UnderlaylGrippers supplied 
• Home selection samples 

• Free measuring & quotation 

01446 746745 
or 07977 706885 


[Pyle Edging] 
| & Fringing | 


•Turn your Carpet 
pieces into rugs 
•Any size any colour 
•While you wait service 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

"cry«tol-tt* 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


Call 01446 439212 or 01656 648464 

www.mpnwindows.com 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS ■ Established 1994 (2009/2010 Award Winners) 
Showroom at 10 Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL 

Open 9am - 9pm 7 days a week *Terms & Conditions apply eaB " = " 


ABACUS 


PYC SPECIALISTS 


NOW 


APPROVED 

A jrJ 

It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
81 MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

, 0791 808 48 80 , 


5© 


rvices 



nHSalil 

wm 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable > and 

• Insurance Work Undertaken w r i [ 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering *cpfeeE^rmtes 

01446 771137 v & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


D.GULLIVER“Sri 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


$ All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
t 25 Years Experience 
§ Free Estimates 

Tel 01446403853 
Mobile: 07800 652608 


Barry&Vale 
Decorating Services 

• Domestic Painting 

• All Internal & 

External work 

• Wallpaper hanging 

_ . m hamum 

• Loving Xiirl ut ' 1 

L01446 722613 J 


LAING “ 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

+— 
Domestic 
I 1 I Installer 
[ _J Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmr effell@hotmail .co.uk 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


TIMBER DRIVEWAY GATES 


Bespoke manufacturing service. Over 20 patterns 
available. Craftsman - made to your dimensions in 
hardwood or pressure treated softwood. Call for 
free quotation or visit our display area at: 

Forest Products Ltd 

Crossways Estate, Llantwit Major Road, 
COWBRIDGE.Tel: 01446 773399 
Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm; Saturday 9am-12 noon. 


Owen Electrical 


All Domestic Electrical Work 

• Extra Sockets/Lighting 

• Full/Partial Re-wires 

• Emergency Call outs 

• NICEIC Registered 
Free Quotations 



Complete Garden Services 

FENCING • DECKING • TREES FELLED, HEDGES 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 


Stables • Field Shelters Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 




<SQ(i 




Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


Tel 01446 792468 
07885 347642 


-I 


Approved Contractor 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


R 

C%) CARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 
U. SERVICES 

ii 

IBP 

g & fencing • Block paved driveways 
Terracing & turfing • Ponds & water 
s • Landscaping & low maintenance 
ens • Design Service • Tree felling 

WWW. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 

.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


Ashdown 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages 9 Show Jumps • Hay Stores 
Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 


RIVERLER ft* Mnn Park, Umdm, 

Horticultural ° M *^" F71W 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea.co.uk 

ftHusqvama 

MPNMn 


9U A ^21 VMn 
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STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



* Septic Tank * 
♦Cesspit Emptying * | 
* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

info@floyds.uk.com 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 



NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


N.THOMAS 


[LANDSCAPES 


• Tree Felling 

• Crown Reductions 

• Stump Grinding 

• Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

FOR SALE: 

SEASONED FIREWOOD 
Tel: 01446 792248 
07717 296697 


The 


r Ucd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Bridge 

I (ALE 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 
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Services 

For all your 
Gas & Plumbing 
Solutions 

Competitive prices- 

0781 4394378 jgfm 
01446 796263 302870 

www. gaspservices.co. u k 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 


1 VALE PLUMBING & 
A HEATING SERVICES 

V k j • Boiler installations • Powerflushing specialist 
v 7 • Bathroom installations • Gas safety certificates 

• Valliant boiler specialist • Domestic plumbing 

• Annual boiler servicing • Free estimates 


07929168006 - 07966 273839 


CG 


07507 

994905 

01446 

420979 


PLASTERING 

Specialist 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


3 

9 

3 




Driving School Ltd 

Lessons from £9.99 

Learn from 14 years of age 

One week crash courses including test 

Become an instructor from £325 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


T.H. SOLUTIONS 


»Combi Boilers 
»Bathrooms 
»All plumbing work 
»Underfloor heating 
'Tiling 


FREEPHONE _ _ 

08000 842920 
07402 784191 523733 


J P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING A 


BATHROOM SUITES • COMBI BOILERS 
TILING • SERVICING • BREAKDOWNS 
TAPS & WASHERS • RADIATORS 


01446 790127 07719 605526 

HUk ytolts NUl.UX OCI lIUNGk 



S.M.Vaughar 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 230141 

• LPG specialists 

• Static Homes - Caravans - Boats 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


FX Plumbing & Heating 


Servicing H Repairs 
Installation 


01446 400593 or 07792 978995 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured' 



GAM Plumbing & Heating 

M 07815 097994 24hrs, or 01446735681 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

uia Combi out-New Combi in from only £1,100 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

★ Boiler Breakdowns ★ Cookers 
★ Bathroom Suites ★ Showers 
★ Free landlord/homeowner Safety 
Certificate with every service 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service . 



124 The Headlands, Barry 


Blocked Drains? 

Emergency Drain Cleaning 
and Repair Service 

Local family business 


If you suspect you have a problem, 
call us for free advice 

• Sceptic tank maintenance 

and installation ~ + 

• CCTV surveys 01446 

• Blockages cleared ccnnog 

• Drain repairs OOUUyO 


SERVICES 

C BACON PLUMBING I The garage door specialists 


& HEATING SERVICES 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


Mobile: 07889 514321 A\ 

Telephone: 01446 790179 07783 703366 


Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips 

DtlheUal Ulrf call40*6 
O Bfctouui OMA on fcwkar* tkfc* O 

WAS It OOLLLCIIONS ALSO AVAILABLE 

IMItf.l 

16 421072 


A professional service for all your domestic 
plumbing and heating problems. 

Gas appliance servicing, landlord gas safety 
certificates, bathroom installations and tiling. 
Free Estimates • Competitive Prices • Fully Insured 


RR 


Plumbing 
Services 

City & Guilds 
Qualified 

Tel. 01446 774607 
Mob. 07786160192 


DCPlumriirii} 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 
CiIDm w ■ 

•# M* 446 61 If 71 

orrt 26 ) 99*9 



01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
• 4 s H & Tiling 


01446 

794266 



South Wales 
Discount Van Man 

• Removals • Deliveries • Collections 
| » Office * Shop » Garage » Relocation | 


plus General Clearance 


Office: 01446 794279 Mobile: 07570 431487 

Keeping Wales on the move 


LARGEVAN 

for your bulky items 

Collected & Delivered 
to family and friends, 
Local/Distant 

01446 713731 
07956 254960 


TRADING 

Scrap & 

Unwanted Vehicles 
£100 to £2000 
cash paid on 
prompt collection 

Fully licensed waste carrier. 
Fast & friendly service. 

07531 782162 
01446 735111 





ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Certified 



All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 


Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 ■§> 


www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


SUTT0NS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 





Si Ivey Roofing 

8 


I* on 


New Roofs/Repairs 
UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01446 404838 

www.silveyroofing.co.uk 


JMC Ryan St Son 

Poofln^ jgfcw 


From Cidmatv* 

Slating and Wing 
uPVC Guttering / fasdn 
Chhnnay Repair* 

Load VaHaym naahkif 
Fiat Roofing Spaciadata 
W fef«l*9#7****4 


n 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


c 

i 

m 

Hwww.welshroofingcontractors.co.uk 

□UFINti 

Roofing & Waterproofing Specialists 


Established 1987 

Your local flat roofing specialists. Approved fitters of EPDM 
Rubber which has a life expectancy of 50 years plus. 

All work Guaranteed with Optional Insurance Cover from 
Head Office: Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Llandow, Cowbridge CF71 7PF 

01446 775145 -01656 349056 • 01443 629043 


ScrapMetals 

WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £4.20 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 
CALL: Ol 446 701707 


Read 

The GEM 

page by page on the web 

www.barry-today.co.uk 
www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 
www.llantwitmajor-today.co.uk 
www.bridgend-today.co.uk 
www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 
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DISTRIBUTORS 

REQUIRED 

For Barry, 
Cowbridge 

and other areas in the 
Vale of Glamorgan, 
delivering the GEM 

Contact 
01202 
.670999 



STATHAN 

New 3/4 Bed Det 
Houses from £195,000 

110% PX - up or down 

Example: Yours £250,000 
Ours £200,000 

You get £50,000 cash 

Tel: 01446 754104 
or 07792 479418 


GEM 

Family 

Notices 


HICKS 

Clive 

Peacefully at the Princess of Wales Hospital 
Bridgend on March 15th 2011, Clive, much loved 
and cherished elder son of the late Arthur and 
Margaret. Dearly loved brother of Rob. 

A pleasure to be with - a great privilege to know. 
Resting at W.A.Brown & Son, College Street, 
Llantwit Major until the funeral service in 
St.Illtud’s Church on Monday 28th March at 
2.15.p.m. followed by cremation at Coychurch 
Crematorium at 3.45.p.m. Family flowers only, but 
donations may be made to the Alzheimers Disease 
Society c/o the Funeral Director (cheques only). 




Happy 45th 1 

y Wedding Anniversary 4 

t MARGARET 1 

& SELBY DAW 4 

on 26th March, 2011 

Lots of love, ^ 

L from all the family ^ 


rTTTTTTTTT 






Bond 


Torurn 

HOLTON RDk 
BARRY 
1 Bed Flat 
£400 per month 
Tel: 01443 238564 
or 01443 223595 
07970 446898 


Roger 

Peacefully on March 16 at Princess of Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend, Roger of Llantwit Major. 

Beloved husband of the late Avril, dearly loved father 
of Philip and Simon, father-in-law of Eunice and Sue, 
much loved grandfather of Nathan. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James 
& Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday March 29, 
service and cremation 3.45pm at Coychurch 
Crematorium, Bridgend. 

Family flowers only may be sent to the 
Funeral Home, donations in lieu if desired to 
Cancer Research UK c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, 
Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 


W. A. Brown & Son 


Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

f'\, Pembroke House, |||| 

College Street Ijp 




BARRY 
ATERFRON 

2 bedroom ground 
floor apartment 

Fully furnished, 

No DSS/pets/smokers. 
Bond & reference required. 

£550pcm 
Tel: 07723 369602 


TO LET 

BARRY 

ISLAND 

Luxury two 
bedroom loft style 
apartment within easy 
access of beach and 
parks. Sea views. Fully 
furnished, secure parking. 
Entry phone system. 
Bond & references 
required. 

No DSS - Over 26 only. 

£495pcm 

Tel: 07912138342 


JONES 

Muriel Elsie 

Carol, Alun, Stuart and their families would like to 
thank all family, friends and neighbours for their sup¬ 
port during mum’s illness, cards and messages of 
sympathy and generous charitable donations. 
Tha nk you also to all who attended the service for 
mum, with special thanks to Barry Male Voice Choir 
for their musical contribution, Maureen Tearle for her 
uplifting words and Adams Funeral Home for their 
dignified and considerate services. 

The family would also like to thank all staff who 
cared for her so wonderfully at Velindre Hospital as 
an outpatient and her period of time on the ASU 
Ward. Our thanks also go to the staff at Holme Tower 
Hospice for their dedicated care and support during 
this difficult time. 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


Deadline for Klotor 
Cars is 12 noon on 


55 Vauxhall 
Combo 1.3 
CDTi 

£2,450 ono 

07518 652149 


01446 774484 

The 

GEM 


WANTED - 

TO RENT 

House or 
Converted Barn 

3 - 4 Bedrooms 
Within Cowbridge 
and the Vale 

Tel: 0035 386 2226825 


20ft & 40ft 
Steel Container 
Storage Facilities 

Unit 8, Atlantic 
Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel: 01446 721168 
or 07813 134123 



■M'lJI-l 

Marcross Village 

Prescription 

Sunglasses 

Sunday, 22nd March 

Tel. 01446 792815 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (GENERAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURE) ORDER 1995 

CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 

GORCHYMYN CYNLLUNIO GWLAD ATHREF 
(TREFN DATBLYGIAD CYFFREDINOL) 1995 

NOTICE is hereby given that application has been made to the Council for 
planning permission for the undermentioned developments: 

HYSBYSIR trwy hyn i geisiadau gael eu gwneud i’r Cyngor am ganiatad 
cynllunio ar gyfer y datblygiadau canlynol: 

A pplication(s) that may be of General Public Interest 

Ceisiadau a allai fod o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol i’r Cyhoedd 

Application No:/ 

Rhifycais: 2011/00155/FUL 

Proposak/Cynnig: Change of use from grazing land to cricket ground and 

associated car parking facilities. 

Location:/Lleoliad: Glebefields, Sully 

Full details (including plans) may be inspected during normal working hours for 
a period of 21 days in the offices of the Head of Planning and Transportation at 
the address given below, or via the Council’s Online Applications Register at 
vog.planning-register.co.uk 

Mae’r holl fanylion (gan gynnwys y cynlluniau) i’w gweld yn swyddfeydd 
Pennaeth Cynllunio a Chludiant y cyngor (gwelwch y cyfeiriad ar waelod y 
dudalen) yn ystod oriau arferol swyddfa, am gyfnod o 21 o ddiwrnodau. 

Cewch eu gweld hefyd ar Gofrestr Ceisiadau Ar-lein y cyngor drwy fynd i 
vog.planning-register.co.uk. 


Dated: 17 March, 2011 
Rob Thomas 

Head of Planning and Transportation 
The Vale of Glamorgan Council, 
Dock Office, 

Barry Docks, 

Barry 
CF63 4RT 


Dyddiedig: 17 Mawrth, 2011 
Rob Thomas 
Pennaeth Cynllunio a Chludiant 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 
Swyddfa’r Doc, 
Dociau’r Barri, 
Y Barri 
CF63 4RT 


52 VW Golf 
1.6s 16v 5-dr 

Metallic black, 41,000 
miles, service history, 
mot, immaculate. 

£3,595 ono 
01446 742140 
07505 742369 , 

03 Honda 
Civic 1.4 
Imagine 3-dr 

Brand new MOT, fsh, 
70,000 miles, blue metal 
lie, good condition. 

£2,699 ono 

07828 574668 


BUYING 

ANEW 

CAR? 


Advertise 
your old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 

774484 


ADVERTISE HERE £10 

box for 2 weeks. To take 
advantage of this offer sim¬ 
ply either send in your 
description along with a 
cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to 
“The Glamorgan Gem” at 
The Gem, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or telephone us with 
your wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must con¬ 
tain a residential land line 
telephone number. You may 
alter your advert as items 
are sold. Sorry no refunds 
are given. 


Yamaha 
electone organ 
C-55N 

with stool and 
music books. Good 
condition - £50. 

01446 772694 

(12/13) 


Glass 

Greenhouse 

Metal frame 4’6”, 
FREE - person must 
disassemble & col¬ 
lect. Good condition, 
just needs a clean. 

01446720542 

(11/12) 


NEW Quality 
Mothercare ‘Salcombe’ 
child’s bedroom suite. 

Low bed with pull out 
underbed 
(+mattresses). 

3 drawer chest, double 
wardrobe, bedside cabi¬ 
net (white) - £450 
01446730623(12/13) 


Pretty antique 
overmantel mirror 

(1 m 10cms long by 2m high) 
Waltmann Undsohm 
German full set of 
ground steel chefs 
knives (brand new). 
Offers 

01443 238377,,,. 


Convential flue gas 
fire, Potterton Super 

Coal effect, user 
/installation instruc¬ 
tions £75 
Wedding dress 
Benjamin Roberts, 
size 8, as new, £75 
01446 739471 (11/12 


Man’s 

Bicycle 

Falcon ‘Routier’ 
hybrid cycle. Good 
condition - £85 

07974 643587 

(12/13) 


Ducal Pair Bedside 
Cabinet 

Pine, beautiful condition, 
£75 bargain 

‘Stressless’ reclining 2 
seater sofa 

quality leather, as new - 
£350, cost £2200 

01446 745859 

(12/13) 


Large G Plan 
Wall Fitment 

Excellent condition. 
To be collected. 
Free of charge. 

07827 995446 


Good quality 
garden table 
and 4 folding 
chairs 
£100 

01446 773282 

(12/13) 


Lawn mower 

Strimmer 

Special chair 

for pressure sores 

All items brand new 

01656 890489 

(12/13) 


‘ your birthdays, 
ries etc. with 
rgan GEM and 
rs from 
5 + VAT 


lii 


We are now on 
Twitter: 

@ gem-news 

Find us on 
Facebook - 

www.facebook 

.com/gemnews 


ST DAVID’S DAY WAS 
MARKED IN STYLE! 


THE usual weekly meetings of 
Barry WI took place in 
February and March. 

The speaker for February talked 
about GI brides of Barry. The ladies 
found this very interesting as it 
brought back memories of the SRD 
and other places used during the war. 

March has been a busy month. On 
March 1 (Tuesday afternoon meeting) 
we held a St David’s Day celebration. 
Two stories were read and Welsh 
music was played, with some singing 
from the ladies. 

The afternoon tea was Welsh cakes, 
bara brith and cheese scones, served 
with a cup of tea or coffee. This was 
excellent, and while the ladies were 


clearing up we played Hoi Bingo. It 
was a very sociable afternoon. 

No speaker was booked for the 
monthly evening meeting as we were 
having our St David’s supper and the 
drama group show. As usual, there 
was plenty to eat, and thanks to our 
president June for doing all the shop¬ 
ping. We would like to say thank you 
to the ladies who helped laying out 
the buffet. The drama group was 
excellent and Marie Carter did a very 
good job of organising this. 

Our meetings are open to any lady 
who would like to come along and see 
how WI works. 

Further details from the secretary 
on 01446 410139. 

Jeanette Chilcott 


‘Urban trees’ proposed 


A Barry councillor is propos¬ 
ing that an ‘urban tree 
scheme’ should be adopted in 
the town and other communi¬ 
ties in the Vale. 

The idea is not only to make the 
local environment more pleasant for 
people, but to make use of extra ‘serv¬ 
ices’ that trees provide. 

Coun Rob Curtis explained: “I 
believe that street or urban trees make 
our communities a better and more 
pleasant places in which to live and 
raise families. 

“They benefit our towns and vil¬ 
lages in a number of ways. 

“They filter polluted air and absorb 
traffic noise. They moderate the local 
climate by slowing and absorbing 
wind and storm water. They are also 
critical in cooling the ‘urban heat’ dur¬ 
ing the summer months.” 

Coun Curtis also said that the pres¬ 
ence of street trees can have a positive 


effect on the incidents of asthma, skin 
cancer and many stress related illness¬ 
es. 

He also pointed out that average 
house prices can be up to 18 per cent 
higher where property is associated 
with mature trees. 

“Urban or street trees also provide 
vital nesting, shelter and food for birds 
and other wild animals thus helping to 
support bio-diversity. 

“To pay for the planting and nurtur¬ 
ing of existing and newly planted 
trees, the council should investigate a 
scheme to allow the sponsoring of 
them by individuals, businesses and 
voluntary organisations. 

“People could sponsor the planting 
of a tree as a celebration, as a living 
memorial or as a ‘green gift’ that 
would help communities in the Vale.” 

Coun Curtis is putting forward his 
proposal to a council scrutiny commit¬ 
tee. 
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British Airways Maintenance team 
pull together in aid of Comic Relief 


BRITISH Airways mainte¬ 
nance team in Cardiff raised 
money for Comic Relief, by 
hosting an ‘aircraft pull’ with 
its local teams at Cardiff 
International Airport on Red 
Nose Day (March 18). 

Made up of British Airways staff, 
12 teams, comprising 35 members 
each took part in the pull. Before 
each pull, professional sportsmen 
Matt Elias (400m hurdler) and 
David Roberts (Olympic swimmer) 
led the warm-up activities. 

In addition to the fundraising, 
there were trophies for ‘best 
dressed team’, ‘most sponsorship 
money raised’ and ‘fastest time’, as 
well as a medal for every entrant. 


Local schoolchildren were invited 
to watch the event. 

Since British Airways joined 
forces with Comic Relief in June 
2010, the airline has raised in excess 
of £700,000 for ‘Flying Start’ - the 
airline’s charity partnership with 
Comic Relief, which aims to trans¬ 
form the lives of vulnerable and dis¬ 
advantaged children in the UK and 
around the world. 

Bill Kelly, British Airways gener¬ 
al manager at Cardiff Maintenance 
Bay, said: “The response from our 
colleagues to support this event was 
exceptional. 

“I’m delighted that a large num¬ 
ber of BA teams from across south 
Wales joined us on the day to ‘Do 
Something Funny for Money’, and, 
of course, for Flying Start.” 
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Cardiff and the Vale of Glamorgan Schools Girls’ 
Cross-Country Championships and League 


WONDERFUL DAY FOR THE VALE GIRLS! 


AFTER years of 
letting city schools 
dominate the team 
awards in the 
Cardiff and the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Schools cross coun¬ 
try league and 
championships, the 
Vale schools at last 
claimed the lion’s 
share of the titles 
on offer. 

The current structure 
of championship age 
groups has been in place 
since the late 90s, with 
the equivalent league 
structure pre-dating that. 

In the dozen or so 
years since the champi¬ 
onships change, Vale 
schools have never won 
more than two of the six 
titles available - three in 
both the championships 
and the league. 

In the final league fix¬ 
ture and championships, 
held at Trelai Park on a 
dry day but with a chilly 
breeze, all that changed. 

As expected, year-9 
Kate Seary was in a 
class of her own in the 
opening race, cantering 
away from her two Vale 
rivals, Kate Coker 
(Stanwell) and Erin 
Hayes (Llantwit), to 
complete an unbeaten 
season and also taking 
the individual champi¬ 
onship and the league 
points title. 

Her Whitchurch team 
was expected to claim a 
league and champi¬ 
onships title double but, 
on the day, the north 
Cardiff school fielded an 
usually small team, and 
their chances nose dived. 
Cardiff High just pipped 
Cowbridge by a single 
point to claim the cham¬ 
pionship title, with 
Llantwit in third spot. 

In the league, Cardiff 
High again headed the 
placings, but the second 
place by the Cowbridge 
girls meant that they 
took the league honours. 

For the third time this 
season, the determined 
running from Seren Allin 
(Cowbridge) saw off the 
challenge from Caitlin 
Xerri (Cardiff High) to 


take the league points 
title and the champi¬ 
onships. 

The Stanwell front 
runners have been in 
good form this winter 
and emulated their boys 
by taking the four to 
score championship title 
from Llanishen and 
Howells. 

In the six-to score 
league competition, the 
Howells squad produced 
its best performance of 
the season to claim the 
30 league points. 
Stanwell finished fourth 
on the day, but the 
school’s 85 points total 
was enough to see off 
the Llanishen challenge, 
with Howells pipping 
Cowbridge for third spot 
on position points. 

Two races, three titles. 
This was already the 
Vale girls’ best ever day, 
but there was more to 
come. 

Year-12 Bethan Daw 
(St Cyres) had won the 
final race, for senior 
girls in years 10 and 
above, at the opening 
two fixtures. Although 
she had been ill around 
Christmas and had 
missed the McCain 
Cardiff Cross Challenge, 
it was thought that she 
had made a full recov¬ 
ery. 

It certainly looked 
like that as she built up a 
comfortable lead over 
year-10 Megan Osborne 
(Llantwit), but every¬ 
thing changed in the 
closing stages. Megan 
started a late charge, and 
Bethan faltered. The 
result was a win for 
Megan, who claimed the 
under-17 championship 
title. Bethan, who was 
second in the race, won 
the under-20 champi¬ 
onship and retained her 
league points title, and 
year-11 Fiona Bray, who 
was fourth finisher, was 
third in the under-17 
championships. 

In the team competi¬ 
tions, the Cowbridge 
quartet won the champi¬ 
onship on 47 points, and 
was the only school to 
finish six scorers in the 
league - a performance 
which earned 20 league 


LLANTWIT MAJOR JUNIOR 
FOOTBALL ROUND-UP 


Under-14 As 
win local derby 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR under-12 
side visited Dinas 
Powys and in a very 
close match, they 
lost 3—2. 

The Llantwit boys 
were very upset when 
the referee gave Jack 
Barnett offside when he 
dribbled the ball past 
two Dinas defenders to 
score. 

This would have 
given Llantwit a draw 
and a share of the spoils. 
The two goals that were 
given came from Dan 
Viggers and Jack 
Barnett. 

The under-14A beat 
Cowbridge Town 3-1 in 
the local derby at 


by GWYN 
JOHN 


Windmill Lane. 

It was a keenly-fought 
tussle with Llantwit tak¬ 
ing their chances 
through Liam Reid, 
Connor Clarke and Jake 
Sutch. 

A good team display 
saw them back on the 
winning trial. 

Dylan Owen notched 
a goal for the under-14B 
side in their 5-1 home 
defeat against Sully 
Sports B and in their 
final home match of the 
season, the under-16 
team finished on a disap¬ 
pointing note, losing 3-0 
to Cogan Coronation. 


points and a final score 
of 59 out of 60, to take 
that team title as well. 

What a wonderful day 
for the Vale girls - three 
individual championship 
titles out of four, two 
championship team titles 
out of three, two individ¬ 
ual league points titles 
out of three and three 
league titles out of three. 

When the Cardiff and 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Schools Cross-Country 
Presentation is held at 
Bro Morgannwg on 
Wednesday, May 11, the 
Vale girls are going to be 
collecting the majority 
of the top awards - for 
the first time. 

Vale results 
Championships: Senior 
Girls - 4.3 km - 45 fin¬ 
ishers - 1 Megan 
Osborne (Lwt) U17-1 
17:14; 2 Bethan Daw (St 
Cyres) U20-1 17:20; 4 
Fiona Bray (Cow) U17-3 
18:08; 7 Lucy Tarrant 
(Lwt) U17-5 18:32; 9 
Danielle Green 
(StRichGwyn) U17-7 
19:25; 11 Bethan Allman 
(Cow) U17-8 19:43; 14 
Rachel Bradshaw (Cow) 
U17-11 20:29; 18 
Miriam Bennett (Cow) 
U17-14 20:43; 23 Katie 
Wynne (Cow) U17-19 
21:11; 24 Bethan Yapp 
(Bro M)U17-20 21:13; 
27 Lisa James (Bro M) 
U17-22 21:32; 28 Chloe 
Webber (Bryn H) U17- 
23 21:44; 29Anthea 
Young (Lwt) U17-24 
22:16; 31 Rebecca John 
(Cow) U17-25 22:18; 32 
Kathyrn Gardner (Bryn 
H) U17-26 22:31; 38 
Leah Kirby (Bro M) 
U17-30 23:59; 39 
Megan Punter (Bro M) 
U17-31 24:10; 40 Sarah 
Herbert (Bryn H) U17- 
32 24:44; 41 Chloe 
Phillips (Lwt) U17-33 
25:25; 43 Zoe 
Hodgkinson (Bryn H) 

U17-34 26:41; 45 Kirby 
Redrup (Bryn H) U17- 
36 30:07. 

Teams: 1 Cowbridge 47; 
4 Llantwit 78; 7 YG Bro 
Morgannwg 128; 8 Bryn 
Hafren 143. 

Year 8 and 9 Girls - 3.6 
km - 105 finishers - 2 
Kate Coker (Stan) 14:21; 
3 Erin Hayes (Lwt) 
14:41; 10 Nadine James 
(Cow) 15:45; 11 
Anastasia Mirza-Davies 
(Stan) 15:47; 12 
Rebecca Thomas (Cow) 
15:57; 13 Ellie Atkinson 


(Lwt) 15:59; 16 Ela 
Emyr (Cow) 16:16; 19 
Alice Tudor (Cow) 

17:01; 28 Tillie Carter 
(Bryn H) 17:38; 30 
Ffion Davies (Bro M) 
17:54; 32 Elin Phillips- 
Bowen (Bro M) 17:55; 
33 Brooke Langdon- 
Cryer (Cow) 18:01; 34 
Charlotte Webber (Bryn 
H) 18:01; 35 Kayla 
Huggins (Bryn H) 18:05; 
37 Caitlin Young (Bro 
M) 18:14; 41 Lauren 
Blake (StRichGwyn) 
18:32; 42 Kierney 
O'Dare (Lwt) 18:33; 43 
Holly Howies (Lwt) 
18:37; 46 Eleanor Hicks 
(Lwt) 18:55; 47 Natasha 
Johnston (Cow) 18:56; 

51 Sally Gambling 
(Cow) 19:20; 54 Catrin 
Davies (Bro M) 19:29; 

55 Izzy Eddy-Williams 
(Cow) 19:32; 56 Megan 
Langdon-Cryer (Cow) 
19:36; 57 Ffion Hopkins 
(Cow) 19:38; 60 Evie 
Williams (Cow) 19:49; 
64 Tamara Pitt (Lwt) 
20:09; 70 Mellisa Gray 
(Lwt) 20:40; 71 Milly 
Williams (Stan) 20:43; 

72 Sophie Morse (Bryn 
H) 20:45; 74 Megan 
Thomason (Bro M) 
20:50; 75 Ruth May 
(Lwt) 20:54; 80 Robin 
Tait (Bro M) 21:31; 81 
Alys Walton (Bro M) 
21:35; 83 Abbie Dee 
(StRichGwyn) 21:59; 84 
Alice Nottingham (Stan) 
22:03; 85 Sarah Arnold 
(Bryn H) 22:08; 86 
Heuwin Hill 
(StRichGwyn) ; 2:11; 87 
Laura Young (Lwt) 
22:14; 97 Sophia 
Swaffield (StRichGwyn) 
22:59; 100 Morgan 
White (StRichGwyn) 
23:31; 104 Rebecca Gill 
(StRichGwyn) 27:40; 

105 Kelsey Penikett 
(StRichGwyn) 27:41. 
Teams: 2 Cowbridge 57; 
4 Llantwit 101; 8 YG 
Bro Morgannwg 153; 9 
Stanwell 168; 10 Bryn 
Hafren 169; 12 
Cowbridge B 186; 14 
Llantwit B 255; 19 St 
Richard Gwyn 307. 
Year-7 Girls - 3 km - 
107 finishers - 1 Seren 
Allin (Cow) 11:59; 5 
Emily Wooster (Stan) 
13:25; 6 Annabelle 
Birch-Hurst (Stan) 

13:49; 11 Seren Marsh 
(Stan) 13:59; 12 
Ysobelle Williams 
(Westbourne) 14:21; 16 
Kelsea Peterson (Bro M) 
14:42; 29 Niamh Jenkins 


(Cow) 15:30; 31 Cerys 
Bradshaw (Cow) 15:42; 
33 Georgia Logan- 
Davies (Stan) 15:52; 35 
Nia Fenn (Bro M) 16:00; 
43 Gemma Viney (Cow) 
16:28; 44 Victoria 
Bennett (Cow) 16:30; 48 
Tesni Sewell (Bro M) 
16:37; 52 Alicia Thomas 
(Cow) 16:48; 54 Isobel 
Smith (Cow) 16:50; 58 
Rebecca Humpage 
(Stan) 17:01; 59 Sophia 
Harpin (Cow) 17:02; 60 
Daisy Williams (Stan) 
17:06; 66 Eleanor Farr 
(Cow) ; 72 Alice 
Durham (Stan) 17:25; 73 
Libby Evans (Bro M) ; 
74 Belinda Wallace (Bro 
M) ; 75 Ffion Thomas 
(Bro M) ; 76 Tayla 
Gerrish (Bro M) 17:44; 
89 Megan Aspell (Lwt) 
19:54; 90 Bethan 
Herman (Bryn H) 19:56; 
91 Beth Wride (Lwt) 
19:58; 92 Nia Rees 
(Lwt) 20:05; 97 Donna 
O'Hare (StRichGwyn) 
20:59; 99 Bethan Evans 
(Stan) 22:02; 102 Jess 
Wyatt (Lwt) 23:24; 106 
Mary Gale 
(StRichGwyn) 25:42. 
Teams: 1 Stanwell 55; 6 
Cowbridge 104; 10 YG 
Bro Morgannwg 172; 13 
Cowbridge B 209; 17 
Stanwell B 289; 20 
Llantwit 374. 

League 3 - Senior - 1 
Cowbridge 175 (20); 3 
Bryn Hafren 42 (18); 5 
Llantwit 106 (16); 8 Bro 
Morgannwg 56 (13); 11 
St Cyres 44 (10); 12 St 
Richard Gwyn 37 (9). 
Years 8 and 9-2 
Cowbridge 466 (24); 3 
Llantwit 425 (23); 5 Bro 
Morgannwg 329 (21); 7 
St Richard Gwyn 125 
(19); 8 Bryn Hafren 276 
(18); 12 Stanwell 256 
(14). 

Year-7 - 4 Stanwell 475 
(27); 6 Cowbridge 449 
(25); 9 Bro Morgannwg 
327 (22); 14 Llantwit 
147 (17); 15 St Richard 
Gwyn 13 (16); 16 
Westbourne 96 (15); 18 
Bryn Hafren 18 (13). 
Overall League placings: 
Senior - 1 Cowbridge 
59; 4 Bryn Hafren 48; 6 
Bro Morgannwg 43; 7 
Llantwit Major 42; 10 St 
Cyres 32; 12 St Richard 
Gwyn 28; 14 Stanwell 
18. 

Year 8 and 9-1 
Cowbridge 71; 5 
Stanwell 60; 8 Llantwit 
Major 56; 9 Bryn Hafren 
53; 10 Bro Morgannwg 


50; 13 St. Richard Gwyn 
40; 18 St Cyres 21; 23 
Westbourne 6. 

Year-7 - 1 Stanwell 85; 

4 Cowbridge 78; 6 Bro 
Morgannwg 77; 12 
Llantwit Major 52; 14 St 
Richard Gwyn 46; 15 
Bryn Hafren 44; 18 St 
Cyres 36; 20 Westbourne 
35. 

Aviva Welsh 
Schools Golden 
Celebration 
National Cross- 
Country 
Championships 
THE success of the 
Vale girls was on dis¬ 
play when the Aviva 
Welsh Schools Golden 
Celebration National 
cross-country champi¬ 
onships were held at 
Penlan, Brecon. 

Eighteen Vale pupils 
were included in the 48 
strong girls’ team select¬ 
ed to represent the 
Cardiff and the Vale of 
Glamorgan district: 
Senior Girls (Years 12 
and 13) - Bethan Daw 
(St Cyres); Elinor Pugh 
& Isabelle Evans (both 
Howell’s), Sabrina 
James (Cowbridge). 
Middle Girls (Years 10 
and 11) - Megan 
Osborne and Lucy 
Tarrant (both Llantwit), 
Fiona Bray, Miriam 
Bennett and Bethan 
Allman (all Cowbridge). 
Junior Girls (Years 8 and 
9) - Kate Coker 
(Stanwell), Erin Hayes 
(Llantwit) and Nadine 
James (Cowbridge). 
Year-7 - Seren Allin 
(Cowbridge), Emily 
Wooster, Anabelle 
Birch-Hurst & Seren 
Marsh (all Stanwell), 
Amy Thomas (Howells) 
and Ysobelle Williams 
(Westbourne). 

In addition, Miss 
Emma Williams (Bryn 
Hafren) and Mrs Clare 
Williams were included 
in the management team. 

This year’s event is a 
celebration of the 50 
years since the first 
Welsh Schools National 
cross-country champi¬ 
onships (for boys) was 
held at Newtown, then 
in Montgomeryshire, on 
March 4, 1961. The 
winner of the junior 
boys race at that first 
event was Phil Morgan 
of Barry Boys’ School. 

Report PETER 
MORRIS 


Dinas girls grab vital victory 

Dinas Powys Girls under-18s 1 
Mardy Tigers under-18s 0 


THIS was a top of 
the table clash 
between two sides 
with 100 per cent 
records in the 
league, although 
Mardy had beaten a 
weakened Dinas 
Powys side 5-0 in an 
earlier cup game. 

Both sides started 
nervously but it was the 
visitors who settled 
quickest without creating 
too many clear opportu¬ 
nities to score, while our 
girls struggled to get 
their passing game 
together. 

The first half was 
mainly a tough battle 
between the powerful 


midfielders on both sides 
with the Tigers shading it 
on possession and 
chances. 

After the break the 
home side settled down 
and started to play some 
more cohesive football 
although the best chance 
came to Hattie Powell, 
the Tigers lone forward, 
who got through the mid¬ 
dle of the Dinas defence 
only to have her shot 
blocked by home keeper 
Amy O’Callaghan. 

Apart from a mad 
scramble in front of 
O’Callaghan’s goal 
chances were again at a 
premium, although home 


striker Shanelle Edwards 
created a great chance for 
herself with some tricky 
skills, only to blast her 
shot high and wide. 

While Mardy again 
edged possession, they 
couldn’t create much to 
trouble the home keeper. 

With five minutes to 
go and the game looking 
like ending in a rare goal¬ 
less draw, the Tigers lost 
the ball in midfield. It 
was picked up by Jordan 
Guard who slipped a 
superb pass between the 
visitors right back and 
centre back for Edwards 
to run on to and finish 
neatly into the far comer. 


The final minutes 
were dominated by 
Mardy, who threw every¬ 
thing at Dinas but with 
some resolute defending, 
and O’Callaghan taking 
two superb catches from 
very dangerous in-swing¬ 
ing comers while under 
extreme pressure, our 
girls managed to see out 
time. 

Ellen’s success 

THERE was some great 
news from Belgium, 
where Wales under-19 
girls were playing a 
friendly on Tuesday. 

Ellen Phillips, who 
plays for the Dinas 
Powys ladies team, 
scored in a 2-2 draw. 

MW 



Bethan Daw and Megan Osborne. 




Erin Hayes. 


Under-8s just 
miss the cut 


LLANTWIT Major 
under-8s travelled 
to Llandaff North 
on Sunday to enter 
the local rugby 
tournament. 

After a long wait, they 
finally played the first 
game against Llandaff 
North under-8s. Llantwit 
won this match in a 
close-run game with 
good hand work from 
both teams. 

Next up was CRICC, a 
team Llantwit have pre¬ 
viously beaten on numer¬ 
ous occasions but not this 
time. CRICC showed 
flare and determination 
and triumphed by a point. 

The third game was 
against Rhymney. 
Llantwit, still smarting 
from the earlier defeat, 
took no prisoners in this 
game and scored an 


unanswered 10 tries to 
nil in this very fast game. 

The final game of the 
group was a must-win for 
Llantwit but this wasn’t 
their day. Llanishen were 
undefeated and looking 
for a clean sweep at 
Llantwit’s cost. 

The game was very 
fast and well controlled 
by Llanishen with a few 
sparks of magic from a 
tired Llantwit team. 

Llantwit missed out 
from playing in the quar¬ 
ter finals by one point. 

Llantwit Major’s 
team: Kieran Daw, 

Bradley Claxton, Garin 
Evans, Jacob Hunt, 
Jonathan Bramhall, Kofi 
Jones, Luke Pownall, 
Morgan Thomas, Sam 
Deere and Toby Thome. 

Well done Llantwit 
under-8s; next tourna¬ 
ment in Barry. 

MD 


COWBRIDGE 
UNDER-14S 
FIGHT BACK 


COWBRIDGE 
under-14 football 
team - sponsored 
by Llantwit Major 
and Cowbridge 
Lions, played 
Woodford Youth 
from Essex - spon¬ 
sored by Fairlop 
Lions. 

Cowbridge are the 
current Lions District 
105W champions, hav¬ 
ing beaten Frome previ¬ 
ously. 

Woodford, playing 
with the slope, wind and 
sun in the first half, 
proved too strong for 


Cowbridge, and the 
score was Cowbridge 1, 
Woodford 8 at half time. 

The half time team 
talk by coach Alan 
Griffiths will go down 
in history - we will 
never know what he told 
the lads. They came out 
fighting and the second 
half was 0-0. 

The Lions organised 
after-match refreshments 
at Noah’s Place, Ramoth 
Chapel, to ensure the 
Woodford boys returned 
to Essex full of Welsh 
sausage casserole thanks 
to the Rev Heather and 
her team. 

JW 
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Cowbridge under-8s’ 
two teams enjoy 
rugby tournament 


COWBRIDGE 
under-8s took a 
trip to Cheltenham 
where two teams 
competed in the 
Cheltenham Rugby 
Festival. 

One team entered the 
Cherokee league com¬ 
peting in pool B, and 
the other in the Chiefs 
league in pool A. All 
players and supporters 
wish to thank the coach¬ 
ing team of Rich, Robin 
and Andy for their com¬ 
mitment and efforts 
with the whole of the 
under-8s squad. 

Cherokees Pool B: 

Cowbridge under-8s 
Cherokees squad: 
James Gilvear, Matthew 
Gilvear, Owen Godsall, 
Elis Greenwood, Harry 
Holtam, Ellis Howell, 
Tom Johnson, McKinley 
Parsons, Dewi 
Williams. 

The pool was keenly 
contested and despite 
not winning too many 
games, the Cowbridge 
team performed well in 
attack throughout the 
games. 

The short, sharp 
games spread proved to 
be an exciting chal¬ 
lenge. 

Cowbridge 3 
Bradford On Avon 4 

A close game where 
Cowbridge kept pace 
with the eventual win¬ 
ners of the group 
throughout the match. 

With the scoreline at 
2-2 at half-time, with 
tries from Harry Holtam 
and Owen Godsall, the 
second half was des¬ 
tined to be a hard 
fought four minutes of 
rugby. 

Bradford opened the 
scoring before 
Cowbridge responded 
with a try from Dewi 
Williams. A lack of 
width in defence and 


some ball tracking let 
the Cowbridge side 
down, allowing 
Bradford to score the 
winner just seconds 
before the final whistle. 

Tries: Harry Holtam, 
Owen Godsall, Dewi 
Williams. 

Cowbridge 3 Minety 5 

Again, another close¬ 
ly fought game saw 
Tom Johnson cross for 
Cowbridge in the first 
half after some excel¬ 
lent work by Elis 
Greenwood. 

Cowbridge conceded 
a trio of tries by half¬ 
time, but kept pace with 
Minety through the sec¬ 
ond half with Ellis 
Howell crossing twice 
after some excellent 
running and passing by 
the team. 

Tries: Tom Johnson, 
Ellis Howell (2). 
Cowbridge 3 Stow on 
the Wold (II) 7 

A couple of quick 
tries conceded by 
Cowbridge exposed 
defensive we a knesses 
and put them on the 
back foot for the 
remainder of the first 
half. 

Despite McKinley 
Parsons running in an 
excellent try before 
half-time, Cowbridge 
went in to the break 
trailing 5-1. 

Better width in 
defence and some good 
tagging from 
Cowbridge kept the 
Stow runners under 
control and limited their 
try tally to two. Elis 
Greenwood crossed 
twice for Cowbridge 
with one excellent 
touchline run-in. 

Tries: McKinley 
Parsons, Elis 
Greenwood (2). 
Cowbridge 4 Stroud 6 

Cowbridge put in a 
good performance and 
defended enthusiastical¬ 


ly against a rampant 
Stroud, who had to 
work very hard for their 
three-try haul in the first 
half. 

Elis Greenwood and 
Owen Godsall respond¬ 
ed for Cowbridge with 
some excellent finishing 
and with the game in 
the balance at half-time, 
Stroud scored first in 
the second half to give 
them a two-try lead. 

Dewi Williams 
crossed twice, but two 
further tries from Stroud 
resulted in Cowbridge 
losing 6-4. 

Tries: Elis 
Greenwood, Owen 
Godsall, Dewi Williams 
( 2 ). 

Cowbridge 5 
Chippenham 3 

Cowbridge’s final 
game was against the 
hosts. James Gilvear 
scored Cowbridge’s first 
try, while their second 
came from a turnover 
resulting from the com¬ 
pletion of a seven-tag 
sequence by Cowbridge. 

Following the 
turnover, Elis 
Greenwood scored and 
Tom Johnson also 
crossed the line before 
half-time, giving 
Cowbridge a 3-1 lead. 

Tom added to his first 
half try and Dewi 
Williams converted a 
period of concerted 
pressure from 
Cowbridge into a try. 
The team ended a tough 
tournament with a win 
and some good defen¬ 
sive lessons learned 
through the 40 minutes 
of rugby they played. 

GW 

Chiefs Pool A 

COWBRIDGE under-8s 
Chiefs squad: loan 
Davies, David Harris, 
Robbie Hawkins, Harri 
Howkins, Oliver 
Jarmain, Aled Leitch, 
Charlie Locke, Jack 


Reilly, Harry Whittaker 
and Jake Williams. 
Cowbridge 3 
Rhiwbina 5 

In the first game, 
Cowbridge played the 
eventual winners of the 
tournament and it is fair 
to say that the 
Cowbridge boys gave 
them as good a game as 
they got. 

Jake started off his 
Cowbridge player of the 
tournament display with 
two tries and Oliver, 
again continuing to 
improve, scored one. 
Regrettably, as in later 
games, Cowbridge’s 
defence let them down. 
Cowbridge 3 Swindon 
2 

In the second game, 
Cowbridge beat 
Swindon with Jake, 

Jack and Oliver all scor¬ 
ing. 

Cowbridge 4 Salisbury 
5 

This was the crunch 
game, but from 
Cowbridge’s perspec¬ 
tive, the most disap¬ 
pointing. 

It was end-to-end 
stuff with Salisbury 
eventually winning 5-4, 
even though with little 
time left it was three 
tries all. 

Unfortunately the 
defence, which has been 
so good in friendlies 
recently, let them down. 

Tries in this game 
were from Jake (2), 
David and loan. 
Cowbridge 5 
Sherbourne 3 

In the fourth game, 
Cowbridge produced 
their best rugby of the 
tournament. There were 
two tries from Oliver 
and three by Jake, 
although it was the 
teamwork that shone 
through. 

Cowbridge 1 Corsham 
4 

Sadly, by this time, 
Cowbridge were unable 
to qualify. Some of the 
bad habits of earlier 
games came back to 
haunt them as missed 
tags cost them dearly, 
and the only Cowbridge 
try was scored by Jake. 

All in all this was a 
useful learning experi¬ 
ence and it’s perhaps 
fair to say that finishing 
fourth in their group 
probably didn’t reflect 
this team’s potential. 


Read your GEM 
online: barry- 
today.co.uk, 
llantwit-major- 
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cowbridge- 
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bridgend- 
today.co.uk 
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on Twitter: 

@ gem-news 
Find us on 
Facebook - 
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.com/gemnews 


Busy time for Cowbridge 
Town under-12 B team 


COWBRIDGE Town under-12 
B have been busy recently with 
plenty of games, although with 
a mixed bag of results and per¬ 
formances. 

The team travelled to Wenvoe and 
after a great team effort, came away 
with a well earned 2-2 draw, Tom 
Bailey scoring both his team’s goals. 

Next up were Cadoxton Imps A, 
and in a very entertaining game 
Cadoxton just edged it 3-2, with 
Callum Blackman scoring both 
Cowbridge goals. 

Sully B came to Corntown and 
again in a very good game, after get¬ 
ting themselves back into the game at 
4-4, bad habits crept back into the 
Cowbridge display and Sully went on 
to score three more goals, to leave the 
final score 4-7 to Sully; goalscorers 
James Reevers (2), Joe Watts and Tom 
Bailey. 

Cowbridge then had two away 
games. First up was Dinas B, and after 
leading 2-1 for most of the game 
Dinas equalised in the last seconds to 
force a draw; goalscorers Tom Bailey 
and an own goal. 

The boys then travelled to play 
Cogan B and in a much improved dis¬ 
play, they ran out 4-2 winners with 


goals coming from Iwan Goodwin, 
Owen Tuckell (2), and an own goal. 

Cadoxton B came to Corntown and 
in a one-sided game ran out 9-1 win¬ 
ners, Iwan Goodwin with the consola¬ 
tion goal for Cowbridge. 

The boys then had two away games, 
the first being against Holton Road. In 
a game of two halves, the boys con¬ 
ceded six first half goals, while the 
second half display was superb, con¬ 
ceding no goals and getting on the 
score sheet themselves through a 
James Reevers penalty, to leave the 
final score 6-1. 

The return game at Sully B ended in 
a 2-2 draw with goals coming from 
Joe Watts and Iwan Goodwin. 

Hopefully, the boys can improve on 
their recent results and performances 
and get a few wins under their belts. 

Thanks to Craig Burrows and all the 
senior team players for helping out 
with training and the continuing sup¬ 
port of all the parents. 

Squad: H Hopkins, T Kynaston, J 
Evans, A Davies, I Silverthorne, J 
Reevers, J Watts, S John, S Skeet, T 
Bailey, C Blackman, O Tuckwell, I 
Goodwin, S Fairclough, S Trehame, J 
Jones, M Timms. 

EJ 



CHANCE TO 
TRY JUNIOR 
TRIATHLON 


THE 

Junior Triathlon 
and ‘Fun2Tri’ event 


Pencoed for eight-14 year olds 
will not be timed, has 
shorter distances and an 
» . . , emphasis on having a go 

for eight-16 year a J having lots f / fun V 


Jasmine Quinn (age 8) from Bridgend - 
proud finisher at last year’s event. 


olds will take place 
at Pencoed Pool, on 
Sunday, May 22. 


said event organiser 
Debbie Cooke. “The 
event takes place in the 


Vital three 
points earned 
by Cadoxton 
Barry FC 


A spokeswoman said: pool and on surrounding 
“Children will swim, playing fields - entirely 
bike and run in four age traffic free.” 
groups. Distances are For an entry form and 

suited to the age of the further information, visit 
child, and medals will go the club website 
to the top three male and www.pencoedtri.org or 
a i l 


South Wales Senior League 
Division One 

CADOXTON BARRY FC 3 

CWMBACH ROYAL STARS 1 


WHILE the score the game as an under¬ 


might suggest oth¬ 
erwise, Cadoxton 
Barry FC were 
forced to battle all 
the way for three 
points that could 


powered back pass 
allowed Matthew Jones 
to intercept for a simple 
goal. 

Cadoxton Barry broke 
upfield for Mills to set 
Baker up with a half 


eventually prove chance, but Prosser was 
able to smother it. 
Towards the 


vital in their bid to 
avoid relegation Cadoxton 

began to come 

The star man in that 


end, 


out of their shell, Mills 

, . . crossing for Martyn to 

who was paramount in , . . . .< 

„„ hi. send a shot just wide. 


battle was Pat Curran, 


helping his team take 
home the important three 
points. 

Stars had a huge cen¬ 
tre forward who was the 


The next match takes 
place on Tuesday, March 
29 when AFC Butetown 
will be the visitors to 


There were no winners 
so next week’s offered 
prize goes up to £300, 
with a choice of six num- 


NW 


target of many of their [ en " er Park in a 615 P m 
forward thrusts; yet klck ,', 

Curran, by means of , The latest Linne ! s 
excellent marking and Lott f y 
his perfectly-timed head- numbers 1, 3, 5, 7, 8 and 
ed clearances, rendered ^, come out °f t * ie 
this potentially danger¬ 
ous striker ineffective for 
most of the game. 

The first half 
belonged to Cadoxton bers from 19. 

Barry as an early Mills 
cross found Martyn, who 
hit a post with Murphy 
unable to steer the 
rebound home. 

At the other end, 

Curran made a crucial 
clearance as Matthew 
Jones was preparing to 
pounce, but it wasn’t 
long before he was back 
at the other end of the 
action, as the point-sav¬ 
ing double act of the pre¬ 
vious week got together 
again - Curran running 
in to score an excellent 
header from an equally 
good Martyn corner 
kick. 

Before 25 minutes 
were on the clock, Mills, 
playing a slightly deeper 
role than usual, fed 
Murphy to double the 
lead. 

Ten minutes later, 

Martyn got hold of the 
ball some 35 yards out 
on the left, and his cross- 
cum-shot completely 
deceived Prosser in the 
Stars’ goal as it dropped 
into the net. 

This seemed to sting 
Cwmbach into action as, 
for the first time in the 
game, and with half-time 
approaching, they began 
to build a head of steam. 

Indeed they continued 
in this manner into the 
second half, and as the 
pressure grew, Curran 
made his only error of 


each age e 


females 
group. 

‘To give all children, 


pencoedtri@live.com, or 
telephone Liz Lewis on 


regardless of experience 01446 771507. The clos¬ 
ed fitness levels, the ing date is May 16 or 
opportunity to have a go, when event full (maxi- 
our Fun2Tri novice wave mum 100 entrants). 


Rhoose under- 
12s hang onto 
hard victory 


RHOOSE under- 
12s started their 
game with Wenvoe 
well and opened the 
scoring with a well 
worked move. 

Lee Bartlett and 
Cameron Leach found 
Josh Morgan in space, 
and he calmly rounded 
the keeper. 

Jay Munn battled hard 
in midfield and it was his 
cross that led to a second 
goal for Rhoose when 
Mitch McCabe just man¬ 
aged to get in front of the 
Wenvoe defender. 

Wenvoe played some 
good attacking football 
and Rhoose had to rely 
on keeper Michael 
Wilson several times. 

In the second half 
Wenvoe continue to 
press, but Rhoose 


defenders Edward 
Thomas and Ryan 
Hughes made some great 
blocks. 

Matt Cottington and 
Patrick O’Carroll also 
made some timely inter¬ 
ceptions to thwart 
Wenvoe attacks. 

Wenvoe pulled one 
back, but Rhoose main¬ 
tained their advantage 
with a superbly hit strike 
by Daniel Cope which 
found the top corner. 

Wenvoe scored again 
towards the end of the 
match, which meant a 
nervous time for Rhoose, 
but with Jordan Holt 
making some good chal¬ 
lenges in midfield, and 
Andrew Wilson holding 
the ball up well, Rhoose 
managed to hang on to 
their victory. 

MB 


Welsh road racing 
championships come 
to Bridgend in 2011 


BRIDGEND’S 
council-run 
Ogmore Valley Life 
Centre has won the 
bid to host the 
Welsh Road Racing 
Championships in 
May 2011. 


and Nant-y-moel. 

The leisure centre has 
teamed up with the 


ties and competitions 
running in the centre, 
such as bike workshops, 


Ogmore Valley Wheelers children’s activities and 


club and Ogmore Valley 
Primary School to host 
the race and all will 
show their support by 
organising a series of 


It will be the first time events. 

Dean Protheroe, cen- 


that the race has been 
held in Bridgend in 
many years, and will see 
top cyclists from across 
the country compete to 
become the national 
champion of Wales. 

The race is considered 
to be the peak of the 
Welsh domestic cycling 
calendar and is part of 
the Union Cycliste 
Internationale 
(International Cycling 
Union) system, which 
concludes with the 
Olympics and Tour de 
France. Running 
throughout the day, the 
main 120km race will 
begin in the Ogmore 
Valley and consist of 
repeated laps through 
Blackmill, Bryncethin, 
Brynmenyn, Llangeinor 


tre manger said: “We are 
delighted to be part of 
this prestigious event 
and to be involved in 
developing this within 
the local community. We 
look forward to the year 
ahead in Ogmore.” 

Spectators will be 
able to watch the race as 
well as enjoy the activi- 


a presentation ceremony 
for the winners. 

The winner will be 
crowned national cham¬ 
pion of Wales and enti¬ 
tled to wear the national 
colours in races during 
the following year. 
Previous winner, Geraint 
Thomas MBE, went on 
to ride in the Tour de 
France in 2007, later 
becoming an Olympic 
and World 
Championship gold 
medallist. 


D&R SALVAGE 


MOT failures and non 
runners wanted. 

PAYING UP TO £200 

CASH ON COLLECTION 


Call Danny on 07814 922908 
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TEAM SO CLOSE TO FINAL GLORY 



Vale team 
in form but 
lose out in 
semi-final 

LEFT: 

Nick Boudier (in green) leaping in the lineout. 


AT a sunny Tondu RFC, 
the Vale under-15 rugby 
team overcame Bridgend 
schools by 18-12 in the 
Morgan Griffiths plate 
competition quarter-final. 

Both teams started well, with 
Bridgend getting the first score 
with a try by their burly No 8 
after a close range lineout drive, 
adding the conversion to make it 
7-0. 

The Vale hit back through 
some good handling in the backs 
using Morgan Williams, Jacob 
Burgess, Matt Allen and Kieron 
Mitchell, and were awarded a 
number of penalties. Ed Howley 
made certain of one and hit the 
upright with another. 

Before half-time, Owain Lord 
pounced on a loose ball to score a 
try. Howley added the conversion 
to turn around at half-time, 7-10 
up. 

The second half started partic¬ 
ularly well for Bridgend by using 
their dangerous backs, especially 
their full-back and right wing, 
who worked well to create an 
overlap on the right to score in 
the corner. 

Vale had to defend with both 
backs and forwards and, from a 
defensive kick on their own line, 
a favourable bounce landed in the 
hands of the chasing Che 
Pomphrey to gather and feed the 
supporting James Whittingham, 


who did well to find the ever¬ 
present Nick Boudier, who pow¬ 
ered in from 15 metres out to 
score near the posts. 

Ed Howley’s conversion hit the 
upright again and was adjudged 
to have missed. 

The final five minutes saw a 
heroic defensive display by the 
Vale as Bridgend threw every¬ 
thing at them, using the bigger 
pack and dangerous wide runners. 
The Vale were up to the task, led 
by Stef Baker, John Miles, Harry 
Thomas and Chris Brace. 

Vale managed to clear their 
lines by kicking out of danger, 
following up well and causing 
Bridgend to lose possession. The 
Bridgend full-back was penalised 
and Howley made sure of the 
three points. 

Final score: Bridgend 12, 

Vale of Glamorgan 18. 

In the semi-final against 
Pontypridd at Hawthorn High 
School, the result was reversed 
with Pontypridd running out 
deserved victors by 26-5. Against 
a team that had played a number 
of high calibre matches recently, 
the Vale schools started well, ably 
led by Harry Roberts at hooker. 

The first exchanges were 
explosive affairs with neither 
team taking a backward step. 

Ponty were the first to score 
using their dangerous backline in 
the first five minutes to score out 
wide. 


Ponty scored two further tries 
without reply, but the Vale battled 
well to contain them and score a 
try of their own from a tap penal¬ 
ty, Harry Roberts driving over 
after quick thinking by Owain 
Lord and Chris Brace. 

A kick and chase from Ponty 
saw a mistimed attempt to minor 
the ball and the Ponty outside- 
half followed up to score. After a 
few handbags at six paces a play¬ 
er from each team was sent to the 
bin and the game got back to 
business. 

Ponty exploited a loose clear¬ 
ance to run wide and score 
through their left wing, making 
the final score 26-5. 

The team’s 15-a-side exploits 
this season have come to an end 
but they look forward to the 
national sevens competition in 
May. Harry Roberts praised the 
help and time given by coaches 
and managers this season to make 
it such an enjoyable and reward¬ 
ing experience. 

Vale squad: Sam Hall, Harry 
Roberts, Alan Doyle, John Miles, 
Nick Boudier, Steffan Baker, 
Kieran Mitchell, Matt Allen, 
Owain Lord, James Whittingham, 
Che Pomphrey, Ed Howley, 
Morgan Williams, Harry Thomas, 
Jacob Burgess, Mason Good, 
Lewis Griffiths, Harry D-Bennett, 
Chris Brace, Dafydd Fardy. 


Cadoxton Imps under-15s 
maintain their title bid 


CADOXTON 
IMPS under-15s 
travelled to Cogan 
on Saturday to try 
to maintain their 
fantastic unbeaten 
run. 

The Imps started the 
stronger and the early 
pressure paid off when a 
piledriver from Ashley 
Cottle nearly broke the 
Cogan net to give the 
Imps a well deserved 
lead. 

Cogan gradually 
made their way back 
into the match, keeping 
the impressive Imps 
defence of Jacob 
Burgess, Louis Burrows 
and another top per¬ 
formance by Gage 
Waller reasonably busy. 

Unfortunately, an 
injury to Jacob meant 
the Imps had to make 
an early substitution, 
thus allowing the wel¬ 
come return to the team 
of the ever reliable Tom 
Dyball, following his 
recent back injury. 

As the Imps took 
control of the game 
again, the frontline of 
Jordan Williams and 
Callum Harding were 
starting to look more 
and more dangerous, 
coming close to grab¬ 
bing the all important 
second goal. 

The passing became 
more assured through¬ 


out the half with the 
hardworking midfield of 
Sam Becks, Izaak 
Larrag, Dan Morgan, 
Ben Pearce and man of 
the match Ashley Cottle 
all becoming instrumen¬ 
tal in creating chances. 

Midway through the 
half the Imps got their 
second when Jordan 
picked up a pass on the 
edge of the box and hit 
a brilliant shot into the 
bottom corner, giving 
the Cogan keeper no 
chance. 

Cogan replied well, 
keeping the ever-bril- 
liant Sam Rees Davies 
on his toes. 

The spell of pressure 
paid off when a Cogan 
player fired an absolute 
screamer into the roof 
of the net. 

The Imps then 
showed great character 
with a wonderful count¬ 
er attacking goal. 

The ball was spread 
to Ben, who flew past 
the Cogan left back and 
fed an inch perfect low 
cross to Callum, who 
coolly slotted the ball 
into the bottom corner 
to give the Imps some 
breathing space again. 

The introduction of 
Jo Robinson, Kieran 
Thomas and the highly 
skill ful Kieran Ashton 
made a positive impact 
on the game. 

The Imps then 


wrapped the game up 
early on in the second 
half when, following 
another good attacking 
move, Dan neatly 
placed his shot past the 
Cogan keeper. 

The game then eased 
down, although Jordan 
nearly grabbed his sec¬ 
ond goal late on with a 


PENARTH 
Windsor mixed vet¬ 
erans chalked up a 
third consecutive 
win with a 
resounding victory 
against Cwmbran. 

Ian and Beth Hughes 
got off to a shaky start, 
losing the first three 
games in their first 
match, before going on 
to win the next 12 
games to secure a 6-3, 
6-0 victory. 

Peter Bellingham and 
Cathy O’Doherty also 
started slowly, but came 
back from 4-0 down to 
win their first set 7-5, 
and then secured the 
second set 6-2 to win 
the match. 

In the second round, 
the Penarth Windsor 
team played with 


thunderous shot that 
almost snapped the 
Cogan bar. 

We would all l ik e to 
wish our goalkeeper 
Sam all the best with 
his future prospects at 
Cardiff City’s develop¬ 
ment academy. Good 
luck, you deserve it. 

JH 


increased confidence. 

The Hughes team 
comfortably took their 
match 6-2, 6-1, while 
Bellingham and 
O’Doherty made rela¬ 
tively easy weather of 
their match to win 6-4, 
6-2. 

The result was a sat¬ 
isfying 4-0 win for the 
Seasiders. 

The Cwmbran victory 
is part of a successful 
season for the Windsor 
mixed veterans. 

They have notched up 
wins over a previously 
unbeaten Dinas Powys 
side, as well as taking 
the honours against 
Cowbridge. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, contact Nigel 
Gabriel 07540 166626. 

NG 


Penarth mixed 
veterans are 
marching on 



Rhoose FC show their new kit 

RHOOSE FC’s year-2 side are pictured sporting their new kit, 
kindly supplied by BBM Control Systems. The children were able to run out on 
Saturday in their new kit for the first time this season. 


Cowbridge RFC 
grab last-ditch 
win over Ponty 


The under-12s 
survive the 
Pentyrch test 


THE Cowbridge 
under-13s travelled 
up to Glyncoch to try 
and avenge a narrow 
defeat to Pontypridd 
RFC earlier in the 
season. 

The game got off to a 
very fast start and for 
the first 10 minutes, 
Cowbridge were under 
pressure with Ponty 
securing the first try of 
the game to take a 7-0 
lead. 

The Cowbridge pack 
started to boss their 
opponents with excel¬ 
lent work from 

Owain Thomas 
Jenkins, Luke John and 
Tom Evans and 
Cowbridge started to get 
a lot of ball, which 
resulted in scrum half 
Tom Lucas scrambling 
over for a try which was 
duly converted by Matt 
Harper, who had a bril¬ 
liant game at fly half. 

The score changed 
hands several times with 
Cowbridge constantly 
on the attack with great 


runs from Tom Trotman, 
Rian Thomas and 
Nathan Robson pushing 
the Ponty defence at all 
times, ably supported by 
the Cowbridge pack 
who protected the ball at 
all times. 

Ben Jones, who was 
outstanding at number 8 
throughout the game, 
linked in a move off the 
back of a scrum to crash 
over for a score before 
half time, and further 
second half tries from 
Tom Trotman and a last 
minute length of the 

field effort from Tom 
Lucas left Matt Harper 
to secure the game for 
Cowbridge with the 
winning conversion and 
a final score of 
Cowbridge 26, 
Pontypridd 24. 

A fantastic team 
effort played in the best 
of spirits by two very 
capable teams enabled 
Cowbridge to have a 
very enjoyable journey 
home - well done boys! 

ML 


Getting ready 
for new season 
at St Andrews 


LAST weekend 
determined the 
final result of the 
winter league sea¬ 
son at St Andrews 
Major Golf Club. 

Sam Low and Sarah 
Gronow clinched the 
ladies winter league 
title in a closely fought 
match with Hilary 
James and Jane 
Harris. 

Having gone five 
holes up by the sev¬ 
enth, Sam and Sarah 
were then pegged back 
to just one hole before 
securing their position 
on the gold leaf board 
with a two and one 
win. 

This follows on from 
the mens winter league 
final, which was won 
by Craig Johansen and 
Phil Westcott, and the 
Wayne Pritchard 


memorial which was 
won by Rob Picton 
and Mark Cleaver. 

The club are eager¬ 
ly looking forward to 
the main golf season. 

This year promises 
to be one of the busiest 
yet at St Andrews, with 
more events than ever 
before. 

The sponsors cup 
day has already 
attracted a large 
amount of interest 
from local businesses 
and offers ‘hole in one’ 
prizes of a new car, 
weekend away, set of 
golf clubs and golfing 
vouchers, along with 
many other ‘spot 
prizes’. 

For more informa¬ 
tion visit the members 
website www.samgolf- 
club.com. 

JL 


Cowbridge under-12s 34 
Pentyrch 19 


COWBRIDGE vis¬ 
ited Pentyrch for 
the first time this 
season after defeat¬ 
ing them twice pre¬ 
viously at home. 

Cowbridge struggled 
to impose themselves on 
the home side for the 
first 10 minutes but an 
excellent burst through 
the Pentyrch defence by 
centre Dan Bunney mid¬ 
way through the first 
half opened the scoring 
for the visitors when he 
scored under the posts; 
Cai Evans converted. 

The faster Cowbridge 
forwards now began to 
dominate, with Matthew 
Keating and Tom 
Edwards launching a 
powerful maul which 
allowed flanker Duncan 
Ace to breakaway, 
brushing aside a number 
of defenders before 
crashing over for an 
excellent try in the cor¬ 
ner. 

A third opportunist 
try, also unconverted, by 
scrum half Osian John 
took the score to 17-0, 
however, Pentyrch ral¬ 
lied to score a converted 
try just before half time 
to leave them with some 
hope in the second half. 

In the second period 
Pentyrch carried on as 


they had finished in the 
first half by scoring a 
second try almost imme¬ 
diately, leaving the visi¬ 
tors with a slender three- 
point lead. 

A period of sustained 
pressure forced 

Cowbridge onto the back 
foot and only brave tack¬ 
ling by Charlie Martin, 
Sean Davies and 
Michael Thomas pre¬ 
vented their opponents 
from taking the lead. 

However, Cowbridge 
weathered the storm and 
hit back in fine style as 
full back Charlie Pegrum 
off loaded in a tackle to 
send wing Harrison 
Stevens on a 30-yard 
dash to the line. 

A second converted 
try for Dan Bunney gave 
the visitors a 15-point 
lead, but Pentyrch were 
not to be outdone and 
fought back well to score 
a try and reduce the lead 
to 10 points. 

The last 10 minutes of 
the game were the most 
exciting as the game 
swung back and forth, 
and it was Cowbridge 
who had the last word, 
when Dan Bunney com¬ 
pleted his hat trick to 
score the final try. 

ML 


Open cricket day 
for the juniors 


COWBRIDGE 
Cricket Club holds 
a junior open day 
on Sunday, April 10 
at 10.30am at the 
Athletic Ground. 

There will be registra¬ 
tion, coaching by fully 
qualified ECB coaches, a 
barbecue and raffle. 

The club is keen for all 
boys or girls, experi¬ 
enced or beginners to get 
involved. 


In addition to weekly 
coaching, the club will be 
running junior teams 
(under-9, under-11, 
under-13 and under-15) 
in the Cardiff and The 
Vale League and the 
National Knockout Cup. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Ian Evans 
(junior coordinator) on 
01446 - 796211 or visit 
the Club’s website: 
www. cowbridgecricket. c 
o.uk. 


We are now on Twitter - follow us 
@ gem-news 

www.facebook. com/gemnews 
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NIL OEPOSfT 

£165 PER MONTH - 
36 MONTHS 


£7,995 

ON THE ROAD- 


NIL DEPOSIT 

£175 PER MONTH 
36 MONTHS 


£8,495 

ON THE ROAD- 


NIL DEPOSIT 

€185 PER MONTH 
36 MONTHS 




£8,995 

ON THE ROAD- 



New Ka fdge 1.2 8V Dvratec (4991) 


Hem Ka Zetec 1.2 8V Ouratec (6995) 


FORD New IU T«an**n 1.2 8V Dmtec <49951 

On The Rood Price 

£649500 

On The Road Price 

£8995.00 

On The Road FVtce 

£945900 

Deposit Alowance 

Z5CCLOO 

Deposit AAowartce 

£500100 

Deposit Allowance 

l 5oaoo 

Amount of Credit 

£?99SJOO 

Amount of Credit 

£8495.00 

Amount of Credt 

£399SJ00 

Total Charge For Credit 

£13S7j83 

Total Charger For Credit 

£1443-20 

Total Charge For Credit 

£1524X0 

Total Amount PayoU* Bf Cm»orYwr 

£9852 83 

Total Amount Paputfe By Cu«omar 

£10433w20 

Total Amount PayaMa By Customer 

£ 11DI9 00 

GMFV (Optional Fnal Pay mail J 

£3418-00 

GMFV (Optional Ftid Pipnet) 

£34 39jOO 

GMFV (Optional Feud Pt^rmri] 

£3822-00 

Mltoff par Annum 

9CC0 

Mleag* per Annum 

9000 

Mlnag* per Annum 

9000 

E«C**» Hltr».>p0 Charge 

Ip per mle 

Excess Mileage Charge 

6p per ml* 

Exces* FSleage Charge 

6p per ml* 

* Q« tr» read IkWh nwrmrr depot* hrMrcf, m* 

'Oato rood hd4n cwiwnar depot* 4w»nr*, oW> .w»4V»* 

•0»lv roij hOXh rtvnwr irpau itowanr, my mitlr 

M* font CfMk at 7.H API. hpu< on i ymar 

oatxriL 

■ato font Crvcto at 7.9V APR typical on 3 year 

optariL. 

«tth ford Ovett at 7.9% APR typical cn 3 yvor aptfcM l 


NIL DEPOSIT 

£195 PER MONTH 
36 MONTHS 


£9,495 

r>w tup »r*AD* 


NIL DEPOSIT 

£220 PER MONTH - 
36 MONTHS 


£10,495 

ON THE ROAD* 


NIL OCPOSIT 

£272 PER MONTH - 
36 MONTHS 


£11,995 

ON THE ROAD* 





New Fiesta Edge LIS 61 PS vwth Alloy* ♦ Skoctooth 

On The Road Price £9995.00 

Depooc Allowance £ SOD.00 

Amount of Crmdi. £949S.OO 

Tin A Charge For Crwdt 1 1614.00 

Tnt.^ Armnn P.iyibk Ry Cmtinnir £11609.00 

GMFV (Qpttomf Payment) £4088X0 

Mleage per Amum 9000 

Excess PWeqge Charge 4p per mle 

• C*> tie mad ndadK c esoater depos* a6>*or*r. oaW 
»th forSOnli« 7.94 APIt rypcji m 1 fMr cyrtsM 


New Fiesta 1.25 HIPS Ict« with Bluetooth 

On The Road Ptrke £10995.00 

Deposit AlOMTavce £50000 

AmowttofCrwSt £10495.00 

Tout Owg* For Credit £1759.96 

Total Amnunl Pay.idr By Cmnorwr £12754.96 

GMFV (OpOonil Fml Payment) £4312.00 

Mleage per Annum 9000 

Excess Mleage Charge 6p per mle 

• Or die read nettle* customer depose Jiowance. trt> Aitt»e 
font 0»ifc st 79V WH t epical on 1 yv®r npUmc 


Hew Foots 1.4 Zcttc Sdr 

On The Rood Price £12495.00 

Deposit Alonance £500.00 

Amount of Credit £11995.00 

Total Ow rg. For Credit £ 1919.06 

Tcttd Amount P«>/afelr By Cumr £ 14414.06 

GMFV (Ophond Find Payment) £4111.00 

Mle.^je per Annum 9000 

Excess Mleagc Charge 6p per mle 

• On the road ncUles aniwner depost Jfcwaace. catr o*«t tto 
Mt\ Soot Cradfr at 79V AJtt typical cn 1 yw nptcnc 


Rottol orty sudtoct to tftssytftltr at PW Mlvr lor now vwitoetot oomractod oowaea t4<0£j2011 and 31/03/20H and aegtioted twfwo«n iS'0?.'2Oii arts 3tA>a»20il 41 preeo atclude miialic pint 
*W»«*e aming* o*e shown aMdiM price »s ootoilaled t>r <toduc4«o a oudcmtr 40009 Iron 9»e rraMU(iu*tr » recommended OTP p*to* Rneroe Is snOiecr to Mali* Gu*»ar**e« erm, tie reduced 
fwpoet Fend C»edt '"'Peyvnert wtt> GMFV <Goarart**d Mneruw Future V*ue) r you woh 10 pen the ****** t he end at the egreenent Firher chargee may 0* *oc*ecl to f»* cend!ton o« fie 
vetoes*, f toe vetoes* M ***utn*d at •»* end of totance osrxwrwnt 

Tel: 01446 733248 


VISIT us @ www.pwmillar.co.uk 


Why choose 
FordCredit? 


Competitive finance options 

designed to meet your requirements 14.9 > % APR) 

Simple application process 

with a decision usually m less than 15 minutes 


Fixed interest rates 

for the loan duration 
Providing Ford buyers 

with finance products in the UK since 1963 


Port Road East, 
Barry CF62 9PZ 
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CHOOSE FROM • SUZUKI • FIAT • NISSAN • FORD • SEA! • VAUXHALL • HYUNDAI • KIA • PEUGEOT • CITROEN • TOO MANY TOO LIST 




£ 20X* 

Exchange 

r** T ,s e & 


PLUS PEACE OF MIND MOTORING FROM SOOTH & WEST 
WALES LEADING FAMILY OWNED MOTOR GROUP 


FOR THIS SPRING. THE REST DEAL YOU CAN FIND LOCALLY IS BACK AT LALESTON MOTOR COMPANY 

PUSH IT...PULL IT...DRAG IT... WE Will TAKE YOUR MOTORCYCLE, SCOOTER, 
CARAVAN, CAMPER VAN, TRUCK up to a M m minimum part r 

OR EVEN A LORRY! AND OF COURSE C* J | |H EXCHANGE 
A CAR OR 3 WHEELER IN OUR ■ ■ OFFER! 


BUY WITH CONFIDENCE 

BUY LOCALLY! 



07 REG 

CITROEN Cl 

1.0 VIBE 3DR 

CASH PRICE OOilOC 

£5506 £o495 


AFTER 

PART 

EXCHANGE 


LESS MINIMUM PART 
EXCHANGE £2011 


07 REG 

FIAT PANDA 

1.3 MULTIJET DYNAMIC 5DR 
CASH PRICE AIIAI AFTER 

£6505 £4494 EXCHANGE 


LESS MINIMUM PART 
EXCHANGE £2011 


56 REG 

RENAULT CLIO 

1.6 DYNAMIC AUTO 

CASH PRICE AP A f\ M AFTER 

£7505 £5494 part 


EXCHANGE 


06 REG 

SUZUKI SX4 

1.6GL5DR 

CASH PRICE pr 404 

£7505 £5494 


AFTER 

PART 

EXCHANGE 


07 REG 

NISSAN NOTE 

1.4 SE 5DR 

£71oe £5095™ 


EXCHANGE 


LESS MINIMUM PART 
EXCHANGE £2011 


LESS MINIMUM PART 
EXCHANGE £2011 


LESS MINIMUM PART 
EXCHANGE £2011 



08 REG 

SUZUKI SWIFT 

1.3 ATTITUDE 3DR 
CASH PRICE Af% A A A AFTER 

£8505 £6494 


LESS MINIMUM PART 
EXCHANGE £2011 


PART 

EXCHANGE 


08 REG 

SUZUKI SX4 

1.6GLX5DR A/C 
CASH PRICE MlAI 

£9505 £7494 


AFTER 

PART 

EXCHANGE 


LESS MINIMUM PART 
EXCHANGE £2011 


59 REG 

SUZUKI SWIFT 

1.3 SZL5DR 
CASH PRICE J AFTER 

£100051/994 


LESS MINIMUM PART 
EXCHANGE £2011 


PART 

EXCHANGE 


59 REG 

FIAT GRANDE PUNTO 

ELEGANZA 1.4 16V 5DR 

£i2ooI £9994 


PART 

EXCHANGE 


57 REG 

CITROEN PICASSO 

1.6VTXHDI5DR 
CASH PRICE OAAftC after 

£9006 £5995 


PART 
EXCHANGE 


LESS MINIMUM PART 
EXCHANGE £2011 


LESS MINIMUM PART 
EXCHANGE £2011 



59 REG 

SUZUKI SWIFT 

1.5GLX3DR 

CASH PRICE AAAAP AFTER 

£iioo6£9995 PART 


EXCHANGE 


LESS MINIMUM PART 
EXCHANGE £1000 


57 REG 

SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 

2.0 16V AUTO 5DR 

Ll 31 fe I I VVV EXCHANGE 


LESS MINIMUM PART 
EXCHANGE £1000 


57 REG 

CHEVROLET CAPTIVA 

2.0 VCDI LT75 

LI OUUO 4* I feTlFU EXCHANGE 


LESS MINIMUM PART 
EXCHANGE £1500 


57 REG 

SUZUKI SWIFT 

1.5 GLX 3DR 

CASH PRICE AA^AP AFTER 

£7806 £6795 PART 


EXCHANGE 


08 REG 

SUZUKI SWIFT 

1.3GL5DR 

CASH PRICE O^AAP AFTER 

£8206 £7295 PART 


EXCHANGE 


LESS MINIMUM PART 
EXCHANGE £1000 


LESS MINIMUM PART 
EXCHANGE £1100 


ALL OUR QUALITY PRE-OWNED VEHICLES COME WITH THE BALANCE OFTHE MANUFACTURERS OR A12 MONTH APPROVED J&J MOTORS WARRANTY 


-pry..™ j&j Motors Bridgend 

A48, Laleston, Bridgend CF32 OLY 

01 656 657 840 

WWW JJfTlOtOrS CO 


tyhofon 


Prices shown are subject to a £65 admin fee. Details correct at time of going to print. Models shown for illustration purposes only. 
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mwszTursTTm 

■ 1 1 1 Ml 

onevcocar 

Oeckeo 


IQ/60 REG VAUXHALL 

CORSA 1.4 SE 5DR 



00/08 REG VAUXHALL 

ZAFIRA 1.6 LIFE 

LOW MILES • A/C 


m fwcwiewrauvrntsAw 

cNMti.ii am 

mo mm E^D/rvt u drd uunEi um. 

mmsmwwi 

m swcttittifnjjTOuai 

8RWT5W3£JWW£S SIP 

n> *PvcNffluoftE*afl«' 

PXTSUEHJOCVIH IW 

CSC J:F EFAH1 [FBK3 WHAM3 31 TCI 
UMPU0ftWUVU CADMUS HP 
OP riTWTl2WiTQ)(K) KMUMTIUIOl 
•40P VI.F% fi* 

CTO j& MUD CfHJCU OX Cl! OVtNAN) 

motsupmimles rip 
in «iopiMauynDpnuic«i 
iwwus . ,. ..pip 

OP [OWLORlEY «(K) SXT CfMQflT 5 LSR BP 

mies rap 

OP DOBCWTP«CI®«LIIO(TSIUIR 

iPMis.rap 

op vmvmummm. 

MStrsuHAjoiMUS .. rap 

OP WHCJOJFWIOCPST 

riUU WSESiAi TIMMUS rap 

MANY MORE VEHICLES AVAILABLE ■ 

CALL LEE OR TONY ON 329 2030 4020 FOR DETAILS 


TOO MAJtY TO LIST. JUST SMALL EXAMPLE OF CARS AVAILABLE 
VISIT US TO VMM TIM PULL RANGE 



tN6 MS 



yuiMii cm* 
of citu b 

C4TI (MSA - [«vf b* * Oai V*Jk i uri 

Mt«citu ’ • rMpSp mu* 

nm CMU i Tl*V* M 

*111 C HU - UiiM W H< rmx LI h\r 
MUMUMRU k** fvr md** pfat* A 

OF AFM to-; - V W. 

OF A5TU *a V«n Urt *v *■** 

MHPM£iJTElSSdrrJrj*6taAliArM>&^_ I 

M|MPIPiaiUPr(L(IOnik«rimCD L**v 
MPAfflMgw ^ *** L ’ v : ' A 

t m xn Cl mi 


aw 

cm fix 

IP “ 

(iw 
Utn 


CM* 


1 


AM " ^ (if 4 / r^i U 

A//L DEPOSIT 

ONLY £226 PM 


cm *7rS 

IW *u5 
im tin 
cmn cju 

U4M *"t 3 
aw ott 
(W DM 

nun ^SX 
IMP LiU 

am m 

■ I 

LAW l Ait 

aw cut 

88 at 

cm tm 

cm cm 
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SO WHEN IT COMES TO BUYING YOUR NEXT CAR MAKE SURE YOU CALL JAMES & JENKINS 
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NEW SHAPE ASTRA 1.6 EXCUJSIV 
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ONLY £ 175 PM 
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JAMES & JENKINS 

StnDnn Road Unndnft North Gard/i CFI4 2TB 

( 029 ) 2030 4020 

Uorvfn900Mv^)0|p»i S#i '30C«r»5CCpn 


www.jamesandjenkins.co.uk 
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MORTIMORE’S FOUR 
GOALS HELPS IN THE 
CHAMPIONSHIP CHASE 


SAINTS went goal 
crazy in this frantic 
top-of-the-table 
clash. 

Jordan Mortimore hit 
four goals, with a Dean 
Cleave double and one 
each from Nick Dyke, 
Leigh Lewis and an own 
goal adding to the scor¬ 
ing. 

Saint Patrick Rovers 
had the perfect start, 
however, when Tony 
Charles, playing at cen¬ 
tre-half, scythed down 
their winger in the box 
and a spot kick was 
awarded. Rovers dis¬ 
patched their spot kick 
into the net for an early 
lead inside five minutes. 

Saints went on in 
search of an equaliser 
and Mortimore hit the 
bar with a header almost 
immediately. 

Saints kept plugging 
away and got their 
reward after 20 minutes. 
A James Austin free kick 
was met by the head of 
Cleave and the midfield¬ 
er levelled the score. 

Rovers went up the 
other end and stunned 
Saints straight away 
when a free kick was 
fumbled and their big 
defender smashed in 
from close range. A 
frantic few minutes fol¬ 
lowed as Saints levelled 


for the second time four 
minutes later when a 
Nicky Cox ball forward 
was latched on to by 
Leigh Lewis in the area, 
and he lifted the ball 
over the oncoming keep¬ 
er. 

Two minutes later and 
Saints had the lead for 
the first time when 
Mortimore took the ball 
in his stride and dinked t 
neatly over the home 
keeper. 

It was another two 
minutes later when 
Saints extended their 
lead. A big boot forward 
by Gareth Richards in 
goal eluded the centre- 
half and Dyke raced on 
to the ball and produced 
an exquisite lob over the 
keeper to score from the 
edge of the area. 

Mortimore then put a 
penalty away in off the 
post and Saints had a 
three-goal cushion. 

St Pat’s were not to 
lay down though and 
had a second penalty, 
which they scored from. 

Seconds away from 
half-time and a ball into 
the box by the home side 
saw a breakdown in 
communication by the 
away defence and 
Charles scored an unfor¬ 
tunate own goal. Saints 
went in 5-4 up after a 
pulsating first half. 



www.^K W vanhire.co.uk 

• CDW (Collision Damage Waiver) 
from £ 10 per day 

• House Removal 
Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Toyota,VW, 

Zafiras, Saab Estates) 

• People Carriers (VWTourans, 

VW CaravelesJransitTourneau, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Full RAC Cover 

• Tippers 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 
- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available 

• Full European Use 
(special conditions 
apply) 

• Book Online 

hire@wickvanhire.co.uk 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £25.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 



Bridgend nd District Sunday 
League Division One 
SAINT PATRICK ROVERS 5 

SUNDAY SAINTS FC 9 


Saints got the start to 
the second half they 
wanted when a Cleave 
ball into the box was 
met by the foot of a 
home defender and the 
ball looped into his own 
net. 

Saints restored their 
three-goal cushion min¬ 
utes later when a Reece 
Lewis free kick into the 
box was met by the 
unmarked Cleave and he 
headed in his second of 
the game and an unbe¬ 
lievable 16th in 15 
games this season. 

St Pat’s pulled anoth¬ 
er one back mid-way 
through the half after 
breaking the offside 
trap, but Saints were 
comfortable at this point 
and in full control. 

Dyke went on to 
strike the bar with 
another great lob and 
Leigh Lewis struck what 
looked to be goal of the 


game, but the ref failed 
to play the advantage 
after a foul on Lewis and 
the whistle had already 
gone. 

Mortimore completed 
his hat trick when anoth¬ 
er Leigh Lewis long 
throw wreaked havoc in 
the home area and Joel 
Tofton’s strike was 
blocked and came out 
for Mortimore to smash 
in from eight yards. 

The scoring was com¬ 
plete a minute later 
when Alan Lawson’s 
perfect cross was pow¬ 
ered in by the head of 
Mortimore for his fourth 
of the game and an 
incredible 38th goal in 
19 games this season. 

Saints almost made it 
10 when TJ Bowring hit 
a left-footed effort 
across goal but it 
squirmed agonisingly 
past the far post. 

Saints took a while to 


Barry under-8s 
miss out in 
tournament 



BARRY under-8s 
played their part in 
an excellent rugby 
tournament at 
Llandaff North 
RFC on Sunday. 

In Barry’s group were 
the hosts Llandaff, 
Penarth and Rumney. 

In the first match, 
Barry played Penarth. 
This game was nip and 
tuck for the full match, 
and a draw was a fair 
result. 

The second game saw 
the Vale side up against 
the host side. Barry went 
about their business, and 
ran in worthy 7-5 win¬ 
ners. 

This left Barry know¬ 
ing a draw or win in their 
last game against 
Rumney would see them 
through. Barry started 


slowly in what turned 
out to be the most enter¬ 
taining game of the day 
as they just lost out, 6-4. 

All the players from 
Barry played with great 
team spirit. 

D Parry-Griffiths and 
C Saunders scored plenty 
of tries in the three 
games. 

Z Fifield, B Phillips, J 
Roberts, and I Escott all 
showed great support 
play and tagging, while E 
Rudolph, C Denbury and 
Dylan all carried the ball 
well. 

Finally, J Couch 
proved a great battering 
ram as Barry looked to 
gain yardage. 

Well done boys and 
girls, first class display 
from all and great sport- 
manship shown by all 
players yet again. 

LS 


BARRIVALE 
BRIDGE CLUB 


LATEST results from Barrivale: 

Tuesday, March 1 - 1st, Mick Green and Mike 
Close 66.67 per cent; 2nd, Kay Dyer and Jane Brook 
58.73; 3rd, Mark Roderick and Noelle Bond 55.56. 
Mick & Mike also won on handicap. 

Tuesday, March 8 - 1st, Noelle Bond and Mick 
Green 61.11 per cent; 2nd, Hilary Laurence and 
Denis Mottram 54.76; 3rd, Adrian Thomas and Bryn 
Gough 53.17. 

Hilary and Denis won on handicap. 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale. 
For more information ring 01446 733425. 


get going here but when 
they did, they were in 
complete control against 
a good St Pat’s side. 
Saints need results to go 
their way to claim the 
1st Division title and by 
winning games like this 
are doing their part. 

Saints are not back in 
action until April 10 at 
home against St Patrick 
Rovers in the semi-final 
of the 1st Division 
league cup. 

Man of the match was 
Jordan Mortimore after 
his four goals helped his 
team to victory. 

Many thanks to 
Lafarge Cement 

(Aberthaw Works), The 
Kinsale Stone Company 
(Wales) Ltd for sponsor¬ 
ship of the team and to 
Roy and Cyndy at the 
Four Bells, St Athan for 
their continued support 
for the team. 

Saints FC: G 

Richards, R Lewis, A 
Lawson, A Charles, N 
Cox (captain), T 
Roberts, D Cleave, J 
Austin (J Tofton on 72 
minutes), L Lewis (R 
Collings on 81 minutes), 
J Mortimore, N Dyke 
(TJ Bowring on 82 min¬ 
utes). Subs: J Tofton, R 
Collings, G Morgans, TJ 
Bow ring. 

HD 


Dinas Powys FC 
find it no fun to 
play at the YMCA! 


THIS was the worst 
result, and proba¬ 
bly the poorest per¬ 
formance of the 
season for Dinas 
against a YMCA 
side boosted by 
their 1-1 draw the 
week before against 
top of the table side 
Ton Pentre. 

Dinas weren’t able to 
get any fluency in their 
football on a lively pitch 
during a first-half with 
YM edging possession, 
but Dinas having the 
best opportunities to get 
on the scoresheet. 

On thirty-two min¬ 
utes, a Ben Dimond cor¬ 
ner found Dave Penikett 
at the far post who some¬ 
how managed to hook 
the ball back for Gareth 
Tedstone, his shot hit the 
upright. 

A few minutes later a 
good ball out of defence 
found Tedstone who 
crossed for Barrie 
Gunstone, whose first¬ 
time shot hit the same 
post and bounced down 
into the grateful arms of 
Mark Mears in the YM 
goal. 

At the other end, Naill 
Yates headed a free-kick 
wide and an Oliver 
Backett cross forced 
Dave Burnett in the 
Dinas goal to punch the 


Welsh Leasfue Division Two 

Newport YMCA 

4 

Dinas Powys 

0 


ball out for a corner. 

In the second-half 
Dinas just didn’t get 
going, their cause not 
helped when they lost 
two influential players, 
Dave Penikett and 
Barrie Gunstone, to 
injury. 

Twenty minutes into 
the half, the home side 
took the lead when an 
innocuous thirty yard 
free-kick was deflected 
to substitute Daniel 
Edwards, who scored 
with a low shot from 
eight yards. 

Just before the goal 
Dave Burnett in the 
Dinas goal had made an 
excellent save from a 
Yeates header, but he 
couldn’t do anything 
when he was beaten by 
Oliver Beckett’s deflect¬ 
ed shot from twenty 
yards. 

The best goal of the 
game came from YM 
captain Alex Jenkins, 
who didn’t need any 
help from a deflection 
with his long range 25 
yard effort. 

The visitors’ misery 
was complete when a 
low cross found Aaron 
Stewart, who had the 
simplest task of scoring 


from close range to give 
the home side a fully 
deserved three points. 

With a certain Wales v 
England match next 
Saturday, Dinas travel to 
Ammanford for a 
rearranged game on the 
Sunday. 

Squad: Dave Burnett, 
Rhodri Foote, Danny 
Street, Michael 

Hayward, Dave 

Penikett, Jon Carpentier, 
Ricki Morgan, Liam 
Jones, Barrie Gunstone, 
Gareth Tedstone, Ben 
Dimond. Subs: Stephen 
Provis, Mark Dunford, 
Dan Jose. 

Next game, Welsh 
League Division Two, 
Ammanford v Dinas 
Powys, Sunday, March 
27, kick off 2.30pm. 

For further news and 
fixtures see the club’s 
web site: 

www. dinaspo wy sfc .co .u 
k. 

MW 



www.wattstvc.co.uk 

Fiat Scudo Special Edition 

£9995 


FREE £50.00 FUEL | 
& BACON ROLL 

WITH EVERY TE^B 
OF NEW FIAT I 



Metallic Paint 
BUktwad 
Paddock 






Fiat Ducato 40 Maxi Minibus 
LWB XLB 
HR 3.0 Litre 
160 bhp 
17 sealer 
with COIF 

£26995-,.,. 

Selection of new & used vehicles 



V J 


■ -- j i 

WCCT 



Contact PAUL LEWIS on 07*11 256417 or 08413 2*6212 or pay IhMQaititvc.oojuk 
Waft* True* 8 Van Cardff, Vtoftto Road. Ucfcwltft Ind Eat. Cardiff CF11 SAT 
www. van wo rid-co.uk 
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09 FORD Ka 1.2 Zetec 3-dr hatchback. In 

dive blue with grey interior, air con, quickclear 
screen, aux input, alloy wheels, cd, only 
22,960 miles.£7,795 


06 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.6 FSi S 5-dr i 
hatchback. In black with grey interior, elec¬ 
tronic stability programme, climate, cd, colour 
coded bumpers, only 48,840 miles.£6,995 


03 53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-dr Convertible. In W 08 57 FORD Fusion 1.6 Zetec Climate 5-dr 

starlight silver with black interior, alloy ■ hatchback automatic. In amethyst with grey 

wheels, body coloured bumpers, CD, electric H interior, alloy wheels, air con, immobiliser, 

windows, only 30,845 miles.£3,995 H quickclear front screen, power steering, only 

con, alloy wheels, heated electric mirrors, CD, only 46,400 miles.£4,495 

03 53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-dr Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body 

coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles.£3,995 

89 G BMW 3 Series 320i 2.0 2-dr Convertible. In silver with black leather interior, headlamp cleaning sys¬ 
tem, M-Technic steering wheel, wood effect trim, electric windows, front fog lights, alloy wheels, only 
68,140 miles.£4,995 

09 58 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi (140) Zetec 5-dr Hatchback in stardust silver with ebony interior, blue¬ 

tooth phone prep, traction control system, air con, quick clear screen, cruise control, only 31,910 miles I 

.£12,995 

08 57 FORD Fusion 1.6 Zetec Climate 5-dr hatchback automatic. In amethyst with grey interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, immobiliser, quickclear front screen, power steering, only 22,000 miles.£6,495 

08 08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy wheels, cli¬ 
mate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles.£7,995 

08 08 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-Dr Hatchback. In tango red with anthracite interior, quick clear 

screen, air con, CD, aux input, alloy wheels, only 10,700 miles.£6,995 

07 57 SEAT Altea XL 1.9 TDi Stylance in metallic ruby red with stylance grey interior, rear parking sen¬ 
sors, cd, climate control, cruise control, aux input, only 49,100 miles.£8,495 

08 58 CITROEN Xsara Picasso 1.6 HDi Desire 5-dr MPV. In oriental blue with black interior, ISOFIX 

anchorage point, air con, front electric windows, only 36,740 miles.£7,995 

07 57 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 16v SRi 5-dr MPV. In silver lightning with Silver Alpha Charcoal interior, air 

con, traction control system, alloy wheels, only 52.000 miles.£7,495 

07 57 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 16v Breeze 5-dr MPV. In Black sapphire with charcoal interior, reversing 

sensors, CD, air con, privacy glass, only 23,580 miles.£6,495 

07 07 CITROEN Xsara Picasso 1.6 HDi VTX 5-dr MPV. In arctic steel with grey interior, air con, rear park¬ 
ing sensors, traction control system, body coloured bumpers, only 53,050 miles.£6,995 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon sport interi¬ 
or, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles.£6,495 

06 06 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.6 FSi S 5-dr hatchback. In black with grey interior, electronic stability pro¬ 
gramme, climate, cd, colour coded bumpers, only 48,840 miles.£6,995 

05 54 AUDI A3 1.6 Special Edition 3-dr Hatchback. In black with charcoal interior, CD, front fogs, climate 

control, alloy wheels, one owner only 60,300 miles.£6,995 

04 54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.4 Twist 3-dr Hatchback in indigo blue with anthracite interior, air con, elec¬ 
tric heated mirrors, electric windows, service history, one owner, only 22,480 miles.£4,495 

04 54 FORD Mondeo Ghia 5-Dr Hatchback. In platinum silver with ebony interior, 6-CD changer, auto¬ 
matic air con, alarm, immobiliser, alloy wheels, only 5,300 miles.£4,395 

04 04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map 

gps nav system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£5,995 

03 03 FORD Focus 1.6 16v LX 5-Dr Hatchback. In blue with midnight black interior, air con, quick clear 

screen, alloy wheels, service history, only 71,000 miles.£3,495 

09 09 SUZUKI Swift 1.6VVT Sport 3-Dr Hatchback. In metallic red with anthracite interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, auto dimming, rear view mirror, front fogs, only 16,500 miles.£8,250 

09 09 FORD Ka 1.2 Zetec 3-dr hatchback. In dive blue with grey interior, air con, quickclear screen, aux 

input, alloy wheels, cd, only 22,960 miles.£7,795 

08 58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr Hatchback. In mighty blue with grey interior, air con, central lock¬ 
ing, CD, front electric windows, ISOFIX, only 26,560 miles.£3,995 

08 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, 

colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles.£7,995 

08 08 MAZDA 2 1.3 TS 3-dr Hatchback, in icy blue with charcoal black interior, electric mirrors, front elec¬ 
tric windows, power steering, CD, service history, only 29,800 miles.£6,795 

08 08 CITROEN Cl I.Oi Rhythm 5-dr Hatchback in Caldera black with black interior, electric front win¬ 
dows, p/steering, CD, centre rear seat belt, 1 owner, £35 a year road tax, only 18,100 miles.£5,495 

08 08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central 

locking, only 32,349 miles.£4,495 

06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Climate 3-dr Hatchback. In tonic blue with Tungsten Denim blue interior, 

alloy wheels, air con, electric front windows, power steering, only 46,000 miles.£4,995 

06 56 FIAT Panda 1.2 Dynamic Duologic 5-Dr In Guacamole green with yellow Move interior, air con, 

CD, central locking, immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, only 30,500 miles.£4,495 

06 56 HYUNDAI Getz 1.1 Atlantic 3-dr hatchback. In sky blue with dark grey interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, front fogs, body coloured bumpers, alarm, 27,820 miles.£4,450 

05 55 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v Expression 3-Dr Hatchback. In platinum silver with grey interior, air con, 

CD, panoramic roof, only 49,600 miles.£4,495 

04 04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, electric windows, alloy wheels, CD, only 40,955 miles.£3,495 


07 LANDROVER Range Rover Sport 2.7 TD V6 HSE 5-dr Station Wagon Automatic. In Stornaway 
grey with black leather interior, climate control, cruise control, privacy glass heated front screen, only 

29,500 miles.£31,995 

07 KIA Sorento 2.5 CRDi XE Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon in quartz grey/purple with grey interior, 

air con, CD, roof rails, four wheel drive, service history, only 36,500 miles.£12,995 

53 SUZUKI Jimny 1.2 02 Edition 3Dr Soft Top Convertible. In black with anthracite interior, CD, elec¬ 
tric windows, alloy wheels, only 36,700 miles.£4,995 

02 AUDITT Roadster 1.8 T (225) 2-dr Convertible. In silver with grey leather interior, six CD chang¬ 
er, BOSE sound system, 17” alloy wheels, immobiliser only 70,620 miles.£8,995 

51 Landrover Freelander 1.8 GS 3-dr hard top. In bonatti grey with smokestone interior, cd, electric 

windows, sunroof, alloy wheels, only 85,740 miles.£3,495 

07 MERCEDES BENZ CLK 1.8 CLK200 Kompressor Sport Cabriolet Automatic. In Tellurium silver 
with black leather interior, electric seats with memory, parktronic system, 18” AMG alloy wheels, cruise 

control, only 36,760 miles.£21,995 

56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, 
climate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 20,010 miles interior 

titanium trim, auto lights and auto wipers.£9,995 

03 BMW 3 Series 3.0 330 Ci Convertible in Topaz Blue with Montana grey leather interior, 6-CD 

changer, heated seats, automatic air cn, traction control system, only 55,200 miles.£9.495 

55 ASTON MARTIN DB9 5.9 Volante 2-dr Convertible Sequential. In metallic blue with beige leather 
interior, cruise control, sat nav system, rear parking aid, wood trim, only 7,220 miles.£POA 

52 BMW 7 Series 745i 4.4 saloon automatic. In titanium silver with black leather interior, rear parking 

sensors, multi cd, electric memory seats, alloy wheeels, only 70,360 miles.£8,495 

52 MERCEDES Benz CLK 2.6 240 Avantgarde 2-dr Coupe. In Tanzanite blue with alpaca grey 
leather interior, luxury climate control, Parktronic sensors, cruise control, service history, only 73,400 

miles.£7,495 

02 JAGUAR X-type 2.5 V6 Automatic Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Anthracite Black with Sand sport leather 
interior, reverse park control, automatic climate control, cruise control, privacy glass, colour coded 

bumpers, only 70,080 miles.£4,995 

51 BMW 3 Series 2.5 325Ci Sport 2-Dr Coupe. In Oxford green with black Montana leather interior, 
automatic air con, multi-CD changer, alarm, 18” alloy wheels, only 81,000 miles.£5,995 

Y PORSCHE Boxster S 3.2 2-Dr Convertible. In arctic silver with black leather interior, multi-CD, heat¬ 
ed seats, 17” 5-spoke alloy wheels, only 51,250 miles.£11,995 

Y MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 C200 Kompressor Elegance 4-dr Saloon in brilliant silver with orion 
grey interior, alloy wheels, air con, cruise control, one owner, full service history, only 67,000 miles...£4,995 


SPORTS 


06 BMW 3.0 TD MSport Automatic 4-dr Saloon in met black with beige leather in terior, electric fold¬ 
ing mirrors, automatic air con, MV-2 alloy wheels, traction control system, only 58,900 miles...£15,995 
58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 16v (140ps) SRi 3-dr Sports Hatch. In technical grey with charcoal alpha 

cloth interior, air con, 17” alloy wheels, front fogs, ESP, immobiliser, only 26,850 miles.£9,995 

09 MIN11.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper) Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, storage com¬ 
partment package, 2 spoke leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 6,570 miles.£13,495 

07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, 

air con, traction control system, ESP, only 38,598 miles.£11,995 

07 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4i 16v sport 2-dr cabriolet in air blue with charcoal alpha interior, alloy wheels, 

body coloured bumpers, cd, front fogs, only 48,730 miles.£6,995 

56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interi¬ 
or, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles.£9,995 

05 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 T Fsi (200ps) GTi 5-dr Hatchback in tornado red with anthracite Vienna 
leather interior, parking sensors, heated front seats, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, onl 67,600 

miles.£9,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 2.0 VVT136 Privilege 2-dr Coupe Cabriolet. In metallic gold with magnolia leather 

interior, luxury pack, climate control, multi CD, cruise control, panoramic roof, only 9,250 mis.£6,995 

55 BMW 1 Series 2.0TD 118d Sport 5-Dr Hatchback. In sapphire black with anthracite interior, CD, 

climate control, alloy wheels, front fogs, only 52,000 miles.£10,495 

55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr Convertible. In French blue with ebony black leather interior, air 

con, cd, quick clear front screen, only 21,720 miles.£4,995 

05 MAZDA 3Sport 2.0 5-dr Hatchback. In winning blue with ebony cloth, 17” alloy wheels, climate con¬ 
trol, multi CD, front fogs, only 57,390 miles.£5,995 

04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in sable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, 

chrome roll over bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles.£6,995 

54 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy 

wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£3,495 

53 HONDA Civic 1.6 VTec SE Sport 3-Dr Hatchback. In Aqua green, half black leather interior, air 


FAMILY 


View our stock online Gwasanaeth Cymraeg Ar Gael 

bl4M6 7*044 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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FRF BRIDGEND 


CHEVROLET 


10 Spa* 10 IS 5dr 

CO. Ahoy* 


SALE PRICE 

£6999 


06 Cruze 1.6 ls 

a/c, elec pack, alloys, 
fog, under 1000 mis 


SALE PRICE 

£11495 


07 Kalos 

1.2 3-dr. pas, c/d 


SALE PRICE 

£3995 


10 Spar* LS Mr 

Air Cm CO 


SALE PRICE 

£6495 


I 


10 Captiva 2.0 COTi 

7 Sfians, AJbys, Air 


SALE PRICE 

Can, CD £16999 


MMatulOSE Mr 

Air Corv CO 


SALE PRICE 

£4499 


07 M*ii LOSE Mr 

CO. Elec Pick 


SALE PRICE 

£3999 


60 Spark 1.0+ 5dr 

Air Con. CD 


SALE PRICE 

£6995 


FRF Chevrolet Bridgend 


www.frfmotors.com 


Sale Hotlii 


GEN 


R 6 


Western Avenue, Bridgend Ind Est. Bridgend Tel: 01656 647 647 


CHEVROLET 




BffWMOOUiCTlM 

ftfcncntepa 


AC bn ’*1, ? SutY BJM vki 


S?WUIM*UZAflUlfP£W 

WaiolU GBQfati 


•m rati t ism wrai 

3U»r*s 


55IBUAJIT HFBAAIE EXPRESSION 

1.65:6 a XU WITS 
Hr oct Afcft CO, Be: pea 


—, —- - ^- a~l 

.2000 wswii .2000 mcrm .2000 wtscim .2000 wsim 
«&»»» «ow£2*» ‘*SSSS»no#£5W •<*!£&» mtm &S<53S» now£«» 

nvyuiiNAacnsAijoiar^30R os ion resta its sot sthi cu vate iivauihailinscnia rouRER ©uowungu uur 

CL U/y\ iitji by. ?ici Jiikrfo EXCLJSfrE. 13 Ell Ak-i CD [«: *xk 


WAS £5999 

now £3999 

MWUIKAU.ASTMtfW9viPtll 

tx:i.iSf/t Ct.Aicn £*:put 


V 


c2000 WAS£8999 t 2000 WAS£6999 c 2000 WAS£17699 t 2000 WAS£7999 
now £6999 now £4999 Sffgj* NOW £15499 ^”55® now £5999 

PROBLEM WITH FINANCE? CALL NOW! 


c2000 WAS £12999 

*300 now £10999 


FRF Bridgend 

www.f rf m oto rs.com 


Western Avenue. Bridgend Ind Est To vipy ‘ ■ ll1 our 

offers visit our website 

Bridgend www.frfmotors.com 

Sale Hotline 01656 647647 sat nav users CF313RT 
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57 MERCEDES E320 
CDi Sport Est. Auto 



Silver with black leather, 
22,000 miles. REDUCED BY 
£1,000 TO £22,995 


03 VW BEETLE 
2.0 Convertible 




In ice blue, 52,000 miles, 
stylish 4 seater 

£6,995 


07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 
Dynamic Auto 



In met burgundy, superb 
example with only 25,000 miles 

£5,995 


04 BMW X3 Sport 




A 







In gunmetal grey, air con, 
abs, multiple airbags, alloy 
wheels, parking sensors, 
Leather upholstery, pas. 
£9,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


57 MERCEDES E320 CDi Sport Est Auto. Silver with black leather, 22,000mls . REDUCED BY £1000 TO £22,995 

04 JAGUAR XK8 convertible. In racing green with cream leather, 37,000 miles, host of extras.£17,995 

56 BMW 520 Diesel SE. In black, 69,000 miles, 1 owner, a/c, alloys, etc.£11,995 

53 BMW 530 Diesel SE Automatic. In black with black leatehr trim, sat nav, 18” alloys.£8,995 

05 HONDA Civic 2.0 Type R. In black, 53,000 miles with air con, drives superb.£7,995 

54 MERCEDES C230 Sport SE Auto. Black with black leather trim, 2 owners.£5,995 

08 MITSUBISHI Colt C2C2 Convertible. In met blue, fantastic value with full metal electric roof.£6,995 

07 SEAT Ibiza 1.9 TDi FR 3-dr. In gun metal metallic, 51,000 miles, very lively diesel at.£6,995 

04 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto, in sea frost silver with beige leather trim, 49,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

03 BMW 320 Diesel SE Touring. Steel blue, low mileage example at.£6,995 

03 VW Beetle 2.0 convertible. In ice blue, 52,000 miles, stylish 4 seater.£6,995 

06 FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In silver, 39,000 miles with a/c, on offer at. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,995 

05 VAUXHALLTigra 1.4 Sport. In black with silver trim, 50,000 mile convertible at.£5,995 

03 MERCEDES C220Di Avant Garde SE Auto in black, 78,000 miles, diesel economy at.£5,995 

02 MERCEDES C230 Sport Auto. In silver with black leather trim, 69,000 miles, 1 owner, pan roof.£5,995 

06 TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi. In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 private owner. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

54 TOYOTA RAV4 2.0VVTi XT3. In silver, 89,000 miles, 2 owners with leather trim.£4,995 

04 HONDA Civic 1.6 Sport 3-dr. In black, 50,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

02 MERCEDES Cl80 Elegance Auto. In met-silver birch, 63,000 miles. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

04 PEUGEOT 206 2.0cc. In ice blue, 33,000 miles with full leather trim, 2 owners, convertible at.£4,695 

06 CHRYSLER PT Cruiser 2.4 Classic. In met grey, 41,000 mile American classic.£3,995 

04 FORD Street Ka in electric blue, 17,000 miles, 2 owner convertible at.£3,995 

53 SUBARU Impreza 2.0 GX Sport AWD Automatic. In met blue, 45,000 miles, superb value.£3,995 

04 MGTF 1.6. In silver, 36,000 miles, nice example of this MG convertible.£3,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


07 FORD S-Max 2.0TDCi Zetec. In silver, 61,000 miles, one owner, diesel 7 seater.£11,995 

54 SEAT Alhambra 1.9 TDi Auto in silver beech met, 44,000 miles, 2 owners, 7-seater.£8,495 

07 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 T Spirit. Leather, air con, etc, gunmetal grey met, low miles.£7,995 

06 VW Beetle 2.0. In met blue, 49,000 miles with a/c etc.£6,995 

59 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Platinum 5-dr Auto. In silver, 10,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

57 PEUGEOT 308 1.6 HDi Sport 5-dr in met red, 1 owner with a/c, cruise control, etc.£6.995 

07 FORD C-Max 2.0 Zetec Auto (New model). In met blue, low mileage example in excellent condition. . . . £6,495 

56 TOYOTA Avensis T3S 2.0-4D 5-dr. In sea mist silver, 73,000 mile diesel hatch at.£6,495 

07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamic Auto In met-burgundy, superb example with only 25,000 miles .£5,995 

06 TOYOTA Corolla 1.4 VVTi 5-dr in silver birch, 54,000 miles, 1 owner, a/c, alloys, etc.£5,995 

05 FORD Focus 2.0TDCi Ghia 5-dr. In black, 70,000 miles. Top of the range diesel.£5,995 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique 3-dr. In met graphite, 21,000 miles with air con.£5,695 

55 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi Zetec 5-dr. In silver birch, 56,000 mile family hatch.£5,495 

56 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Elegance Automatic. In met blue with black leather, 37,000 miles. £4,995 

06 CITROEN Picasso 1.6 Desire. In met blue, 39,000 miles, versatile family hatch.£4,995 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 1.8 T3-S 5-dr. In met blue, 73,000 miles.£4,995 

06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life 5-dr Automatic. In met black, 53,000 miles. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,495 

06 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life In silver, 40,000 miles with CD, A/C etc. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,495 

06 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Expression in silver, low mileage example of this versatile model.£4,495 

05 CITROEN C4 1.6 HDi SX 5-dr. In light met blue, 67,000 miles, diesel economy at.£4,495 

06 HYUNDAI Getz 1.1 CDX 5-dr. In black, 28,000 miles, superb example at.£4,295 

06 CITROEN Picasso 2.0 Desire Auto. Blue, very desirable car, 38,867 miles.... REDUCED BY £800 TO £3,995 

06 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Verve 5-dr. In electric blue, 61,000 miles with a/c, cd, alloys.£3,995 

56 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Flame 5-dr. In red, 63,000 miles with a/c, 2 owners.£3,995 

55 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Life 5-dr Auto. In met red, 33,000 miles, fantastic value at.£3,995 

04 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Silver 3-dr. 78,000 miles with full leather trim.£3,995 

55 PEUGEOT 206 1.1 Zest 3 5-dr. In black, 29,000 miles with a/c, cd etc.£3,695 

52 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Ghia 5-dr. In gun metal silver, 34,000 miles, 1 family from new.£3,695 

55 FORD Ka 1.3 Style. In silver, 41,600 miles, nice looking example at.£3,295 

57 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE 5-dr. In red with cd, e/w, c/I and low insurance.£2,995 

54 RENAULT Megane 1.4 Authentique 5-dr. In met blue, 72,000 miles, 1 private owner with air con.£2,995 

53 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2SXi. Met green, a/c, elec windows, very attractive car.£2,995 

03 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Expression 3-dr. In black, low mileage, local car at.£2,995 

03 RENAULT Clio 1.6 Billabong in met lime g reen, 67,000 miles, sunroof and a/c.£2,995 

03 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamic 3-dr. In black, 68,000 miles, alloys, sunroof.£2,995 

53 ROVER 75 1.8 T SE in met gold, 77,000 miles, fantastic value for money.£2,795 


53 Subaru Impreza 2.0 
GX Sport AWD Auto 



In met blue, 45,000 miles, 
superb value 

£7,995 


07 Ford C-Max 2.0 Zetec 
Auto (new model) 



In met blue, low mileage 
example in excellent condition 

£6,495 


07 FORD S-Max 
2.0 TDCi Zetec 



In silver, 61,000 miles, one 
owner, diesel 7-seater. 

£11,995 


56 MITSUBISHI Lancer 
1.6 Elegance Automatic 



In met blue with 
black leather, 37,000 miles 

£4,995 


Br ° a B d ar S r , y reet ' 01446 722600 S9 0 

(Next to Barry train Station) W ■ M A A WWW WARRANTIES |£JI 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT AIL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • AIL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AIL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE ■ 

www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk I 
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THIS SATURDAY PROMISES 
THE DAY FOR HUNT-RACING 


TO BE QUITE 
ENTHUSIASTS 


ON AND OFF THE TURF 
with Brian Lee 


L ocal hunt 

racing enthu¬ 
siasts will be 
flocking to Uplands, 
Ystradowen, on 
Saturday, March 
26, for the annual 
Glamorgan Hunt 
Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases which 
sees the start of the 
season in the Vale. 

Racing gets under 
way at 2pm with the 
members’ race and dur¬ 
ing the afternoon, there 
will be a parade of 
hounds. The mixed open 
race will be run at 
4.30pm and the last race 
on the card is the 
restricted race at 
5.05pm. 

Meanwhile, the most 
popular winner at the 
Curre and Llangibby 
Hunt Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases was 
Gwynne Phillips’s Books 


Review (Open Maiden 
Division 3) who, well 
ridden by John Mathias, 
got up on the run to the 
winning post to overtake 
Wilkinson , partnered by 
Tom David, who had 
jumped the last in front. 

Books Review, a 
seven-year-old bay geld¬ 
ing trained by former 
leading lady rider Shan 
Farr, of Mandryka fame, 
was bred by his owner, a 
retired steel worker well- 
known on the hunt rac¬ 
ing circuit, and who was 
absolutely delighted. 

The ladies’ open race 
was won by Beth 
Roberts’ Chesnut Annie, 
who was recording her 
25th successs. 

Chesnut Annie, who 
like Books Law is quali¬ 
fied with the Ystrad Taf 
Fechan Hunt, led from 
start to finish to win by 
10 lengths from Blue 
Business. 

Willie Twiston- 
Davies, 16 year-old son 


of leading National Hunt 
trainer Nigel Twiston- 
Davies, took the men’s 
open race winning by a 
comfortable three 
lengths from 
Burntoakboy. 

Meanwhile, Tom 
David, former condi¬ 
tional jockey to 
Aberthin’s Tim Vaughan, 
has reverted back to 
being an amateur rider 
after finding it difficult 
to get many rides from 
trainers other than 
Vaughan. 

Tom (20), who has 
ridden point-to-point 
winners for Princess 
Anne, said: “I was 
never going to be in the 
top 15-20 jockeys, so I 
thought it best to go 
back to being an ama¬ 
teur. 

“I didn’t want to go 
past the number of win¬ 
ners - 25 - that would 
have meant I couldn’t go 
back.'” 

Ffos Las Racecourse 
has proved a happy 
hunting ground for 
Llancarfan’s Evan 
Williams, who saddled 
the racecourse’s first 
ever winner. 

At the recent last 
meeting his 

MickMacMagoole came 
in at odds of 5-1, while 
on the same day at 
Newton Abbot earlier in 
the day his Alla Svelta 
won the opener. 

Williams and Vaughan 
both had winners at 
Fontwell on Wednesday, 
Vaughan scored with 
Piment D ’estral and 


Williams with 
Gurtacrue. 

At Chepstow, 

Williams was successful 
with 16-1 outsider 
Extreme Pact who land¬ 
ed the handicap hurdle 
under T J O’Brien. 

MATHIAS’S 

UNIQUE 

SIX-TIMER 

HUNT racing history 
was made at the 
Tivyside Hunt Point-To- 
Point Steeplechase at 
Cilwendig on Sunday 
when John Mathias, a 
20-year-old farmer’s 
son, who is the reigning 
Welsh champion point- 
to-point rider, landed a 
unique six-timer. 

Mathias won the 
first five races he rode in 
and then, after finishing 
fourth on the favourite 
Cilrhiwron in the first 
division of the confined 
maiden, won the next 
division of the race on 
Banagher a horse which 
also gave him his first 
win as a trainer. 

Mathias’ six winners 
were Balearic Star 
(Members), Lydstep 
Hills (Confined), 

Pathian Prince 
(Intermediate), Rosies 
Peacock (Men’s Open), 
Saint Petray (Restricted) 
and Banagher (Maiden 
Division Two). 

Racegoers stayed 


behind after Mathias’s 
sixth winner to congratu¬ 
late him and some even 
asked him to autograph 
their racecards! 

Local and national 
press photographers took 
pictures of him when he 
returned to the winners’ 
enclosure after his sixth 
and final winner, and the 
atmosphere was electric. 

In the long history of 
the sport, no other rider 
has ridden six winners 
between-the-flags on any 
one day - only a few 
have managed to achieve 
five-timers. 

Only two of the 11 
entries faced the starter 
for the AGA Ladies open 
race and this resulted in 
another win for Beth 
Roberts’ Chesnut Annie 
who, ridden by regular 
rider Welsh champion 
Isabel Tompsett, finished 
alone after Keith 
Pritchard’s Chandlers 
Cross, partnered by 
Jodie Hughes, pulled up 
three fences from the 
finish when a long way 
behind. 

Ogmore’s Nick 
Williams rode a well- 
judged race on Huw 
Goldsworthy’s 
Atmywitsend to land the 
first division of the con¬ 
fined maiden race com¬ 
ing home by three 
lengths ahead of Mini 
Palm ridden by Bradley 


Gibbs. 

Jordon Williams, aged 
12, riding Tommy’s Girl 
the outsider of three in 
the 14.2hh pony race, 
made nearly all the run¬ 
ning to beat the odds-on 
favourite Springs. 

Jordon, a pupil of 
Rhymney 

Comprehensive School, 
who likes looking after 
the sheep on his grandfa¬ 
ther Bernard Llewellyn’s 
Bargoed farm, has hopes 
of becoming a flat racing 
jockey. 

The 13.2hh pony race 
was won by Lorcan 
Williams (aged 11), no 
relation to Jordon 
Williams, on his chest¬ 
nut mare Pennway Tap 
Dance, who also made 
all the running after 
being backed from 3-1 
to off the boards. 

TIM’S RUN 
OF SECONDS 

ABERTHIN’S Tim 
Vaughan made a bold 
bid to saddle his first 
Cheltenham Festival 
winner last week, but 
unfortunately he 
ended up in the place 
reserved for the run¬ 
ner-up on three occa¬ 
sions. 

On the Wednesday, 
his Beshabar was given 
a cracking ride by Tom 
David in the four-mile 
National Hunt Chase 
Challenge Cup but the 5- 
1 favourite Chicago 
Grey, who ironically had 
brought down Beshabar 
in a race at Cheltenham 


in November, proved too 
speedy on the run-in and 
won by four and a half 
lengths. 

Then, in the 
Wetherby’s Champion 
Bumper (Standard NH 
Flat Race) - the final 
race on the card - Tim’s 
66-1 outsider Destroyer 
Deployed under Aidan 
Coleman finished run¬ 
ner-up to the Peter 
Hobbs-trained 
Cheltenian by five 
lengths. 

The following day, 
Tim ran his Nemo Spirit 
in the St Patrick’s Day 
Derby (charity race) and 
ridden by Rodger 
Sargent, this six-year-old 
finished second to the 
Henry Cecil-trained Hot¬ 
pot Plato partnered by 
Loma Fowler. 

To train a horse to fin¬ 
ish in the first three at 
the Cheltenham Festival 
is meeting is an achieve¬ 
ment in itself, so Tim 
should not be too disap¬ 
pointed that he didn’t 
quite make the winner’s 
enclosure on this occa¬ 
sion. 

Meanwhile, Sam 
Waley-Cohen, who won 
the Gold Cup on Long 
Run (at six, the youngest 
horse in the race) is no 
stranger to hunt-racing 
enthusiasts in the Vale. 

In 2002, 2003 and 2004 
he won the Welsh Point- 
To-Point ‘Grand 
National’ at Bonvilston 
on his father Robert” 
French-bred Down. No 
other horse has achieved 
this feat. 


And did you know 
that Holmwood Legend, 
which won the Byrne 
Group Plate at 
Cheltenham on the 
Thursday, was a winner 
at the Countryside 
Alliance Point-To-Point 
meeting at Bonvilston in 
2009? 

COWBRIDGE 
RIDER’S DOUBLE 
CENTURY! 
James Tudor, assis¬ 
tant trainer to 
Llancarfan’s Evan 
Williams and a for¬ 
mer national point-to- 
point champion rider, 
chalked-up his 200th 
winner-between-the 
flags and under rules 
- when landing the 
men’s open race on 
Alan Hill’s Start Royal 
at the Bicester With 
Whaddon Chase at 
Whitfield on Sunday. 

Start Royal beat Up 
There, owned by Rae 
Jones and qualified with 
the Pentyrch Hunt. 

Evan Williams landed 
a 35-1 double at Ffos 
Las on Saturday with 
Prince Massini and Cold 
Harbour. The former 
was ridden by Paul 
Moloney and the later by 
Aidan Conlan. 

Kenfig Hill’s Rhys 
Flint won the opener on 
25-1 chance Street 
Dance for West Wales 
trainer Keith 
Goldsworthy. 


Netball teams 
looking sharp! 

THANKS to sponsorship from interna¬ 
tional transport and logistics company, 
SDV Logistics (based in Llantrisant), 
Barry Netball Club’s A and B teams will 
be competing in the Cardiff and District 
Netball League in striking new 
black/orange kits. 

The club is looking for new players (over-15 and 
adult). Thinking of taking up netball, refreshing your 
school netball skills or simply getting fit? 

For more information, go to www.valeofglamor- 
gan.gov.uk sports development. 
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MOT TESTING only 


on mooucnoH Of mo until 


£ 24.95 


OIL & FILTER CHANGE also available. 


WE ARC OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY 1.00am • I.IOpm, SATURDAYS 1 (K Jam - 4 0Opm ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED V , M 

THE PRICE WE QUOTE IS THE PRICE YOU PAY • ALL OUR PRICES PiCLUDE VALVE. BALANCE. FITTING. VAT 6 CASING DISPOSAL* 
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GEM sport 


Can Wales get up to speed 
before the autumn leaves fall? 


S O there you have it, another frus¬ 
trating, up-and-down Six Nations 
campaign that in the case of Wales, 
began in cautious optimism at Cardiff, 
flickered into life in Edinburgh and 
Rome, and ended with barely a whim¬ 
per in Paris. 

Sandwiched in between the opening 26-19 
loss to England and last Saturday’s 28-9 defeat 
to France, were the three victories over 
Scotland (24-6), Italy (24-16), and Ireland (19- 
13), that had put Wales in with an outside 
chance of snaffling the championship when 
England’s Grand Slam dream was ruthlessly 
snuffed out in Dublin. 

Indeed, when the Welsh players ran out at 
Parc des Princes on Saturday evening, they 
already knew that the Irish team they had nar¬ 
rowly overcome just a week before, had man¬ 
fully regrouped to defeat Martin Johnson’s 
tournament favourites far more comprehen¬ 
sively than the 24-8 final score suggested. 

What greater incentive could there have 
been for Wales to follow Ireland’s inspired 
example and come out with all guns blazing 
against a new-look French side drastically 
revamped following their coach’s scathing crit¬ 
icism in the wake of losing for the first time 
ever to wooden spoonists Italy? 

Now was the time to seize the moment and 
make a heroic attempt to close the yawning 27- 
point gap to the championship title - or at 
least round off the Six Nations on a tri¬ 
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umphant note in the last meaningful match 
before the Rugby World Cup in the autumn. 

Instead, in the space of 80 minutes, Wales 
slumped from second place in the table, to 
their now seemingly entrenched fourth spot, as 
they failed to rise to the challenge against an 
unremarkable French team that had little 
more to do than snap up the easy opportuni¬ 
ties handed to them on a plate by basic Welsh 
shortcomings. 

Wales had in fact drawn first blood inside 
two minutes when outside half James Hook 
kicked the first of his three penalties which 
would represent his side’s total score. 

Morgan Parra replied with two penalty 
kicks and man-of-the-match Fionel Nallet 
ended the first half with the first of his two 
gifted tries to make the score at the change¬ 
over 11-3. 

When play resumed, Hook struck his third 
and final penalty, but any lingering hopes of a 
Welsh fightback vanished with Nallet’s second 
try when he charged down Hook’s attempted 
clearance, followed by a Parra penalty and a 
converted try while the unfortunate Hook was 
in the sin bin for a highly-debatable ‘danger¬ 
ous tackle’. 

He was replaced by Stephen Jones and 
(again somewhat belatedly) scrum half 
Dwayne Peel came off the replacements bench 
to inject more urgency and pace into Welsh 


efforts, but by then the battle and any linger¬ 
ing chance of the championship was lost. 

One can only wonder if the outcome may 
have been different if he and Hook had had 
more time together to make an impact earlier 
in the match. 

Afterwards, a clearly angry head coach 
Warren Gatland pointed a finger at his play¬ 
ers, saying; “They just didn’t turn up... The 
team was not in the right mental frame of 
mind.” 

Surely, though, if that was the case, the 
coaches should not be totally absolved of 
responsibility for the team’s lack of prepared¬ 
ness? 

One wonders if bizarre off the field prob¬ 
lems in the Welsh camp had been a contributo¬ 
ry factor? Defence coach Shaun Edwards had 
been omitted from the party travelling to Paris 
on disciplinary grounds, following an alterca¬ 
tion with a backroom colleague. 

This may well have been an unwelcome dis¬ 
traction for the players just when everyone in 
the back room should have been singing from 
the same song sheet before such a crucial 
game... 

One can only hope that it was an isolated 
incident and not symptomatic of underlying 
problems in the Welsh camp during the run-in 
to yet another Rugby World Cup. 

We’ve all been down that road before! 


Be that as it may, the Welsh camp surely has 
some serious on-field thinking to do, with so 
little time left to the start of the World Cup in 
the autumn. 

Not least is the underlying core approach to 
a style of play which at present puts the main 
emphasis on muscular defence and tight con¬ 
trol, rather than a more fluid, instinctive game 
played at pace. 

The need for a rock-solid platform is of 
course undeniable (particularly in this age of 
giants!) given well-chronicled past weaknesses, 
but it cannot be an end in itself. 

Moreover, in the process Welsh individual 
flair is now at risk of becoming an endangered 
species - along with what I would call ‘the art 
of the unexpected ’ in which so many great 
Welsh players of the past naturally excelled. 

Sadly, the present approach (with rare 
exceptions, epitomised by the mercurial Shane 
Williams) rarely contains that subtle element 
of surprise - and potent speed of hand and 
foot which was once a distinguishing feature of 
Welsh play. 

There is no question that the present-day 
squad of players are potentially every bit as 
talented as their forebears, but the sum is not 
always equal to the parts and frustrating 
inconsistency continues to be a major concern 
for the Welsh camp. 

They now have a handful of summer warm-up 
games in which to put this right before world 
rugby’s most testing knockout competition gets 
under way Down Under. 
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Last-minute breakaway try 
clinches win for Athletic 


IT might have been 
Six Nations Super 
Saturday, but with 
Wales not kicking 
off in Paris until 
late evening, this 
was business as 
usual in the very 
competitive 
Division One West. 

This week’s visitors 
were the last team to 
inflict a league defeat on 
the Athletic; and that 
was back on October 30. 
Since then, the Athletic 
have racked up wins 
against Carmarthen 
Athletic, Corns, 

Maesteg, Narberth and 
UWIC, as well as a lack¬ 
lustre draw at bottom 
club Felinfoel. 

There was certainly 
no complacency in the 
Athletic’s ranks as 
Llangennech’s lowly 


BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 
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22 

21 


league position is some¬ 
thing of a mystery, as 
they are a team of big, 
strong, well-drilled for¬ 
wards and a set of strong 
pacy backs with coach, 
former British Lions 
hooker Barry Williams, 
at the helm. In addition, 
the Athletic were with¬ 
out all-action captain 
Sean Williams, who was 
injured in the excellent 
bonus point win over 
UWIC on Tuesday 
night. 

In perfect conditions, 
the game kicked off and 
early exchanges were 
fairly even before 
Llangennech launched a 
powerful assault into the 
home 22, with both for¬ 
wards and backs fully 
involved. With the 


Athletic stretched to 
breaking point, there 
was a knock-on in mid- 
field to take away the 
immediate danger. 

It wasn’t long before 
it was the Athletic’s turn 
to exert intense pressure 
on their opponents. 
Llangennech gave away 
a penalty less than 10m 
out from their own line 
and quick thinking by 
fly-half Steve Lewis saw 
him tap and dart over 
untouched for a try that 
he also converted. 

Despite this score, 
Llangennech were soon 
back on top, putting the 
home scrum under pres¬ 
sure and attempting to 
disrupt their ball. The 
Athletic were able to 
nullify Llangennech’s 


attacks with some excel¬ 
lent defence, well led by 
centre Stuart Morris 
before launching anoth¬ 
er series of attacks when 
impressive No 8 Tom 
Penry-Ellis linked with 
livewire scrum-half 
Aled Thomas to release 
wings James Olds and 
Lloyd Pemberton on 
rampaging runs. 

(CONTINUED 

ON PAGE 26) 



Aled Thomas gets his kick away. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY ADRIAN BURT 
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